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Skcketahy of State's Office, 

Providence, October M, 18T3. 

To (he Honorable the General Asstmbly : 

Gentlemen :— The Twenlicth Annual Report upon llu? Rogi»tnition of Births, 
^larringv!} nnd Deaths in Rhode Island, is herewith presentc<i. 

This report has been prepared by Dr. Edwnrd T. Caswell, and presents the 
vital sUitistii*s for the > ear ending Di^eemlKT 31st, 1872, with the usual reca- 
pitulatory tables and with adtlitional coiunients. 

Tlie nniuber of Births for the year w:is 6,143, or 4G5 more than in 1871 ; the 
number of Marriages 12,637, or 201 more than in lb71 ; and the numl>er of 
IVatlis 44^47, or 1103 more than in 1H71. 

During the twenty ye:irs aud six months since tlie commencement of the 
preMrnt system of regUtratiou, i. c. from June 1, lt^2 to December 31, 1872, 
Uie records in the whole State have been as follows: children born, 86,426; 
pers^ms married, 72,904; persons die<l, 55,883; showint; in the aggregate a 
reeord of the birth, marriage or death of 215,213 persons. 

Owing to the repeal of the statute requiring returns U* be mmle to tliis office 
of tlic numlter of applications for divorce before tlu courts, an ;;h6tmct of the 
divorces granted in this Stute in 1872 does not appear in this rep< rt. This is to 
btf regretted, as the publicati<vn of these abstracts ft»r tiie three previous years. 
luut awakened much intere^t in tlie subject, both in the State and outside of its 
bt#nlers; and tliere is but little doubt that positive benefits would arise from 
thk Goorte. 
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I would also beg leave to suggest Uiat Sections 6 and 11 of the Registration 
I^w be rigorously enforced. The law requires that within forty-eight hours of 
death the cause of death shall be certified by the physician, if there was any, 
and shall be deposited by the undertaker with the town clerk. In spite of this 
law there were in 1872 nearly four hundred deaths returned without any cause 
assigned, and of these more than one-half occurred in the towns of Providence 
county. I would commend to your honomble attention the section of this re- 
port bearing upon the point, cause of death " unknown." 

All of which is respectfully submitted, 

JOSHUA M. ADDEMAN, 

Secrctiiiy of State. 
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Table II. BIRTHS, 1872. 
Arranged by Months, Sexes and Divisions of tlw Slate. 





SKX. 


S 


DIVIS10S.S or TnE statk. 


MONTHS. 


1 


1 
1 


j 


i ' 1 

V I 


6 

! 


Januory.... 
Febriiarj". - . 
MiiiL-L 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Femalca 

Totnl 

Males 

Females 

Total 


203 
200 
403 

22.=> 

2IM 

443 

237 
263 
502 


13 
12 
25 

!) 
If 

12 
12 


18 
14 
32 

15 
14 
211 

20 
2G 
46 

16 
21 

rtr 

14 
13 
27 

23 
21) 
oi 

20 
27 
47 


21 
20 
41 

12 
24 

36 

22 
I'J 
41 

14 
10 
24 

12 
13 
25 

24 
11 
3ft 

17 
15 
32 


76 70 
69 72 

139 142 

1H| 77 

77 84 
1G8 161 

82. 8C 
78, 104 
ICO' 190 


11 

13 
24 

21 
12 
33 

15 
26 
41 


May 

JurK' 

July 


Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

[''fimnles 

Total 

Males 

Female* 

Total 


242 

454 

242 

2-1(1 
4HM 

280 
242 
522 

2G2 
267 

52'J 


s 

18 

8 
10 

18 

7 
13 

I" 
10 


170 

87 
8.1 
172 

!)7 
99 
196 

](»4 
112 
216 


HI 

lOfi 
10.1 
2U9 

104 
190 

83 
84 


23 
42 

l.i 
22 
37 

24 
10 
84 

21 
lit 
40 
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Table II. BIRTHS, 1872.— Coxtixced. 



DITI^IOXS or THE SfTATE. 



MONTHS. 



SEX. 






Auguftt • . • . Males 307 

Females 272 

TotAl 579 

ScfHeniber. . Males 26'J 

Feinales 286 

Total 555 

Otober .... Males 245 

Females 275 

Total 520 

• 

November. . Males » 305 

Females 249 

TotAl 554 

» 

1 December. ..Males 298 

Females 2t*6 

Total 594 

Whole year. Males 3,0h5 

Females 3,05h 

TotaL 6,143 
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12 
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6 
12 
18 



12 
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2a 



9 
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s 
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50 



14 
22 
36 



19 
20 
39 



23 
16 
39 



22 

26 
48 



t: 

c 



27 
19 
46 



19 
27 
46 



20 
22 
42 



19 
20 
39 



32 
19 
51 



t4 

es 



I I 

a 



131 
104 
235 



109 
120 
229 



128 

94 

222 



106 
108 
214 






83, 

97 

180 



97 

96 

193 



90! 92 

99: 103 

189 195 



105 

92 

197 



104 
115 
219 



130 232 239 1,175 1,079 
119 250 219 1,135 1,127 
249 482 458 2.310 2,206 
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22 

18 
40 



23 

9 

32- 



18^ 
19* 
ST 



18 
16^ 
34 



25 
19 
44 



230 
208 
438 
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Table IV. MARRIAGES, 1872. 
Arranged by Months and Divhiona of the SiaU. 
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t>tn» 

1 


OK»l 


rniE 


STATU. 




MONTHS. 


1 


6 

h 


t 


5 


1 

5. 


J 


237 
1^2 


C 
1 


24 
l-l 


21 

in 


64 
(iO 


99 
83 


23 
14 




Pchrunn- 


171 




i:i4 


10 


12 


11 


5.^ 


53 


13 














50 


42 




235 50 




April 










M.v 
















Jnnr 


212 


8 


15 


19 


59 


«|,: 


103 








-.. 


37 
22 


42 It-o 


1 J.J 


644 
185 


July 


20C 


9 


8 


CO 


91 


IG 


Aiignrt 


175 


6 


13 


7 


GC 


72 


11 


1C2 




234 


5 


17 


32 


75 


A3 


22 


209 
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IJlfi 


2D 


52 


47 


201 


24C 


49 


556 


ftctobrr 
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in 


11 
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74 


I?') 
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9flH 




28R 


11 


9t 


1R 


%t 


122 
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■^87 


Itacraibn' 


214 
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25 


15 
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89 
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20.^ 
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1.093 
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Table V. AGES OF PERSONS MARRIED, 1872. 





AOK.OF 
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OMKV 














AGES OF MEN. 
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B 
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i 

2 
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S 


S 


4 
S 


3 


1 


1 




83 
432 
128 

24 

7 


2.i 

r.of 

344 

105 
2!) 
10 
4 
3 


1 
94 
190 
8G 
57 
19 
5 
4 
I 
1 


10 
35 
41 
31 
22 

8 
4 
1 


1 
6 
14 
17 
1.') 
15 
13 
G 
2 


3 
2 
2 

9 
12 
3 


1 

3 
4 


1 

3 
3 
4 
3 
3 
2 


1 

1 
3 
4 

1 
1 






1 

1 




■20 and under 2.'i.... 
25 " " 30.... 
30 " " 35.... 
3.5 " " 40.... 


1.04G 
715 
27? 
148 


45 " " 50.... 
50 » " 55.... 


1 
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.i3 
42 
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2 
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1 
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077 1.0-27 407! Ifil 


89 52 2» 
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iiU 
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Tablk VI. DEATHS, 1873. 
Am»g«d &jr JTontib, Seze* mid Divitiona o/ tke Statt. 



jBdiutry...' 
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April 

M«y 

Jane 

Joly 

Aiign»t ... 
Sfptcnibpr. 
Ortobvf .... 
Norerober. 



Mnlox. ••• 

|To(«l 

;U«lM 

iFcmalM.. 
Total. ... 

piaira 

[Femal«a. . 
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Table VII. DEATHS, 1872. 
Showing the Number of eacli Sex tn each Period of Life in every Tovn 
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Tablk VII. DEATHS, 1872.— CoKTiKUED. 
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Table VII. DEATHS, 1872.— Recapitulation. 
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Table XI. OCCUPATIONS AND AGKS AT DEATH, 1872. 

Showing llie Average Age at Death in the several ocenpations. Providence 
City being separated from the rest of the State, and ogee under tweiUj/ 
being excluded. 



OCCUPATIONS. 



I. AoKICfl.TFlllSTS. 



Farmers. ■ 
Gard<; Iters 



Bakers ■ • . 
Bartrora . . 



Brakemcii 

Butchers .... ' . . 
Boat-bnilders . ... 
BrasA-foundors . . 
Cabinet-makers. . 
Cairi age-maker . 

Cai'penters 

Cigar-makers.... 

Coopere 

Dyers 

Designer 

Engineers 

Engravers 

Gunimitli 

Harness-maker. . 

Hatter 

Inveiilora 

Jewelers 

Masons 

Madiinii'ts 

Miller 

MillwriRht 

MotiUlers 

Operatives 

OvLTseers 

I'aintei-s..... ... 

l 'a;ier-hanger. ■ . ■ 



656 

-.J7..'i(l 
.T 47.50 
5 dim 
828.00 

51.4.1 
353.00 
3ja,.i2 

26ok;i.n.H 
i.i3;r.o.5o 



3G0, 



201 G 



-.00 



.iO.5 



94.00 

20.00 

63 S3.00 

(i7.00 



140.1 
.70.48 



352.00 
5.00 
«:38.00 
743.4 
844.00 
1 44 55 
121.00 



lO.OO 
40.20 

2.83 
2i).00 
.iD.OO 



9.00 

20 00 
(!3.0(1 
50.00 
40.3.^ 
56.20 
i0 27 
52.00 

.3 39.22 



3<J.85 
4H.42 
fi.OO 



12502.50 
■28[2N.O0 
17357.38 

;7 4C.67 
4 24.00 
3 66.50 
14 54.00 
161 00 
5.75 
5.i2..W 
4194.00 



■4 ft4.00 

7 43.50 

8 45.27 
45.60 

r, 75.00 

5 32.50 

6 42.32 
i8 44.00 
8 4i».82 
II t.00 



k:ua_ 



Table XI. OC'CITATIONS, 187S 



tUXTTXTtOSA. 



Pcdlan 

Itkno-taner.... 

IVinUra 

ltop<>-nuikorii > • . 
Shii>.nu|it-nt«r. 
Shu«-ni«k<'Tii. • . 
SUine-ciititTs. . . 
Siltrr-«nilh«. .. 
Stucco- •Turkrr • i 

Tiiton. 

Tannrra ■ 

TinsBiitbs 

Tnmrr 

Watcbtnaktr. . . 
WbtTclwrighl... 



m. 

CoacliniMt.. 
HoMler.... 

Labarvn... 
T<>«i.Rlcn. • 
Vtailen... 



urmatx ntTt. 



TV. BcmcusUnt. 

■AjtenU 

ApoUwcarieA. . 
Bank Offiuen. . 

Bntker 

B>xik>liwpen . 

Cli^rU 

I'Mntrnctofs ■ . . 
I>rpat)--«faeriff. 

Croons 

lan^Eceper .... 

InaotaiH-e 

Jall*ke«per.... 
llamfartnrera 

ll«rrhanu 4S 

polimiM-n 



«4fl.20 
6»(J8O0 

25.00 

1 mM 

80t80.00 
; 58.86 
030.66 
636.50 
343.00 
3 56.62 
75.50 
13846.01) 
6666.00 
646.00 
124 



62.00 
54.1 



116 



8.00 



r? 



62;62.00 
SK5I48.12 
824i39.24 
108|&4.00 

70|70.O0 
]30>4u.0(i 
2»S,'48.83 

.'>^A2.00 
10!^4 5(t 

6:)|65.00 
1.0tf5:52.l6 
2,54359.14 

<t2Ul.0» 






10836.00 
68 68.00.. 
25 25,00 



32954.83 
8282.00 
13846 00 . 



626S.OO 
16340.75 I 



282 



3636.00 
46.40.. 
S6.00 
62.00 . 
48.6 
lSfi.45 
65.00 
0.00 . 
40.00 . 



69 



43.00 
62.00 
60.00 



66G6O0 

4646 00 

62 62.00 

a.520 &5.00 



« 48.55 
4 4S.O0 



4545.00 
28640,86 
4343.00 



14147.00 

"wilso.oo 

e.^ 65.00 
627'Ai.25 
975i6&.00 
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Table XI. OCCUPATIONS, 1872.— CoirrreuED. 



OCCUPATIONS. 



• • • • 



Postmaster . . 
Railroad Conductors. 
St:iJ)lc-keeper . 
Saloon-keepers. 
State Treasurer 
Surveyor of Lumber.. 

Town Clerk 

Traders 

Watchmen 

V. Professional 
Men. 

Actor 

Clergymen 

Lawyer 

Physicians 

Student 

Teachers 

YI. Seafaring 
Men. 

Fishermen 

Mariners 

Oysterman 

VII. Soldiers. 

VIII. Females. 

Artist 

Box-maker 

Laundresses. ..•••.. 

Milliners 

Operatives 

Seamstresses 

Servants 

Sisters of Mercy . . . 

Tailoresses 

Teachers 



WHOLE 8TATK. 



O 

'A 



1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

6 



1 
5 
1 

4 
1 
2 



4 

29 

1 

1 



1 
1 
2 
4 

16 
6 

31 
2t 
7 
6 



Ii 









48 48.00 
12C31.50 



60 
67 
61 
81 
73 
359 
378 



60.00 
33.50 
61.00 
81.00 
73.00 
59.83 
63.00 



3636.00 

339,67.80 

32132.00 



184 
20 
55 



46.00 
20.00 
27.50 



224 5K5.00 
1 41948.93 
73 73.00 



33 



33.00 



5757.00 

20j20.00 

92146.00 

16040.00 



545 



34.06 



30651.00 
1,52549.19 



116 
425 
193 



58.00 
60.71 
32.16 



PBOVIDENCB CITir. 



REST OP STATE. 



O 

u 

2-* 

^ 5 



2 



3 
1 



1 
I 



1 
1 



18 
1 

1 



4 
2 
1 
11 
2 
6 
1 






60 



81 



171 
60 



S) 






30.00 



81.00 



57.00 
60.00 



36 
59 



34 
24 



36.00 
59 00 



34.00 



24.00 



860 
73 

33 



160 

50 

31 

454 

116 

391 

31 



47.66 
73.00 

33.00 



40.00 
25.00 
31.00 
41.27 
58.00 
65.16 
31.00 








A 




^ 


2 


u 


g. 


©_i 


)o . 


^% 


96 


Fr 


^^ 


ti^ 


S-1 


A 


< 



1 

2 

ll 

2;' 
1 



1 
3 



4 
1 
3 
1 
1 



4 
11 



1 
1 
2 



14 

5 

20 



1 
5 



bo 

< 

9 

2 

> 



4848.00 
66;33.00 
6060.00 
6733.50 
6161.00 



73 
188 
318 



73.00 
o2.66 
63.60 



280 
32 

150 
20 
31 



70.00 
32 00 
50 00 
20.00 
31.00 



224 

559 



57 
20 
92 



495 

275 

1,071 



34 
162 



56.00 
50.82 



57.00 
20.00 
46.00 



35 ..^5 
55.00 
53.55 



34.00 
32.40 



1878.] 



Occupations. 



35 



Table VII. OCCUPATIONS, 1872.— Continued, 



RECAPITULATION. 



OCCTPATIOXS. 



Agriculturists* • • • 



Mechakics and 
Artisans 



%ND ^ 



Laborers 



WIIOLK 8TATK. 



O 

u 



Business Men. 



Pr<>fes9IOnal Men- 
Seafaring Men... . 



Soldiers. 



FkMALES 



All v^ auses. .... • . • 



179 



410 



263 



145 



14 



be 



& 






> 



11,64760.06 



20,03148,85 



12,649 48.09 



7,525 51.89 



66647.57 



PROVIDENCE CITY. 



O 



162 



117 



85 



34' 1,71650.47 



1 



3333.00 



76 8,43945.12 



1122 57,70651.43 



19 



1 



27 



424 






563 



7,785 



5,586 
4,272 



153 



933 



E 

< 



REST OF STATE. 



62.56 



48.05 



47.74 



50.26 



38.25 



49.11 



o 






170 






11,084 



248 12,246 



146 



60 



10 



bO 



65.20 



49.38 



7,06348.38 
3,25354.22 



51351.30 



15 78352.20 



3333.00 



1,23345 67 49 2,20645.02 



20,558 



48.49 69S 37,14858.22 
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METEOROLOGICAL, 1872. ^^H 


TW rollowittf tal)1>M were comniled from Iha oI)sorTati»uH of the ^^^| 


|£<-T. Dr. Caswpox, of I'rovidcnce : ^^^| 


Table ^^| 


SikMctfM tkt mean allilitdf and ranae of the Barometer, the mwailina ^^^H 


Mfadi. tkt inran retatine h<imidit«. mean rJouilines^ oT Oif tkn. iha ^^H 


MOKAer or (Uma of rain or anote. aiul the anaiititv of rain and melted ^^^^M 


«MM>, for mcA month of (Ae year 1 873 : ^^H 




1^ 




DiriorPuK- 




1 




^^ 




i 






! 


^ 


1 ^H 


-^v 










11 


II 


4 




1 


1 


(0 

1 


1 


1 


1 


|i 


H^^E^ 


!9.0<; 
29.943 


1.189 


4 


2 
2 


a 


ir> CG.F) 
IS 63.0 


4.8 
3.4 


5 


i.ss ^^H 


^^^^KL 


^^^^^e: 


89.9iJ 


1.149 


r 


4 


A 


ir til; 


4.4 


81 3.09 ^^m 




«9.9a3 
J9.93i 
i9.941 
i9.931 


n.'iii 


2 


4 
f 

r 

3 


M 


in m.h 

111 69.6 
3 67. « 
11 78.6 


3.6 
3.1 
3.4 
4.7 


2.35 ^^H 
9 3.64 ^^H 
9 3.03 ^^H 
11 3.31 ^^H 


^Kr 


Hp * 


o.sm 


^BmIv 




ao.ow 

^0.041 




s 


I 


9 86.5 
11 84.3 


5.! 
6.1 


t\\ ■ 


^K^mmAml . . 


O.flT? 


4 




90.MO 

M.»(ir, 


1 .(MM 
1.179 


8 


2 
(1 


■s 


11 78.8 
i;. 74.0 


J.5 
4.4 


10 
9 


4.»S ^^H 


^KLiankw 


Bi"' !«'•' 


^0.084 


1.0C3 


* 


« 


' 


17^ 74.3 


3.1 


12 


2.7. H 


Brbolt jmr 


49.98J1 


1.245 


CO 


4lll24luil! 7X.9I 


4.8 106 


48.71 ^^H 




1 ■ 


1. m 
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Table XIV. 

Sliowing the mean temperalure, the highett nnd lowest lemi>erotnte, (Ae 
monlhit/ range, the mean daily range., andtke greatest change in Itvenly- 
four hours, /vreath month of the year 1872 : 





TIIEItHOHETlII 




1 
s 

1 


<ire.it 


«t(;imiiB.-[iiMUoure. 


MON'THS. 


1 


1 


1 
1 


1 


1 


..„.. 


Jnnunrj- 

Febiiiarj'.... 

Miircli 

A\m\ 

Blar 

June 

July 

AiigtiGt 

September. . 

October 

November . . . 
December, . . 


27.3= 
28.0 
25.9 
44.8 
57. !• 
68.4 
73.6 
71.0 
63.2 
50.6 
38.3 
22.8 


47^ 
55 
50 
81 
84 
32 
04 
02 
88 
70 
65 
44 


9° 

3 
-2 
29 
42 
47 
54 
50 
43 
31 
13 


38= 
52 
52 
52 
42 
45 
40 
42 
45 
39 
42 
46 


11.8° 
15.9 
13.2 
10. 4 
15.6 
16.2 
17.7 
14.8 
14.4 
15.0 
14.2 
12.0 


21 "i- 
29 r 

22 f 
3i r 
31 r 
2.5 r 
20 r 
20 r 
29 r 
2rt r 
2.) r 
28 r 


9tlj. 
Cth anrt 24lh, 

I9th. 

2Gth. 

7tli. 
1st and 18th. 

4th. 

8th. 

22(1. 

2l8t, 

5th. 
23(1, 


"Whole jienr. . 


47,64° 


94° 


-2 


96- 


U.8° 


34'^' r 


Anril -Mlii. 



The Meteorological Talik-s for 1872 present the following ficts 
for our consideration. The mean tempemture of the whole year 
was but 0.22° below the averago of forty-one years. In the indi- 
vidual months, however, there were very marked varintionB. The 
first t-.vo months of the year were each it little above tlie average. 
March, with its mean temperature of 25.9° was 8° colder 
than the average of forty-one ycai^s, and 2° colder than Maroh of 
1836, which was tiic coldest previous Mai-ch in that period, [t 
was believed to be the colJesl March in Kcw England in one hun- 
dred years. It stood, therefore, in marked contrast to the March 
of 1871, wliich with a temperature of 40.0°, was the warmest 
March in forty-one years. - April wa^ a fraction of adegi-ce cooler 
than the iivciiige. Then commenced the gradual rise in tempera- 
ture whicli served to bring the year up to the average, lyid .com- 
pensate for the excessive cold of March, and of the lust twi> 



I montlMor (he >-tnr. Thui Mny was 2.8% Juno 3.1% .fiily 3.1',J 
I and Au^i»t S.V uIjotc the Dvemges of thcso ninnlli>. .Inn*', wilh.j 
I iU mran Ipiuju'intiirc of GSA' w»a mily 0.3' Wlow the wtirmcrta 
I June on t)M* riTonl, which was Ihiit of irtCJ. nnd 0.1° tichiw thntJ 
I uf m70, wliHi wiifi the next wiirrapst. .Iitly, with a mean tcnvd 
I pcrnlure iif 73. fV, wus the wnrmeet in forly-cinp years, willi the cx-J 
I «F|ilion »f July 1(438, tvliidi hud u temperature ufT.*!", and Aiinriisfa 
I with a moan of 71. U% wao hut 0.0° IipIow the wnrmeet August o^ 
I tbe aliuvp |ieriii(l, whieh wa^ tliat of 1870. During these three! 
I Diuntb* then- were tweuly^sevcii days in whieh tlie inercuryB 
I nai-hv<l KV and npward§, and of these there wei-e six in whieh itfl 
I rraehvil flO° and iipwanls. In IS.O, whieh wna also an cxception-fl 
I ally warm summer, Ihrrc were twenty-six diiys in whK-h it roMH 
I lo 85* aati upwunla. and aI»to six in which it reached or i«i«9cd 90". I 
I In 187S in July nlone there were nineteen diiys in vhich it rowfl 
I ■Iwvff W, and on four of these it rose lo DO* and upwards ; thnJ 
I «Mintb, tlicrcfitn-, whs the hottest month, we may siiy, in twenty-fire'B 
I yeim. nnd it will lie long reuiemhercd. But we shall recur to th*fl 
I coii»idrnition of this point. Septcmlior was slightly warmer nndl 
I Ortnlier nligtitly cooler tliini (he average. Novcmlier was 2° colder 'J 
P than Iht- average, nnd Peeembcr with its mean temperature of* 
I ii.tf" was 6.8' below tlie average, and, with but two exceptions,.! 
I titK ciildest Docemlier in the jieriod of forty-one years. We thua M 
use, with amazemenl almost, how, amid such variittionx, the even ■ 
^■MMimli presrrred, ami the temjierature for the whole yejir slilt ■ 
^^^■U> but n small fmclion of n degree below the average. I 

^KQHw'nin full of the yciir, 48.71 inches, wsa eiffht inches in txcetmM 
EaTtbe itveragu — all this exce»ii,nnd more than it, being mnde up ia-l 
ulw bftt half ot the year. On the tirst of July the deficiency had ■ 
Readied 2.91 iitehe». 1-^ich month up to Ihiit time had liecn defi-l 
UieBt in rain excepting >tarch, in whieh Uic quantity was l.iS I 
IfediM to excess; July had more than tliree inches tnexcflss;,! 
EAi^wt more than two; and Septenihor again more than three ■ 
Hncbe*. TliiB excess, with one and a ludf inches in exeesa in.l 
EOrtobcT, and one inch in Noveml>er, more than made up for tho ^ 
Heftcienciofe of the earlier months and of I>eceml>er. in which tho 
nOKMiiit was more than an inch below tlto average. Thus, in tho 
Hiat balf of the year, there fell but 18.05 inrhca of rain, while in 
Vlke but half the amount was SO.fiG inehea. This is in marked J 
Moatna with tbu record of 1870, ami as we have alluded to tbe I 
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heat of that summer in cdnnectinn with thiit of 1872, it may be 
wull to notice the diflcrence in the raiti-fiill. In 1870 the condi- 
tious of 1872 were precisely reversed. Thus for the first six 
months there were 31.30 inches of ruin, and for the last six months 
but 17.72 inches. This certainly shows a most striking contrast, 
especially as the nmounfs ure so nearly identicjil. The nuinhtT of 
days on which rain or snow fell, was in 1872. 106. and iu 1870, 
only 88, while in 1871, with a less amount thiin either, it was 112. 
With these remarks we proceed to the consideration of the mor- 
tuary tahles, and io the first place vi^ rccnr to a subject, often 
treated by us in this connection, viz, ; Cholera Iiifantnm. 
From Table VIII we find that the number of deaths from this 
cause was 391 ! This is by far the largest niorlulity from this 
csmsc ever repoiled. The largest number in any previous year 
was 213 in 1870. In 1871 it was 172. We present a table show- 
ing the mean temperatures of each summer mouth, and of Se|>- 
tembcr, and also the number of deaths from Cholera Infantum in 
each of these months for each of the last nine years : 
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IMB. 


1W8. 


107. 


INK. 
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-1 
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1 
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«M 
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flRR° 


]2fl 


w.b' 
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We see from this table that the average temperature of these 
four moi ths was not as high in 1872 as in 1870, while the deaths 
from Cholera Infantum were nearly twice as numerous. Looking at ' 
the months, each one in ^872 was cooler than in 1870, with the ex- 
ception of July, and that as wo have seen was considerably warmer. 
As was said above, in this month in 1872 there were nineteen days 
in which the thermometer reached 85° and upwards, while in 1870 
there were but twelve such days. In 1872, moreover, the mean 
daily rauge was 17.7% while in 1870 it was but 15.1°. Again, 
between these two seasons there was a marked difference in the 
degree of moisture, as evidenced both by the amount of niin and 
L by the amount of the Relative Humidity, or the degree of sutura- 



tino of lh« ntmwplMTC. Thus July of 1870 had 2.48 inches of 
rain and a Uclatire UiimidUy of 71!. 9, whilo July in 1872 had 5.31 
incbea of rain and a Kelntivo Humidity of 78.6. And bo Angiiat 
in 1970 had Itiit 1.71 indies of min nnd a Rolnttve Humidity of 
73.B. ami in 1872 it had 6.12 indica of miii, and 86.5 for its Rel- 
ative Humidity. It is tbns cvidt-ut that great and long oonUnued 
heat, with PX!.-*»iiive moistni-e in the air nnd heavy niins.fomhined 
to rrttdor the summer of 1872 nuromfortable, to an unusual degree, 
and were co-invident with an ixtraordiniiry mortality from Cliolera 
Infantum. Whether these stand in the rohitloii of cause nnd effect 
cannot at present (jo satisfactorily determined. Tliat heat alone 
doM not produce such an cflVct is evident hy a comitiirieou, in tlie 
aboTe table, bet«-een July 1860, and August 1872. The expe- 
rience of our southern cities iu every summer proves the same 
thinj;. They sitlTer fi-oni n much gtfiiter degree of heal, nnd more 
ccMi»l«ntly, while" Cholern Infantum is almost unknown. This 
mocb, howBTer, is certainly true ; whatever our figures may show, 
two farts arr well established, viz. : that the summer was, nn the 
whole, th« most oppressive and uncomfortable fur years, and the 
mortality from Cliolora Infantum was enorm'ms. 

The same remarks apply to the deaths from the other dineoaeB 
of the bowel* which pn^vuil in (he summer. Thus from Dysentery 
Um-tc wen; SS deaths in 1872, while there were 4S in 1871, and 55 
in 1870. or these deaths in 1«72 there were 65 in the three 
iDtmtlM of .July, Aujf u*t and September, of which 27 were in July, 
and 19 in each of the other two months. In 1870 there were but 
33 deaths in these uiontha. So as regards Ularrlia-a, the deaths 
fmm thbnmse in 1872 were 79, in 1871, 34, and in 1870,43. Of 
Ibnae in 1872 there were 21 in July, 23 in August, and 15 in 
September, or 5y for the three months. In 1870 there were but 
33 deaths io these months. In all these diseases, therefore, wo 
M>r thft an nnniiial moriiilily accumiuiniud the excessive heat nnd 
moiaturc of the summer of 1872. 

(JiMler the head of Heat wo find 10 ilenths repoited. One of 
Ibeae occurred in the montli of October, the muximumof which was 
70" ; Aa the thermometer did not reach 80° but once after the 8lh 
••f SeptrmlnT. we think the death thus reported must have Iwon duo 
to aunie other cauiir, nnd »c therefore consider nine deaths as due 
tf> the hejil of tlie summer. Of these one vran in June, seven in 
July, ami one iu August. In the preix-ding year there were hut 
two dcathii from this cause, nnd in 1870 there were but ttiree. In 



July of isn^ llipre ivcrc five tlctitlis from Heiit. The tiilile already 
given on piige 44. will enable tlic reader to eoQipiire tlio tempera- 
ture of these* Viirious seiiBuns. 

The deaths from Paenraoniit in 1872 were 108, while in 1871 
they were 189, whieh was then iho hirgeat number over rcjwrted. 
Of these deaths in 1872 there were 105 in the first four months of 
the year, Tiie following taiilc shows the niimlier of the deaths 
fmrn this cause in eaeh of the first four months nf the specified 
years, with the raenn temperature of the raonth.s. Those years 
are seleeted which showed the hugcst and the smallest number of 
dcalhij from this cause since 18G4 : 
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IS71. 


W^ 


186S. 


18M. 


M0STH8. 
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Totfl! 
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It will be seen from this table thiit in these months the number 
of deaths was larger in 1872 than iu cither of the other years, and 
also that the largest number of uioulhly deaths was in February of 
that year. It will be remembered that February was a little 
warmer than usual, and while it was but 0.5° colder thau the same 
month iu 1870, there were nearly twice as niiiny deaths from this 
cause. In 1872 there was about half the amount of rain, and the 
tneau daily range of the thermometer was 4.1° greater. March 
was exceedingly cold, nearly 15° colder than in 1871, and yet 
there were but three more deaths fr()m Piienraouiii during the 
month; it was, as has been stated, in these res-pective years, the 
coldest and the waimcst in n period of forty-one years, and the 
quantity of rain and the mean daily range of the thermometer 
were very nearly the same. 

These arc the principal points in which any relation seems to ex- 
ist between the meteorological phenomena of the year aud the 
mortality. That there is any fixed relation docH not seem appar- 
ent from what has been here presented, nor from the consideration 
of the same subject iu previous years. That Cholera Infantum is 
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m disease of tho*^umme^ months is acknowledged ; that in a very 
hot summer, it was feaifully fatal, has been shown, but that the 
mortality from this cause varies directly with the changes in tem- 
perature or moisture is not evident. So Pneumonia is confessedly, 
though not to so marked an extent, a disease of the winter mouths, 
but the mortality irom this cause does not follow the variations in 
meteoiological phencmena which we recognize. The comparisons 
that have l>een made in these repcils for the lust few years, mui^t, 
we think, convince the reader of the truth of these views, and he 
will Ix' led to acknowledge that, after all, the relation between the 
two elements — weather and disease — is still entirely uncertain. 



RESULTS AND OBSE KV ATIOXS , laii. 



Ry rftervitw In ThMo I, on page 3, we tind tbiit i 

Ifli llirru wore reoordud in th« Stute of KlnKln Island six (hou- 

aand arte hundred and /itrt-j-thrffe (*►. 143) b!r(h», ttcn Uiuumndjive 

I hnndretl and thirtt/'Kven (i,5iT) murrt'ag^t, nnt] Jour ihotuand 

a hundred and forti/'neven (4,347) deaUm. 



Th. 



if> u«tL-il i-onipiu'iwm 



uf tUtt 



for ibc Liftt niuctccii years, U as lulluws : 



lulU »f rfgistnitii: 



~ ^"""-!"'."1ms: : :: 



;T:ar: 



DHilia.1 

i.m^ 

IMiil 



As in the {tm-eding report, eo liere, wc iiulu-e a l»rnfe im-ri'H! 
io tbf number of hirlbs, and a diDiiiiiiiinii in iliv iiuhiIkt of etilU-J 
births: lite prriporliun nf etill-tiirths, Iherefori', is tnnteriiilly I 
■rned. It n-jll l>e wpd, alsu, thut tlicri? wiis n large iiR-rcasc in the-l 
numU'r uf nmrrifl;^)!, nnd almi in thn nunitnT of dcatli^. In 187S.'f 
the number uf Hvinff rliildrvii burn wa* l,t!^4 mire than the num- 
hrr (if ik-redents in the suiue year, n smaller e.\ecaH nf biiihit over 1 
iilh« limn l)n« t>ccnrred in any year Bince 18ti5, whi-n il wajt hot 
'3. Tliia vxcK-** in It^TI was 2,11 1, ami in 1«U8 it naa i.US. 
fhi Iho neictlivii pages will bo fuiind ii compamuu of ttio births, 
Rnd deaths in eat-h town in the »>tato, in 1^72, with tbe 
pn|Hjliit(uii of each t'>wti by (lie Ccimum uf IMO, and also it eonw 
pariaon of Iho staliMics in oaeli tuwn for thu tliree yeara, 1870, 
l«71 aDdt(«7:i. 
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COMPARED Wrm TUE POPULATION BY THK CENSUS OF 1870. ' 
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The table on page 51 shows an increase, in proportion to the 
population, of births, mjirriages and deaths, as compared with the 
preceding year. We present below a comparison in this respect 
between the last four years. The population is according to the 
Census of 1870, and therefore does not furnish a strictly accurate 
basis of comparison, but it is all that we have. 



YEABS. 



1869 
1870 
1871 
1872, 



BIRTHS. 



X amber. 



5,245 
5,215 
5,678 
G,141 



Ot popnla. 

tioii one 

birth in 



MARRIAGES. 



DEATHS. 



Of popnla-j 



Deaths in 






marriage 
in 



deatn m jation. 



41.4 
41.7 
38.2 
35.4 



2.289 
2.362 
2,336 
2,587 



47.5 


3,382 


61.2 


1.56 


46.0 


3,238 


67.1 


1.49 


46.5 


3344 


65.0 


l.M 


42.9 


4.2*7 


51.2 


1.95 



This comparison shows a decided increase in each division. If 
we had the exact number of the population to base our estimate 
upon, we should doubtless find a large increase, but not as large as 
the above table gives us. In the year 1872 the increase of deaths 
in proportion to the population is much greater than the increase 
of births. 

From the table on page 51 we see that in Bristol and Newport 
Counties the number of births were just about the same in the last 
two years, and that there' was a large increase in 1872 in the city 
and county of Providence. The number of marriages in 1872 
diminished in Bristol, Newport and Washington counties, and in- 
creased in Kent, and Providence counties, and especially in the 
city of Providence. The number of deaths in 1872 was smaller 
in Kent county alone, while in the city and county of Providence 
it was much increased, and in nearly the same degree. 

With these remarks we proceed to a detailed consideration of 
the births, marriages and deaths in 1872. 



BIUTIIS, 1872. 



Wc bavc nirviidy dtaU'd on pago 4? tli«t the number of births Id| 
tb« 8tiite Tor the yi'itr 18T2 was ti,143, n iiiiinbcr, hs liiis been r&tS 
rkfil, Iiirger ihnil e%-er l>efore reported. This ntimbcr ia 46S| 
morvtlinn in 1^71, H2H more thnn in 1870, iiixl S'J^ nmr« tliai 
in lii6'J. 

The jnrticiilan of the htrtlia »re found tn the tables on pagei 
I-li im-lusivr, niid these will now deserve our attenticm. 

SEX OF Till:: CIIILMItEN HORN. 

Of the 6.143 diildren born in the Slate of Hhtxie Island in 1878,1 
ibvra wen •1,085 miilos, and ;),058 feinalos; thnslbere wci-e 1U0.9I 
male* III each 100 fematoa, or bO.ii male niij 4!>.78 female <;hild*| 
fvn in rai-h 100 bum. The proporliou between the etoxe^ \: 
nearly equal tUnn it Iih4 bocii for it ntunl>er of years, as ie evident 
frum the followiii-; tab|«. which shows the numl>or and pr(i)}ortion.fl 
nf tbn wxefi, in the children born in this State in eaeh of the InsI 
twenty years. 
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From the nliovc tiible it is soeii tliat in 1872 there were 207 more 

males iiiij 258 more fum;tlc^ Imrii thmi in 1471, miiliilso lh:it thero 

• ia Itut one ycnr since the commencemisnt of rcgistriitioii, via, : 

18G4, in whii'li tlio innportion of f'ttinule chiltli'cn bom was larger 

tbiin in 1872. 

Tho whole niim'tcr of births in tlie city of Provitluncc in 1872 
Wfi8 2,206, or 241} more thnn in 1871 — n little mon; tliun hull' 
of the inoronse in the whole Sfcite. Of these birlbs in 1872, 
1,079 were m:ile8, and 1,127 tbin:iles ; or to ciuh lOOfciujileshurH 
there wfie !l,'i.7 miik's, or in ouch 100 children born 48.1)1 were 
males nnd 51.09 were females. With the e.sce[ition of 1871 this 
is tho sniiillest percentiige of male children that has ever been re- 
ported in the uity of Providence; in that year the percentage of 
male births wtis 48.78. The following tuble shows n comparison 
of the pcrccnliige of ni.ilc births in the city of Providence iind in 
the whole State for each of ihe last seven yeiirs. 



PEHCBNTAOE OF MALE nlUTHS. 
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We see frnni this comparison that the ratio between the cUy nnd 
the Stiite, in this respect, has been a variidilo one. In only two 
of these years has the percentigc of nrilo liiiths been larger in the 
city than in the State. For each of the last three years this per- ■ 
eentagc has Ikjch greater in the State than In tho city, although in 
the former it has steadily diminished. 

During the nineteen years from 1854-1^72, inclusive, the births 
in llie city of Providence werc31.4y4. Of these there were I(),147 
males, and 15, 34^ females, or to each 100 fiiniales born there, were 
105.2 males, or in each 100 children born there were 51.33 males 
and 48. (i7 females. From tho tabic tm page 53 wo see that inthe 
State for a nearly similar |>eriod there were 106.0 males to each 
100 females, or in each lUO horn lliere were 51.44 males and 48.56 
females. Thus for this period of years the proportion uf males 
has been larger in tho State than in tho city. 





SEX AM) LOCALllT, ^^^H 

Kererriiig to Tublu 11, we find tlint tlio luiniboia iiikI iimporlioiii^^H 
endi MS hi cudi divieiuD of tiic Slutc in 1612 wen- »m tullows ^^^| 




mUTItS. IKi. 




!! 


iff 


P 




II 


tLz:::::::z::::::z:. 


IW 


m» 


::: 


1,HI 




= J 




__^ 


I0B.1 






UM 

M.T 


110.8 


r.d 






«.» tM.i m.i 






Tbf fi<1liiwiiig liiltio ahimn tin.' niiiiitiei' itf males tu cncli 100 fe-^^^| 
■Mlea, iu Uie^crcml divuiuua o( Uic State, in eiich of the Iniit tea ^^^| 


BIKIII^ 




1 




ill 


1 

1= 


P 


1 H 






l!0.» 
IW.S 

iia.i 

KM.* 
US.S 
OTA 

m.1 

m.t 


W.I 

m.t 

tu.i 
m.> 

W.7 


•l.o 

».« 

1W.S 

tas.4 
IIT.s 

IDS.* 


Ul.« 

m* 

IIB,« 
M.I 
1M.!I 
IM-B 
H.O 

ioa.i 












m.B M.1 
108,1 m.ii 
lM.a ian.i 

■■■'1 "■' 

IM.V ».B 

■^ iu.a 

K.T HO.* 


■B. 






II I.I iu.e 


Ml - — 






1 


Ml 

cr 


Tbu tal>l>! Kh'iwft Ibut in IKT2 tlit- pi-nportion of mulr l>irtlis na^^^^ 
wllrrlluiri in I»71. in nil ihc <tivi!.i«iiM ot llie State, with lh<<i>x^^^| 
{riii>n of III*- tovriu of rruviUciRT roiiiity. TLo reduction is Vd^^^^^ 
trfcotl iu thi' ruuiiliv« uf NewiKirt niid Brii>ttil. ^^H 




SEX ASU SEASON. 



Tsible II shows the huihIkt ami sox of the children liorn in Fiich 
seiiaim of tlio yetir 1872. From that t-ilile we derive the follow- 
ing resnits in rehitioii to the propin tion of the scxea horn iii the 
differout sensuns. 



January to Hi 
AprtI to Juiiu. 
Jaly toSeiilfc 
October to Su 



...730 Fouiules. oi 



ibur WS males... .ran ftjmnlea, ( 

Whole yenr 3,u8S_moJeB. ^.UIW rcmfllea, i 



..I0>.4maloii toeaol) iwremolei 
. ..lOa.aiMle* to ODPli ttiO l^ninli 



It has been usually the cjisothut the bniiille^t proportion of male 
births liiia occurred in tiie third quarter of the year, and the largest 
ill the fir^t <]uartei'. In 187:2 this rule id entirely neglected, niid 
we have the sniiillest in the place of the largest, and the next to 
the largest in the quarter belonging to the smallest proportion of 
male births. The second quarter is marked by the equality of the 
proportiipus between the two sexes. 



The following table shows Uie number of children born in 
Rhi>de Island In each quarter of the last five years, and also the 
aggregate for twenty years for 1853-1872, inclusive : 
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Thus for the period of twenty years the largest number nf 
children have been iKini in the thiivJ quarter of the year, and the 
smallest number in the ftrst quarter. That this does not hold good 
in each year is evident from the above table. In 1872, however, 
the result was nearly the same; the increase of the last quarter 
over the third being but very slight. 



Tnhtc I shows the pnreiitago of tho chiUlrcn born in Rhode la- 
lantl iu 1672. Tlic ri'llowing Uiblc shows tho pait'iiUige of the 
rfaililn-n liiirn in ihf Slalo in i-ach uf the last two yciirs iiud iilso tn 
Ibe njijfregntc for three periods of five yciirs eiich. preceding iind in- 
cludiii}; tlie same ; i. e., from IS5t^l87ii, inclusive ; 
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The perccutogo of wich class, in the periods given above, 13 as 
toXlon : 
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In each dirtsion, according to parentage, tho number of rhild- 
rro burn in IVTi vns Urgt^r than in 1871, and larger than in 
any prerions year. The ]KTfent<ige of children bom of American 
{MUviitagc in 1872 waa smulk-r thim in any previnns year, and thfl 
perwntnge of Ihocc of foreign parentnge hirger tliuti in any year 
•ince 18C7. Tho ijerceutage of tlioso of an American father and 
forrign mother is the largest since 1^08, ami that of a foreign 
Caber and AmerieAn mother in larger than in any previons year. 
CucDparing tlio three periods ol five years ca^^^h in the above tables. 



Twentieth liefftstmlion Report. [1872. 

we see flint there hns been a conslanl diminution in tbe percentage 
of American parentugo, and a constant increase in tliat of mixed 
parentage. This increase ia tlio most maiked, Lovvov<'r, in tliose 
having a foreign fiilhcr and American mother. 

FromTal.le I we find that in Rhode Island, in the year 1872, 
there were more children horn of foreign than of American parent- 
age in each nf the following towns, viz. : Wnrren, Bmrillville, 
Cranston, Ciimberlimd, Lincoln, North Providence, North Smith- 
field, Pawtiieket, Smithfield, Wooimocket, Westerly, and in the 
city of Providence. This list is tlie pame as in the preceding 
year, with the addition of Westerly and the cily of Providence, 

In four towns there were no births of foreign parentage in 1872. 
These were Jamestown, New Shoroham, Foster and Exeter. In 
the preceding year the list wis the same with the exception that 
Middletown was included and Exeter omitted. 

COLOnGD CniLDKEN. 

In 1872 there were 162 colored children born in lihode Island, 
while in IB71 there were 146, and lob in 1«70. Of tlieso births 
in 1872 there were 88 males and 74 females. The percentage of 
male births was 54.32, oi to every 100 females boin, there were 
118. y m:dc8; in 1871 there were 121.1 males, and 118.4 males in 
1870 to each 100 females. 

The number of colored children born in each town in tbe State, 
in 1872, was as follows : 

Rtistol 9 SmUhBrlrl 

CovunIi7 1 CbarlCBUiwn 



WRTvick a Xortli KlngStOKQ , 

Kewport 18 Suuth SlngBtown 

BurrinvUlc S liidiraonil 

Cnmston I Provlileii(<e CIl.v W 

KMt I^ovManoc 'J 

Pawluckvl 1 WboluStatt? IS 

TLUBALITT BinTIlS, 

According to Table III there were 58 cases of pbmdity births 
in the State of Rhode Island in 1872. In each of the two pre- 
ceding year." there were 64 cases, Of the nnmlicr in 1872 thero 
were S2^ or more than one-half in the cily of Providence, aud 18 
in the towns of Providence county. The proportion for the city 



•f PhiriOentc U nacb gitatcr lluin in eitlier of thetwo prct-eding 
in eacb of wliicli it was oonRidciiibly less tlian ono-h»lf. O;' 
the flS uaM-ii ill 1K72 tlioro were 22 of Ariicrivun ami 26 of Irish 
pormta^. Of iW (>4 eaaes in 1S71 iborc were SG of Amcriciin 
*QtI 15 of Iriali IKircntH^e, while of lh« (!4 in 1870,25 were of 
Amcrii-uu and 21 iif Irish pait-ntiigi'. There lius Itcen, Iherofore, 
a dccUwl incrc-aHc in thu uumhtT of itlumlity Itirlhs among the 
Iri»b population. As in 1871, these caws were all of twins; there 

w one MiHc (if otiurcd twins in the rity of Providence. 

Diirinji the twenty years from 1853-1872, inelnsive, there were 
Tvported in Rhode Islund : 

Xneturaof ■logic lUith*. Rising A.ITS oMIilrvn 

^ Fi I «t ti>lGl>lrtb«,ctTlDs. 1,7U Rhililniii. 

Uounut triple UnlM.stVfttit U«lill(1rvn. 

Maiatajruuanf MiUd-blHli.KlKliil '...■ «Mi clilldrnii' 

or Uie whcdf niimlK'r of 84,086 i-am-s of vhild-lni-th one in 93.9 
pnM)uc«?d twins ; and of the whole nnnilier of (H5,0I2) ehildren 
'bom, oDv in 47.4 vriis a twin. 

Of the whoh- Miimlicr of (1*11) cnses of phimlity hirtlis In 
IwfBty ypitrB, iKitU purunts were Aiuerietin in 402 cases; in 438 

liolh parents were foreign ; in fi3 the parenttige was niixojjj 
and in 8 unknown. 

or the I,»37 children born in plurality «i«ei« in twenty ycaiwJ 
llicn? wen.' !)U3 males. !)30 fetnalea, nail 4 sox not knotvn. 

*TII.I^BOItK CIltLDREN. 

Aa usual the statistieu on this iM>int are derived fmin the rotun 
of dcatha. In lf<72 there were 2m2 eases of still-born children in"^ 
Bbode UliiiMl. In 1H71 there were 223 still-lnriha, nnd 234 in 
1»70- In If<T2 there were 22 towns that reported no still-births,. 
■od "f those n-iMiried 145 were in the city of Providence. In 
.871 tht-n." wvrv 14 towns only, that rcimrled no still-births, whileJ 
in Ihi* city of Providence then- were 113 enscs, and 137 in 1870i 

Sac. t»r Uie Btill-Iwrn in 1k72 ther« were 123 maied and 79\ 
feimles. 

Parrnfnjfe. — There were 80 pf American and 113 of forcigl 
[Mivntagv. In t^il thoy were nlmoot equally divided in Ibia i 
•pert. 

Cohr.— Of iho 202 raacB of ittill-hirtlm in 1872 ihero wi 
I «4itt« and 13 eoh>r«d. 



Season. — Tho number of still-honi, reported in the aevcnil 
montlia of 1872, wus as followe : 
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SCiniARr, STILL-BORN. 



The followinfr tnble shows the number of still-born, mid the scs. 
for the period from June Ist, 1S52, to Dec. 31st, 1867, and for 
eacli of the hist five years. 
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Sex. — We see from the above table that since the 1st of June, 
1852, there have been reported in the State of Rhode Island 3,221 
cases nf still-births. Ol these 1.966 wore males, 1,203 females, 
and 52 sex not stated. This gives 62.04 mules and 37.96 females 
in each 100, or 163.4 male to eaeh 100 female still-born children. 

Parentage. — The pjiruntajro is only given since 1859. During 
tho period from 1859 to 1872, inclusive, the whole number of still- 
born was 2,465, divided according to parentage as follows : AmerU 
can, l.Olfi; foreign, 1,447; not stated, 2; total, 2.465. Tho 
proportions according to parentage are for the period, 41.25 
American, and 58.75 foreign in each 100. From the table on page 
57, where the parentage of the children is given, classing those of 
mixed parentage under the parentage of tho father, and leaving 
out the smalt nunilicr whose parentage is not given, we find for a 
period of fifteen years, that the proportion is exactly equal in each 
100 children born. For this period, iherefure, it is evident, aa 
has been before ehowu, that the proportiou of the foreign clement 
among the ttill-born is hirger than the foreign proportion of all 
the children. 

Seaaon.-^The season of the year in which the still-births 
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rtH in Rhode leland for the period of twenty years from 1853 
I 1872, inolaaive, wait aB folluws : 
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nna •tioKnttw, I^H; crvonil nti noniba. l.TOt; total, 3,i»a.] 
KUUUER OP TUB CUtLbREN. 
The rotlowin^ tnhlt' sliows the mimbcr of the child of the mother; 
that U nhflher the child whoso birth is reported, is tlie tirst, 
I wcvtid or ihtrd, &c., child of its mother. Tho tabic tshuws tlie 
namlNT of the children lutrii in UhoOc Island in 1S72, us well as 
of all (Htm during the ^ftveii ycurs tVuin IH^l to ltf71, inclusive, 
aiid the total tor sixtceu voars: 
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T)m {troportion of first children Iwm in Rhode lalifnd in 1872 
wm* 25.4 En foc-b 100, attd for tho period <tr sixteen ytars it vma 
I XTi.O. Thti prfiporiion of second childnMi bofn in 1872 was 20.4 
^ is oK-h 100, and for the period of sixteen years it was 20.0. 

Th* ftillowing talile shows whnt percenUtyf of the children born, 
io rach of the Inst ten years, was the tintt, second, thinl, £c., 
child of the motbor. The calculations arc only curried to the fifth 
chikl: 
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Tbe proportion of firet children boru in 1872 wtia leas than in 
either of the two preceding years, and tlie proportion of second 
chihlren \csf than in either ot the three preceding years. Tbe 
proportion of children Hp to the fifth was BDialler than in 1871, 
but larger than in any other year since 18(57. The propnrtion of 
first children born was a trifle over one-fourth of the whole num- 
ber. In every year since 1865 the number of first children has ex- 
ceeded one quarter of the whole number born. 
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MARRIAGES, 1872. 



There weie 2,537 marringes roixirtcd in the State of Rhode Is- 
land ill 1^72, which is 201 more than in 1871, and more than has 
Ijci'U re|K)rted in any previous year. Table IV, l)age7, shows the 
nuni1>er of marriages in each of the divi^»ion8 of the State, in 
each month, and in each quarter of the year 1872. 

SEASON. 

The folh)wing table shows the number and percentage of the 
marriages in Rh(Mle Inland in each quarter of the year 1872, com- 
fiared with the aggregate number and percentage for the nineteen 
year* previous, from 1853 to 1871, inclusive : 



Ki. 



TRAILS. 



! Number.... 
rt*rccDtagc 

I Nnmbcr. . . . 
( I*rrcent«gi» 



First I Second | TliirU Fourth I Whole 
Quarter. Quarter. Quarter. Quarter. Year. 
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« £8 ■ 
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We thus M*e that in the tlr^t quarter of 1872 the percentage was 
previ.*cly that of the aggregate for nineteen years; that of the 
second quart<T was 1k»!ow, and those of the third and fourth above 
ibc iHTciiitages of the aggregate of the above i>eriod. 



NATIVITY. 



The following tabic shows the number of marriages according 
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to tbe nativity of the parties for each of the last ten years, and 
also the aj^gregnte fur fifteen years from 1858 to 1872, inclusive. 
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It will be seen from the nbore table that, in each division of 
nativity, the nnmber of marriages in 1872 was greater than in 
either iif the previous years, with the exception of that in which 
the groom was American and the bride foreign, and in this 
it was a Httlo below that of 1^72. The number where both par- 
ties were born in the United States was considerably larger. 

The proportion of American, foreign and mixed marriages, at 
different dates, is shown in tho following table. The term mixed 
is applied to those marriages in which one party was of American 
and the other of foreign parentage : 
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It is thus evident that although the number of marriages of 
American birth in 1872 was larger than in cither of the years men- 
tioned, the percentage was smaller, and bus been constantly dimin- 
ishing fur the lust three years. Tho almost conslunt increase in 
the perecntage of mixed marriages is specially to be noticed. The 
percentage of marriages where both parties were of foreign birtJi 
was Uirger in 1872, than in either of the above years since 1860. 
It will also bo observed in the comparison between 1872 and the 
aggregalp fur fifteen years, that in 1872 the percentage of marriages 
of American birth was smaller, while those of foreign and mixai 
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MKntnjre were lui^er, tliii 
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AGES or ^ERso^8 iiAitnii^D. 

The iiuniltcr of persons married at iliffcrciit pGriods nl" life inl 

UiimIc tslimd ill 1H72 is givi-ii in Titlilo V, on [mgv 8. 

Tba vrhiilo niinilKT iif mitlcs and fcmiili-s nian-ivd ut diffcieut -I 

of life ill 187i, was as follows : 
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Frritn tlio table on pii^ 8 wo find tliat three m:ilps under 35 mitr- 

wfMueii iiver 40, one under 35 inavried n woniiin over 45, ono 

ler 40 ninrntHl n woman over 50, nnd one under 45 married u 

'oman over 55. One woman undvr 20 and three under S5 mar* j 

mcii over 50. One woman under 30 mnrpied a man over 00. . 

Tbe ruilowiii}! talile »I)(>W8 the niiiuber that have Iicen ninrriodl 

RbiMic Inland at each ])en<)d of life, in ouch nf thu hint Hcvea f 

■an, vix. : fmni 18(iC-lt»7i, ineliiaive : 
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\Vr thus «cc Ihnt in I8T2 nmre persons were 
iTl, in inrerj' ilirUion of ago with the cxerplioi 
9 



Ihnn In^^l 
1 of the ptTiudt^^^H 



from fiO-lio. and (mm 70-80. Up to the period of 40 iiioro wove 
married in each division in 1872 than in eithci of Ihf prcvioua 
years included in the tuhle. The iiicreasu in IS72 in the numlwr 
of ranniages in persons under 25 ivas qnite large. , 

Tii« pcrccntiige of males and females at different periods of life, 
in eiteh of the last thirteen years, ivei-e as follows : 
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■\Vc thtis see that in 1872 the percentape of males iirder 20 was 
smaller than in either of the two preceding yeurs, and the percent- 
age of females under 20 conRidend>ly larger than in 1871. The 
percentage of males from 20-2? was larger than in any year since 
18fil, while that of females in the same period of life was smaller 
thiin in 1871. The percentage of females from 30-40 was smaller 
than ill any year since 18G3. The uiiifovmify for the last three or 
four years in the pereenttges of males and females respectively 
over 50 is worthy of notice. 

COLORED MARRIAOK8. 

In 1872 there were 7G marriages among colored persoim in 
Rhode Island. This luimher is twelve more than in 1871. 

Of the 7G marriages of colored persona in 1872 there were 54 
in the city of Providence, fi in Newport, 5 in Waiwick, 3 each ia 
•East Greenwich and South Kingstown, and 1 each in Warren, 
-Cumberland, East Piovidenee, Glucciter and Johnston. 



DEATHS, I«72. 



TIktp '.TiTc 4.247 iloulhs iviimtod iit iIk' Sliite ^A' Itliodc I^IiukI 

fin It'i. T\m is Wi iii»if tlimi in llic iM-ec-cding year, mid 1,009 

* thnn ill 1870. By a rofi-ivuce tn iho Inblo ini page 4!>itwill 

I be ae*a Uutl ttiUiit liy (urtlio liugi^st numlicrof deitlia rt-curded in 

I may our ywir. In the city i)f Pnivideiioc llii-i-o wi-re 1,603, which 

[ b S4tl mitn thati iu 1H71, and in ihc townn nl' Providciioo cuuuty 

' tbere were l..'t5<J ur 437 more Ihaii in 1»7I. Tints 7m o{ tlic iii- 

I ctbuhhI timnlK-r of dentils loini' (nun tin' rily nnd county of Pn>vi' 

As has licpn jnvvionsly atiitcd, Kent county ia the only 

drrwktn of the StutK in which the niiiiibcr of dentlis wcio lo^ti tham 

bi 1^71,Klltl licTv the dc-iTL'^isc ill tlit^ iiiimhcr wuatwi-nty-tivo. Iiii 

187S the pni|Mii-tiuii of dvaUH to tht- popuhitinn watt one in 51.2, 

[vbilc it) 18(1 it wnsone in G.'i.l, and in 1M70 one in 'il.l. 

SEX or UECBHE-VTS. 

Tbrre were 2.118 inaU-s nnd 2,12!1 ft-malcs tn ihe whole luimlior 
r 4,247 drfedviilti in Rhode Ulntid in I87i. 

e following tnhlc showe tht- tmnilHT and [Hoportion of nulrti~ 
I feoKiIeH nwong Ihc drcedent^ nnd nmung the chilc3i-cn burn in. 
K l»Uud (luring lh« lubt twenty yenr» : 
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We sec, tbcreforc, that in 1872 nmoiig the dentlis the proiiorlion 
(if mules was much larger thuu in the pi-ccediiig; yeiir, ami larger 
than the avonigc for twenty ycnrs; nnd uaiong the hirthsthe |>i-o- 
portrun of males was sm:i1lcr llinn in iiiiy year bincc 18(i4, and much 
smaller than the average for twenly years. In 1872 the number of 
male Jciiths was 497 more, and the nnniher nC femiilo deatlw 40(; 
more, than in IHTl, ivliilc, aa lias licen sliown, the male liirths iu 
1872 cx(?ecded by 207, and lh« female births by 258, those of the 
respective sexes in 1871. 



SEX AXn SKA^ON- 

Table VI, oa page t), shows the sex of the decedents in each 
month of the year 1872, in each divi&ion of the State. The fol- 
lowing table ehowH the number nnd percentage of deaths in Rhode 
Island in each finarter nf the last three years, andalsuintbeuggre- 
gate for seventeen years, fnim 1853 lo 1869, inclusive : 
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These figures show that in 1872 the pereentage of deaths in the 
first quarter was much less than in either of the tno preceding years, 
and much less than the average for seventeet; years, while the per- 
centage of the third qiiatter was very much larger than that of the 



other years memioncil, iinil lar^rcr tbnn tlic nvei-nge ; utul tlie | 
rctitn^rs of iIk- swoihI iiiitl foHilli c)iiiir1cr» vrerv, rofpcclivply, n lU 
hrpt-rnnila lillJelrs.i.tlinn in tlipalioveypurx, iinO ihaii tln.'iivciiijrp- 
We present I«luw iho inoiitlis arninfiod iii thn order of niortu!- 
ity, witli tito ntiniU'r of Ouiilbs in encli. for eiich of iUo. In^t fuur_ 




Tht first irluiKt' lit tlio aliovi' tithlc shows tis tlie lurg" mortiility 
nf Ihf hill hiimmrr of l!47i. Tbi> niMiilh of July, wlikh Leiuk 
the Ist, jirescnls tlio liirgcst nioiUlily niortiility over re]iorte<l in 
lhi» Statf, ami iiifU^t-il ciidi of tliv first three months in the ubove 
talilo in 1872, present Iiirger nimithly mortal ilioa llinn luiy previ- 
onsljr riK-onletl. Comjiiirin": 1H72 with 1871 wc iiixl tbut, cxcopt- 
i»g the lmiiitiii)Milion of July anil Aiigii>t, dio lirst fivo iiionlhs in 
Uk: twoytiir^ nro Ihi- siimu, ulthou^h the num'icrs in 1H72 iire so 
nucb birger. June, whiili in generally Iiiat, comes next to 
Ihr Uf-I on the list for the first limv sinee ISW, nnil Jimntiry 
ftir llir firHt time In Iho history of Hegistnitlon in RhuJe IshniO, 
occupies the lowest pliuc ; iu IMiti It was next to the last. 

PAUEXTAiiE OF DKCKDEXIT. 

Tl»e |i(in'iitiif>u of lli« (lecwienta in the Stiitt' of Rhode Ii-liiml in" 
1872. tie li-rtn! noil l>y the hirtli-plneo of the/u/A«r of Iho decuUent. 
wa* A4 followa : Anierienii ]>iirontugc, 2.2113; foreign |)an-iitiige, 
1,9^ ; loliil. 4,217. Nine towiiit reiKirtnl tio deeeilvtit^ uf foreign 

Knntagv iti 1872 ; these were West Grcctiwleh, .lameslown, 
tile Coinptoii, Miilillptiiwn. New Slinrelmin, Foitter. Clmrlc*-^ 
^^ i«n, Exeter, nnd n')pkititim. Fuur towns, viz. : Barringlooj 
I^frUoHMitb, Tiverton, aud South KlngstuWD, eaeb reported Im 
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thun four dpcedpiits of foreign Itirth. Six towns in Providence 
county, viz.: Biimllvillc, Cntnbcrlimd, Lincoln, Nortli Provi- 
dence, Noitli SniitliSeld, and Woonsoeket, lepoi'ted nmre dece- 
dents of foreign tljan of Amcrii'au pnrenlnge, and in Cninston 
tliey were e{]njilly divided. Tiicsc lust named towns, with the 
addition of Pmvtuckct, SmitliBeld and Westerly, reported iti 1872 
more children iiorn of foreign than of Amcriciin parentfigc. 

The following table shown the number and percentage of the 
decedents of American and iif foreign parcntiige in Rhode Island, 
in each of the Inst five years, and also in the aggregate for fifteen 
years, from 1858 to 1872, inehiaive : 
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We sec from this table, that in 1872 the percentage of decedents 
of American j)arcntago was less than in either of the preceding 
years mentioned, and much less than the average of fifteen years: 
while that of foreign parentage was greater than either of the 
years above nami.^d, and greater than tiie average. 

AGE OF DECEDENTS. 

The particulars in i-elation to the aggregate and average age of 
the decedents, in each town and division of the State, in 1872, are 
given in Tabic I; and the nnnilicr of decedents of each sex in 
each division of ages is shown for each town in the State, in Table 
VII, beginning on page 10. 

From the first talkie it appears that the average age of all the 
males, who died in Rhode Ishiiid in I!i72, was 28.41 years, aud 
the average age of ail the female decedents wasSl.lSyeare. The 
greatest average age in any town in the State in 1872, was 64.06 
years in Little Comptou, and the least average age was 17.67 



ye«r« tu New Shorrhnm. In six town? the iivcriipo ngc of Iho 
wbulv niimlicr of d^^ccdfiits waa less tlmii in tlio city ot" I'lovi- 

The fullowing Liblc fthows the nvci-ngo iifjo of the dn-i'doiita, in 
rtirh (i!vi»i»n nf the State, in oncli of tlin liist three yrnrs, tind 
bIsu in ihc a<™iTg}iI« for tlirco pi-rindB of five ycnrs rndi. viz. : 
frmn 1858-1862, from Iljfi3-l»(i7, jiiitl from 18C8-1872, inclu- 
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Wo tee tlKTefwrc, llmt in 1872 tho nvcrngo ago of nil tlic deco^^H 
■Iputf in the SLiro WHS k-si timn in oUliPr of the two preceding yeiirs, 
iiml tcM limn in two of Ilic poriiHls of five years, Iicitig Init a very 
lltti* more ihun in tlic tliinl period of five yeiii-s. In Bristol 
HMiuty. aoit ill ihe tnwna of Providence county, llio Bvenigo nge 
or all the dfcedentH in 1872 wus less tbnn in cither of (lie pi-eced- 
inp fouryeiirs, nnd less llmii ineltlur of the two preceding jHTioda 
uf five yiwrrt each. The gresilcet nvcrngc ngo of tlie decedenln, in 
1672, wan in Wnnhington eo nty, nnd (lie len^t in llio lotviis of J 

la Iba rtly of Providvucc. j^^H 

reRCE.NTAQR OF U>:Ci:[>ENTS \T DIFFEKENT AUKft. ^^^| 

TTi<» folh>winp tnhic sliows the iHTcetitnge r>f deeedents, in en4^^^| 
dm«i<>ii of ages, in each of the lust ten yenrs, and niso in ilie^^l 
BggTt-^Tal'^ nioi-Uilily for tin years and seven months pn'ceding> 1 
i. e., fnim June lat. 18.'>2 tu Dwcnilior 31»l, 18ti2, iuclusivc : J 
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We see from the ttbove table, that the percentage of decedents 
under ono year in 1872 was much larger than in cither of the 
preceding years, iiud much liirg:.!- than the iivenigo for u second 
aeries of trn years. Tliis large number of decedents tiuder one 
year was due, ns wc shjill sec hereafter, chiefly to the mortalily of 
Choleni Infantnm. We also see that the percentage of mortidity 
under live years was larger than it has been since 18(j4. tli<iugh 
not np to the average of iho preceding ten years. In 1872 the 
percentage of decedents In each division of ages nliove two years, 

10-20 and from 30-40. 

COLOIfElt DECEnEKTS. 

The nnmlicr of dcatlis among colored persons in Rhode Island 
in 1872 was Ktti, or 20 mui-ti than in 1871, and 8 more than in 
1870. These deatiia occiirrid in the differoiit towns in the State 
as follows: Providence city, 1)4; Newport, IG ; South Kings- 
town, 5; Warren, Warwick and North Kingstown each 3; Bris- 
tol, Ewt Greenwich and Charlesti.wu each 2; New Shoreham, 



Bairillvillo. Cntn^liiti, .lolitistoii, North Prnvidctict* niiil Kiilitiiondt^ 
mch 1. 

.\ccnn]iii;r l<> wx thfso tleiitli» were divided into 75 limit's nnim 
CI fi-ronli-n. 

With rc?i)cct to neaaon tlie deaths were us follows : 



.. 10 JlowmaVnr-. 



Hw ffmm^o^e of the trulnreil decedent:! ill I67i was at> ful 



...M.SB 



PtovUnnM City. 
J>.ff. 

..M.n ».». 

SUUHART or OOI^RKD POPULATION. 

Thv iiuiulicr t>f births, tnarriiifrva, and dt-aths amnn^ the c 
,yopuli>tkii uf Rhtxlt' Island, in tho several divisioiKt of lUo 8tat« 
lt*7i. Its tr<>m|):ircd willi the calurod pii))uhttioii by Uiv Ccii! 
ISTO, is as fullnws : 



POntTIES^ 



i mi 



fill 



y ■*« ■«» ■ qiT-.. 



' ' 



11m proportioa ofoolurod births, marriages and deaths in Rhoi 
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Island in 1872, was, in each particular, greater than in 1871. 
This holds good also of the city of Providence. 

The following tar)le shows the number of hiiths, mairiaj.es and 
deaths among the colored population of Rhode Island, in each of 
the last twelve years ; 

1861 97 births 30 marriages 109 deaths. 

1862 96 births 23man-iAges 90death8. 

1863 73 births 68 marriages 104 deaths. 

1864 69 births 35 marriages 121 deaths. 

1865 87 births ft! marriages 129 deaths. 

1866 124births 65marriages 123deaths. 

1867 lU births 61 marriages 105 deaths. 

1868 147 births 84 marriages... lH deaths. 

1863 136 births 70 marriages 133 death*. 

1870 158 births 70 marriages 128 deaths. 

1871 146 births 04 marriages 116 deaths. 

1872 162 births 76 marriages 136 deaths. 

Total 1,439 births 61*7 marriages 1,406 deaths. 

It is evident from this table, that in 1872 the number of births, 
and the number of deaths were greater than in either of the 
years mentioned, and the number of marriages greater than in 
any year with the exception of 18G8. In 1872 the births ex- 
ceeded the deaths by 2H, which is four less than the excess of 1871. 
For the whole period of twelve years the births exceeded the deaths 
by 34. In each report for a number of years up to 1871, it has been 
observed that, for the period from 1861, the number of deaths ex- 
ceeded the num!)er of !)irths, although in a constantly diminishing 
ratio. The excess of births over deaths for the same period was 
first noticed in 1871, and as we then ventured to predict, the ex- 
cess is again in 1872 on the side of the births. We presume that 
in the future the births will annually exceed the deaths among 
our colored population. 



I of Death. 



CAUSES OF DEATH, 1872. 



I hn« almiily lit-rii fXnimH tlint ihe ininilior of <l<-iitli6 in Hhojel 
ilan<1 in l»"2. was 4.247. Iii Ttil.K-H VIII. IX mid X, we liavel 
i-fii tbe iu>x, n;;c anil iiareiitii^e of tbc dccoiU-iiU fnim each caiieel 
<]i-nll), iiipplhvr with llio miiiilnr from ciuli ciiiiw. in cimhl 
iiitli of (b« yiiir, and llii' inTcciitiigc rtf ni'>i-tidity from catilil 
uae, aud frtiiu vaich class ut' etiiiries, in fUcU division i 

Wo Imvp to report a larpc infrcii»ic in Ilic niiin))i'r of dnitlts iii- 
lodinl unili-r tbo hc»d "unknown." In 1072, iiccirdin^to tbel 
iIiIm. Ilii-ro wi-rc 37fi deaths from imknowii cnnscs, itKliiiliojr tiv»J 
if sudden dcatb. A large majority of Ibis number la di'rivet 
(rum tbtuw i-a^ca that art^ U'ft blank in the retnnis. VVbi-ii 
HNuidcr \\w way in irhiuh Ihc rt'titni.t aro nindv np in aomu of tlio- 
coumrj' towns, it is not perhaps euriH-isinji, that wo should huvi 
mniiy lilankn. Il ih cciluinly to the advanta;;e of all protV>»< 
mil men thflt \\\vsv n-tunM should I>l- as conipk-lc an i>us)sildi 
iinlil this I oiiit of the nxw^v of death n-i-t-ives morn earnest^ 
Talioti from Ihcm, and more oxaci attention fi-oni the towrtl 
»ar rf|M>rt8 will fall i^hort of what llicy should be, in thafl 
ibirmla IhiIIi of M-ienco and of onr own State. 

Tbr followinjE t^iMe shnwa tlic whule numlkorof deaths n']>ortc 
b lUTt, in vac\\ Oivisinn uf t)ic State, and the nnnilK-r mid pre 
pnrtkm of tbo deaths in vac-h divtision for which no cause wo 
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The following table shows the number of deaths reported as 
unknown, for each division of the State and for the whole State, 
in each of the last ten years : 
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23.6 
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13.3 


13.0 
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We thus see that in 1872 more deaths come under the head of 
" unknown," than in either of ihe preceding years mentioned, 
with the exceptions of 1868 and 1869. In Bristol county the pro- 
portion was larger than in either of the preceding years. The 
largest increase occuri-ed in Bristol and Kent counties. Both Kent 
and Newport counties have once, and the towns of Providence 
county twice, reported a larger proportion of deaths under this 
head. The proportion in the city of Providence is larger than it 
has been since 1868. In Washington county the proportion is the 
same as in 1871. A certain proportion of deaths must neces- 
sirily be reported unknown, but it should not come up to, the un- 
fortunately large number of 1872. 

PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF DEATH. 

The following table gives the thirteen principal causes of death 
in Rhode Island, with the number reported from each cause in 
each of the last three years, and in the aggregate for sevenenteen 
years and seven months, from June 1st, 1852, to December Slst, 
1869: 



It win ho oltscrvod from tiiu lUt tlint in 1S72 tlict-c wiis a largej 
•a*o In thi! miirtfllity from mII llio (liHCiiai's incliulpJ in tbi 
mtoo list i(f lEtTl. with tht; cxoojuioii (if Apoplexy and Punilysb,] 
I in wtticli Iherc was u Jtiuiiuilion, nui) OIJ A;:(', from which tliuraif 
Bimitun<* oion> ilL^iilh. IIyilru(;c[iliiiliij, iiiul Si'mliitinii, whicii wort 
Pinrlihlrd in 1S71, do not iippcai in 1)472, iiml in their pliu 
■Incluilnl Dvitetitiry mid DiarrlKni. It will IxMiliiicrved that tbt 
[bf;^-«t in(-n-»8u in 1872 ia in t)iv mortality of Cholera IiifantiiniJ 
■iMit not withstand lag this, Cousumption still tnkcs the lead vitli I 
■Anuriderulilo iiicrense over 1871. Thrre was ulao a luucii lavgen 
^BOtnln-r of di-nlhs from Ft-vcrs. 

Tlw fullowing talile shows (he sex. pnreiitagro, and ajjos of Iht 

li>ntD, with lhi> 8oa.ion and lonility of their dentlis, in c< 
1 nrilb MXtpci] of the most important ciuiscd of ilenlh ia Kho(ter| 
I Id ttt72 : 
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Frnm the preceding tiible wc see lliat lliore were llGdentlis 
linm the vnrioiia kinds of aocidente, or lOniore thnn in 1871. Of 
those 54 were of foreign parentiige, pi-ecisely tho siimtf number as 
ill each of the two years preceding. The nuinhcr nnder tivc years 
of iigo wns 17, and tliis is precisely the same us in 1871 and in 
I8Gi). Tlio largest numher did not occur, in 1872, at this jHiriod 
of life, as usual, Init, as will lie seen, in the deeiide from 20—30. 
There were fifteen deaths t'roni ruilnmd accidents, the largest 
number hitbcrto reported in any one year. 

The deaths from Chiilera .Tiirantuin were 391, a much hirger 
numhor, as has been stated, tlian has ever been i-cported. It will 
be (jeeii that these deaths were equally divided as to sex, and the 
larger proportion were of foreign parentage. Xeiirly one-half of 
tlio inimlier occurred in the month of July, whk-h, as has been 
shown, was iiiuisually hot. Of this whole number of dciths 2iU 
wei-o under one year, und 91 between onu and two years of age. 
As to locality 7() pei cent, of the whole number of deaths occnireil 
ill the clly and county of Providence. We presented on jnige 44 a 
table showing the number of deaths from this cause in the sum- 
mer nnnitlis, in each of the hist nine years, in connection with tem- 
perature. Tho following table rrluivvs the luimber nf deaths from 
Cholera Infautnni for each of the last eight years, with the sex and 
parentiige of the deeedenis and the number in each division of the 
Stiite : 
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The talilo slHJWti how nuicli more fntnl Cliolom Inrnnttim w.in in! 

1073 than in either uf the ]irf>rioi]3 yenrs. Of Ibe whole uumberl 

oi^ht j-cara Al.S were ninW, n very nearly eqiinl division tis toj 

. Of thv 1,4S3 diH.'0(]piits, 54.4 pvr cont. woro of Ibrpignfl 

wvnlago, himI 45.0 per cent, of Ainpriciin. As to locality w«I 

ikI 40,8 per cent, were In the etty of Provideiicp, and 3.V0 perf 

i-nt. ill the t'iM-n!t of Providonco cr)iiiity, thus U'liviiig hnt 24.f| 

j^T crnt. for the rest of the Slate. 

Of the 1,4 ''3 detith^ in the last oipht years from flinlera Infun- 

31 wvre trnder one year, nnd 293 Iwlwcen one hikI twol 
ir« of it^v. Wo ihits fee that more ihiin .10 per cent, of tbiaj 
iiipe uumlter of donlba occurred to children in their first year » 



SMALL POX. 

AtthoUjHi lhi» dlsonsc duos nut appear in (he table 
i^c 74, it may ho well to mention that there were 2.5 deaths] 
>ni »am]\ Vox in the State of Uliode Island in 1ST2. This 
the larprtjt lumiher ever reportvil from tliia cause. This reeuttlq 
alttiic shoH-fl clearly, we think, the doftroc of protection eonferrot 
liy TaL-citiAliun Ujnm oiir population. With the large niimher t 

confltaiitly ocenrrin;; dtirinp the year, in llio large cities onl 
Vith tidi'H of u9, uiid the cunsliuil intercourse hctweeu them and] 

owu eitizens. it la. perhaps, a matter of surprise that thoi 

were so few deaths fn>m this eauite in oitr State. The pm^ressionl 

«l the mortality fr<im Small Pox in this Stjito during the last fewl 

jrars u rnlher remarkable. Thus tn 18(>7, there was 1 death ; inM 

I8««, 2; tu lt«;9, 3; in 1870, 6: in 1H71, 12; and in 1872, SS.J 

iTbc oenrMt appniaeh to the iiiimlwr of 1872, wna 22 in 1865. 

e 25 denth^ in 1873, 14 were males and 11 females; 15 wer« u 

nwrioiu and 10 of foreign jiarentage. There were 7 deaths enohl 

Jaiiiiary and Do<N;mI>cr, aiid 4 in Maivh. Of thone deaths 19 J 

L-tnrrd in the irity of Providence, 11 in the towns of Pruvidenco | 

ty, and 1 in Kent eounty. 



OOKSCUrTIOX. 

Tlie following tnble shown the t<ital deaths fmm ail known cauMf , ^ 
itb Ui*t uumlter and percentage from Consumption in the scveral'l 
TMotu (t( llic StalOi in each of the last ten years, nnd the tutnlfl 
u years, viz. : from 1860 tu 1872, iDcluaiv« : 
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CONSUMPTION. — KUMBRK AND PERCENTAGE. 



Isra. IS7l. 1870. IMS. 1 1868. 1807. 18SS. 1869. ISSl, 1801. ia;n 
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Wc sec from this tttltic, tlint nltlioug-ti in 1872, the iintiiber of 
-deaths from Cousiimption wiis larger, than in cither of the years 
mcnlioiicd, the percentiige of deaths wna smjillcr. The Biimc re- 
murk holds true of the i-ity and county of Providence. In Kent 
county the number of deaths, and the percentage, were smaller, than 
in either of the preceding years, and in Newport county the per- 
ccnfaige was smaller, than in eithcryear mentioned, and thennmt>er 
.of deaths stnaHer Uran in any year except 1871. 



1872.] 



Cavses of Death. 



rXKUMOXIA AKD CONCE8TIOX OF THE LUKG9. 

TlMTf were 229 deaths roporied from these causes in Rh(Klc Is- 
laiitl ill 1K72, a littler numlter than has ever hcen recorded in this 
StHte, 

The frdhfwinj: tiihle shows far wich of the hist eight years, the 
whole iiiiinher of denths, the iiiiiiiher of deaths fntiii Piicnmonia 
and (_'oii;;cs(iiin of tlic Liing!>, with the pei-cenlage of tlie whole 
iiiiiiilH>r, the sex and ptirentagc ot the dcccdoiit!:,niid the nuniljcr 
in esK-h division of the State : 



P.VEIMOMA AND COSUESTIOS OF THK LUSGS. 
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AimI iho following tahle shows the ages of the decedenta, from 
tbMC disi'ases, in each of the same yenrs : 
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Wi' see from the first of the above tables that, as with Consump- 
tion, tbiiiigh the iiiiinbur of dcathu in 1872 from tht^se cnuactj, wait 
Inrgeithau ill eitlicroftliespecitifd years, the pen outage wassmallor 
than in either year with the exception of 1865. Of the whole 
number, more thitn two-fiAhs OL-curred in the three months of 

tion on meteorology fur a further consideration of this point. We 

in 1871, the miraber of males being increased ; and that the num- 
ber of ileccdents of American parentage was a little less than iu 
1S71, while the number of those of foreign pai-entage was decidedly 
greater. Thus the increase iu the number of deaths in 1872, over 
1871, is due to mules of foreign parentage. With regard to local- 
ity we find that in 1872 there was an increase in the towns of 
ProvirleDce county, and especially in the city of Providence, to 
both of which divisions the number was larger than in either of 
the preceding years, being in the city nearly double that of 1867. 
There was a diminution in the numlier of deaths from these 
causes, in all the otlicr divisions of tlie State, and especially marked 
iu the county of Kent. From the second table given above, w« 
see that the largest increase in 1872 was in the unmber of dece- 
dents under five years of age, while the greatest diminution was 
in the decade from 00-70. . 
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Caiuex of DealA. 



DISEASES OF TIIB HEART. 

The minilicr of deiitbs ft<nn Diacnsps of tbo Hcnrt in 1872 was 
189, ulso a larger iiunilwr lliun haa previously been reported. 

The foUutviiicr table shows, for each of the lust eight yenrs, the 
whol« iiiiiiil>er of 0(>utb!), the mimlwr of dciilbs fnini DiM-ases of 
Um> Heart, with the percentage of the aamc, the sex and parentage 
of the Ueeedents, and the number in each division of the State : 
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And the lullowing table shows the periods of 1 
(Iratfl from these diseuscs for the same veurs : 
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Wc see from these tables that ii) 1872 there wns quite an in- 
crease over 1871, in the number of denth.^ from these diseases, aiid 
also a larger percenlago of the whole number of deaths. Thia ia- 
crease is very evenly divided both as to sex and parentage. Thus 
in 1871 the percentage of male decedents was 54,1, and hb.Q in 
1872 ; and in 1871 the percentage of foreign parentiige was 36.9, 
and 37.1 in 1872. The proportions of 1871, therefore, have been 
very nearly preserved. As to locality we find that 53.4 per cent, 
of the deaths in 1871 were in the city of Providence, while in 
1872 the pereentage of the city wns 49.2. In each division of 
the State there was an increase, but the most marked was in 
Washington county. As to ages we see that in 1872 the chief in- 
crease was in the period under 20, and from 30-40. Tiiere is a 
etriking uniformity betHcen the two years in the deaths from 
20-30, from 40-50 and from 60-70, and it will be observed that 
in each period the number of deaths in 1872 is as large or larger 
than in either of the preceding years. 

APOPLKXY AND PARALYSIS. 



There were 125 deaths from these diseases in Khode Island in 
1872, This is 31 less than in the preceding year. The following 
table shows, for each of the last eight years, the whole number of 
deaths, the ni.mber from these causes, with the percentage of the 
whole number, the sex and parentage of the decedents, and the 
number in each divisioD of the State : 



1872.] 



Causes of Death. 



APOPLEXY AND PARALYSIS. 




Am] tlio follfiwing i»b\f, Rhuws the ages of the (IccoOoiitaiii cacli 
of Uh- same wwn : 
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We sec fnini i\K<x lnl>les (lint the donllis from A|)o]»lo.\y nnd 
Paralyiin in 1R72 were leas thnii in either of the two |)n-ce<]ing 
jr«in, while the percentage of deaths from llieac niiiisei wa« lesa 
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than iu any year since 18G5. These deaths were equally divided 
nmong the aexoa, whiuh has not been the case since 1868. The 
number of females dying from these causes in 1872 was 20 less 
than in 1871. Of these deaths in 1872 there were 77 por cent, 
of Americiin iiarentiL^^e, while in 1871 there were but 72 per eeut. 
and in 1870,81 pet cent, of the same parentage. As to the divittiiins 
of the State we find that there was in 1872, as compared with the 
preceding year, a diminution \n all the divisions excepting Bridtnl 
county, in which the number was larger than in either of the years 
mentioned. The diminution was most niariced iu Kent coimty 
and in tho towns of Pi-ovidence county. As to age we find the num- 
ber of deaths was diminished in all Ihe pprir)ds of life with the 
exception of the decade from 40-50, and this diminution was tlio 
greatest in the decade from (iO-70, a fact which we should hardly 
hitve anticipated. 



FEVEn — TYPHOID AND TYTHUS. 



We extend our comruents upon the causes of deaths iu thin re- 
port to the consideration of the deaths fi-om these two causes. 
It may be fair to presume that the most of the cases of Typhus 
Fever more properly belong under the head of Typhoid Fever, 
for it is hardly probable that m-^ny cases of real Typhus fever 
occur within our borders. It will, however, make no difference 
in our statistics, as in some of the tables it has been customary to 
include both these diseases under one head. In 1872 there were 179 
deaths from these fevei's. 

The following table shows the number of these deaths in each 
division of tho State, with the percentage of the whole number 
of deaths, and the proportion to tho population, based upon the 
census retiu-ns of 1870. Of course, this is not at present strictly 
accurate, but it will answer aufKciently well for the purposes of 
comparison : 



o,,,,,.. 


Popnla- 
tlo.. br 


sl 


Perwnio 

iiin>l"T u 
•iFHtlm. 


IT»i>cirtioii tl 

' tlon. 


terzz::::::::::: 


IWitlS 

88.004 
K1.W 




1.01 

S.O0 

l.Ot 
S.7B 


Or>« tn IM 


CS. 










-• I^ 




- i.vk> 






VfertiMaM 


OTJB 


m 


4.n 









We see rrom this UiUle that tiicse diseases were tlio moat fata 

In proportiiin lo IIk; populiition. in the city of Provi(I(;n<.'e, and 

then to Uk' towns nf Providence county, imd thu loiiut »o in New- 

tooanly. The largeat pcrcentiige of mortiility, however, was 

ibingtoii county, Hiul the omnlU-st in Bristol i-onnty. Whether 

|<btrua«» aru nioro frequent itiid more futjil in (hi; city or in 

Miulry. is a p<jiiit of much interest, mid one which we may 

\ biTHli^^to more fnlly in a future repoi-t. The present st/itcmenl 

loes uot sc<>ni to ei<t»l>1ish llie couipurotivu imuiniiity of the ci^^ 

The fulloning tithle ehowa for enuh of the Inat eight yei 

•bole uiunber of deaths, the nuniltcr from these ciiuses, with tb( 

[ perreiitnge "f the whole number, the sex and [mrenlage of tlio doi 

; eedentd, and the numl>er tn each division of the Slate: 
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And the following table showa the ages of the decudeiits from 
tbese diseases in each of the same years : 
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Id looking nt tho above tables we see in the first plnco that, for 
the period of eight years, 4.3 per cent, of all the deaths have been 
from Typhoid and Typhus Fever, and chieily from tho first, as 



l»ot 22 dcslbB in the whole period arc trojitej to Typluis FevM 
We seo, tiw, lliat the majority of these cleuthn oueiirrcil nmotq 
lenuiU-* nnil ul»u iimoii;^ those of AinPl'Icaii pai-entnge. The towns 
uf Pnividt-nce county furnish th« hirgost number of lU^aths, and 
the dly of I'rt>vidcnce comes next. As to iigc wc titiil llml the 
l3i]et!4t Diiinlior occiirreil in the deciide from iO-3U. Considoriug 
tl*c iiHlividiinl ycHrs we pcririve tliiit precisely the same rcliitioiis 
tntvu litt-n preserved in ench year, as iu the :iggref;iite, with ' 
sjiqilt* excf)itiou of a niujority of male decodcntit in the three ycoi 
1867, ISGii Ami l^ti'.l. Ol ihe eight yeara mentioned, the lurj^ 
DiitniM-t of dualhe occurred from thet^e causce in 1SI>5, and the 
ocxt largest in I87i. The increase in 1572 over 1S71 was quite 
tnarkeO and. what ix remurkalih;, was equally divided hetwcen the 
s«-xc«, nnd as lu parentuge. There was an increasu in all the divi- 
•HJOfl of the Stiitc except iu Newport eonuly, nnd this inci-caae was 

■li the largest in the towns of Providence county. As to a 
the ii»ci¥a.*o of -1872 was most miiiked in llic decatle from 20-30j 
while there was a diminution in the dccado from 4l>-50 aud iu t 
perinlB over 7(i. 

Wc cloM this report by pre»onting a tabic giving a rccapitnhttioi 
at the percentages of the whole number of deulhs, fur each of t! 
bat »lgbt yenrs, from the diseases which we have been considei 




Wo thu« ton that for the period mentioued the murliility from 

eee diwases has occurred in the order in which they are 

•muign). ~ 

Coiiaiimplion takes the lend with nearly three times the mortality 
of either of the other diseases. Typhoid Fever has n large sht 
of tb« uumber of deaths. It is in tliis diMeaae, wc think, tuoi 
1 in eilbortif the others, that humau agenciea can, with soiu 
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degree of certainty, be relied upon to diminish the death rate. 
It has been pretty clearly established that the seeds of this disease 
are generated an^ disseminated in some or all of the following 
ways as e, g,^ by imperfect drainage, foul cess-pools, decomposing 
vegetable matter in cellars, impure air, impure water, and, as in 
London lately, by milk which was held to be the means of trans- 
mission. It is here then that, as with some other diseases, we 
may legitimately expect practical benefits from the supei-vision of 
active and intelligent health oflScers, in all our towns and villages. 
But even their action cannot supply the place of more correct 
views of practical hygiene disseminated among the people. 
Through these agencies combined, we may fairly hope that the 
next ten years will witness a marked diminution in the mortality 
from this disease. 

E. T. C. 
Providence, October 14, 1873. 



^DIX. 



The Registration Law of Rhode Island. 



GENEJUL STATUTES. CHAFTER 77. PAGIC 180. 



SicnoK 1- The Uiwn drrlis of the sevrml towni. or in liou t)if reof, luif ^ 
whom tlie XirmtA of itliWiiien of Anj city, or Iho town cuuncil of xnjr 
MHJ. DpuQ UiP writlufl i«(.-oiiiinentlnlloD iif itn nuthonKed iKiinmittfHi of 
Itlnnil Mtnticnl Sucietj, appoint fur lliAt parpose, nro btn^hy nntlwir- 
iwIhIithI lit nhtnin. rhnmoliigicnllj r«coril «n<i fnilex. iw I'otiiilrMl by 
ftmns pnmn-ltml by ihr ihini svrUod of tliin uliH|iti^r, nil inronimUon copn J 
Mrtlik. niiLrrinKL« bu<1 deHtliit. occiirrlnu among Um inbnbitiinU of Utt4lir 
re towni; an<] «□ or Iwforo the Qr^t Monilrty of Mnrrh. nnnnnlly, tol 
' aukn duly ptrriilinl rrtiims ihuruof ti> thn Srorutnry of Stiua, for rnirh y<<*r. F 
' iitlm no tho thirty-flr*l diiy of Docomber. Horonipnnylng Uio laiii* with ft list 
fif ifaoa* IndirlilunU r«i|iiiroil by Ikw to mftho r«tiirna to Lheni. wIm hi\ve 
Mulw lull llto nuno. nnd with suoh reninrka rolnting to tliv ol^«ct of tb« biw m 
llHf BMy il«-m important to comtuunii'nld. 

Sac- 9. Tlw Si<vn>t)«r7 of Stntn shnll rtH^eifn the ivtiirns idmId In punimnw 
i«f dw tmwv<lin|iMH.'tlo[i, and Hnnimny. with «ud) ftMi«Un('»> m Bliitll tw rnn> 
^VBdbjMnyaulborisnli-onimilteonf thoRb'xIuUlnnil MmUodI Sm-i^ty, r 
>lBdpaUI«b. niTt I'Xi-rotling ono ttaoiunnil vopiM, n gonurnl HtatrftclMii] n 
'tttnaC In foTm v )ir«)icritic(l by soclion tliird of Ilils chapter. Ho »1mI1 a 
. MMV Mild rvturns li> b« nrrAngiil. fiitl Klphnbntlnnl Intllcm of nil tl)e niuuM \Am 
' ir BMd«. tJie wholu to l» Umnil In convenient bIxihI Tolum-M. nnil onrefultjT'l 
red \n hi* uffii^o. fur wbicb bo >hnll rvcoivu iliu »'\m iif My tltillur*. 
:. S. The ttUnk form* nf>]nlr<^l tn mrry ont llif firorlsloiM of tills chapter, I 
on ■ppllcnli'in. be funilslitMl by Ilif S<M;rvtnr]r nf Stat«, to i-lerKymi 

nibrtokiTii. town cliirk«, cUtIib of Uit- Sm-kity of Frinndh Mtd 
rvqulriiig them, Fnb«tiuttinllyKfU.Ttbefull(]«rlng forms, «1s.: Hm 



record nf a birth slinll stjite Iho iliite Rnd pTnce of birth, nnme Ami sex of tbe 
child, whelhcri' living i>r still-boni, ihe nnme ninl Bumnnie, color, occiipntion. 
residence, and birlli-plnce ot the part-nls. nnil Uie time oF recnrding. go fitr as 
the B»me oau be ascertiiinoil- Thn record of n mamajre shall state the d»l« ol 
tli<' iiiitri'iiigo, place, nanio.vesidencp, and ofiiciAl slntiim of Ihe person by wlioin 
married, names and surnaraes of the pnnios, ago, color, occupntiun, and rtisi- 
dence of encU, condition, fwliothcr single or widowed), what mnrritigo. if sec- 
ond, third, or otliermarringe, the occnpntion, birlh-place, And naiDes of their 
parents, and the time of reciiriltng. so farns tlie same can be aacerLmncd- Tlie 
record of dioOm shall st-ile llie dato of deatli, name and surniune ol deceased, 
the sex. color, and condition, (sint'le or niaiTied), ago, occupntinn. place uT 
death, place of birth, n:inies nnd birth-place of parenU, disease or cause of 
dealh, and the time of rocordinc. so far a;; can be ascertained. 



Sra:. 4. Every Society of Friends, clor^iymen, and nil others authorised to 
join persons In marriiifre, shall make a faithful record of every such rile per- 
formed by tliem. in manner and ft.rm aforesaid, and retom tlie same on or 
bpfiire tlie se-^ond Monday of every montli, for the last preceding month, to the 
clerk of tlio town in which such rile &ba]l have been perfoimed ; and no mar- 
riage shall be solemnized, until the paities shall have signed and delivered to 
tlie anlliority about to solemnize it, or to the clerk of a Society of Friends, a 
coilificiita containing the information retjuired for the recoi-d of a marriage, as 
prescrilied in tlie third section ut this chapter. 

or BIHTHS. 

Skc, 5, The clerkof every town shall annnally, in the month of JaDiiary, 
collect the facts required by section third of this chapter, in relation to (Ul 
children bom in the town during the year endinp the thii-ty-first day of Decem- 
ber next preceding; and for each full report of a birth so obtained. UiecWll 
shall receive ten cents, to be paid by the town in which the birth is recorded. 



Sec. fi. Whenever any person sliiill die in ihe State, it shall be the duty of 
the physician attending in his or her lasCsickness, wiUiin forty-eight hours after 
the death, to leave with the family, if any, or persons having the care of the 
deceased, or to give to the undertaker or person who conducts the funeral, a 
celtificate stating the name of the deceased, the date of the d<.-ath, and Uiu dis- 
ease or cause of death. 

OF UNDERTAKEIIS. 

Sec- 7. There may he appointed by tlie town authorities of every town, a 
sufficient number of persons to act na undertakers, removable at the pleostm 
of the authorities. 

Sec. B. The undertaker, or tlie pciaon who conducts a Aineral, or who sfakU 
bm'y or deposit in a tomb, the body of any deci^osed person, shall obtain the 



»•] 



Appendix — lifginlrtilion J 



TncM twiniml by •^ca(>n ihiH nf thU diaptor, in rpIfUl-m In deiohs, concrmSng 
b dMiMuwd prnton. toip-UnT with iho |i1iy>>>icinn'H ourtifii^mW of tU" binw of 
ihr dnoh. If a phy«lc!sn wii« to i>itenil>nce. iind rni at before tlio etcodiI Mon- 
Amj nf liw DMit MKiveilinE roontb »tin11 mukn n retnra of th« fm-ta oblnSnMl. 
lo^silMr with Uh) ph}r»liii>iii'» cvnificittr, Ui tho clrrk of tlu< town in nfaii-h tlic 



Ave V. Any town inny vmict mnniirlpnl Inws. more pfrnctanlly bi allAin tha 
at tfu f bffrein tranlrRiiiUttrd : Fncidcit xhnj >ln not conflict with tha main nntl 
I p a rifc o1i}e>t nf thli net. rlz. t to x^cnrc the most p«rfecl ngioti niton. 



Sbc |I. Th* town cIork« or pcr-itms rwnimmpnilflii nnJ nppoinlnl a* nfur** 
«k]4, ihatl rvceJTv fur cneli rF<-«ri) of n dcnlh, mnHo nnd ri'tiimod lU rcqiitreil 
^ kp Uw. and for «awl» twx>rtl of a mnrri.ig<^ niiuip and mlnmwi ns riHiuired by 
^fifMt^rpnt*: lo bo [Mill lo tlicni out o( their reaper liro town Hvnsurius: 
'~~* L that till' ycutrly (-(iiiipeniiKtiitn lu be pnii] out of the town troiuiiry ns 
1. 1<> imy («« low n ck-rk or pt>nuin npptilnted a« nr<^rcsniil, who slwU 
jr perfonn thn ilulics prcsriiU-iI by this i-hnplcr. chnll not bv less Ihftn 
on I'nilPTtaknn* iiml otliers making rntiirns of di^Lh^ as rnquirrd in 
•nrtlnti night ol tills rlmplpr, fliitll rrx^ive for encli full rt<|>urt of a Hnoli miida 
to Uto luwnclerk, five (.-(.-nig In tile vltleis of Providt^ni'e ur Newport, nu'l ton 
eenl* in Uw other Eowrnt of ihu Suito. 

Sit. tl- If any cicrgjninn. pliyaician. iimiertakor. lown cl«fr)c. plnrk of any 
BierUncof tb« Sociniy ol Fricnila. or oilier (wirsoTia. sliitll willfully nejcleol or 
~ B to perform nny of the ilulies imposed on. or ivquinwl of him, by ihia 
he >ball. nl th« iliH-mtion of llie miirt or justlro trying Ihi^ i-anM', bo 
(•xreeding tniiiity dollnis f<ir each oDeuce; nn*-hairtlier'.<uf to thenM 
VB In which ihe nlfence aiiall oot-ur, the olher half to the use uf tlitt 
B Wbu >linll mmptnin of thv aonn. 

;. IS. In ordtT lliai it may bo more «iimlj nsmrtnlnnd that no deri^ninn. 

clan, (xironer. uiiderlsLer. or tierk uf lh«i Society of Friends, nr^levta to 

' e ralnms spenlitMi In this elinpler, each of tlie wtid parties eliiill caoM 

d rBtidenco t« be recordi-d in Lhe elork's aHlcti of tho ttiwn wh«i'« 

No \eVUm uf ndministmtiun or tetters tcplAmentary shall begrantoit 
grooOTl nf prohMtv upon Ihn cdt-'cts urretati! of nny p«r»i>o until thndunth 
A peraun. or the forts ft-om which th« snni* is pm*nmnl, idinlt bn daly 
tad iw nenr as may lie. to the town derk. in order thnt (Ik; same may be 
\mffgUnA Kicurdiay to the proriiiuns of thia chnpter- 
;. H. Sorh bonk« nr mgirtnra. or n ccrtilicnte duly certiHod by tho town 
, orpenon appolnteil as nfor««a|i1 n* containing a full copy of the rvcortl 
J anrriage. btnh ur ilcaib, hhall hereafter be nilmitled in any court In ihia 
■• primA/iuit proof of nny miuTiagc, birth or death. 
i. IS. Birtln. marrini^es. and dcatliit of nnn-maldcntu chall Ixi dUllni{ulahed 
Iboa* of mldpnta. In the returns, by Mug arraiigtHt separately, 
!. |8. The Secniiary of Stole mny. from time lu Ume, vary Om 
MriM, an4 require such wUlltlonnl Inforniatloa as bo tnay 
rC Um oliiect ol ibia chapter- 



he town 
le rword 
irt In ihia ^^ 

nitulahed ^^^1 

Ibnu oi^^^^l 
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Sec. 17. The sum of three hundred and fifty dollars, annually, to he drawn 
for by the Secretary of State, is appropriated out of the general treasury, to 
defray the expense incident to examining, collecting and arranging the regis- 
tion returns, making the necessary tables and drawing up the report required 
by the second section of this chapter. 

Sec. 18. The town clerks or other ofiicers appointed under this chapter, to 
collect, record and return the. births in the several towns, shall receive fees 
therefor as follows : For collecting the facts required in relation to births fifteen 
cents each. For making record and return of these facts as required by law, 
twenty cents each for the first fifty en tines, in each calendar year, and ten cents 
foi each subsequent entry and retuiii* 

Sec. 19. The returns required to be made by clerks of the supremo court, in 
relation to divorces, to the Secretary of State, or a prepared abstract thereof, 
shall be published in the annual report upon the births, marriages and deaths 
in the State. 
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RiK^KETAnr OF State's Office, 1 

ProyideDCB, October 13, ifl74. 3 
^ nAf SpnoraUc Ok Omerai Jtitmbli, : 

GnmjoiKX r— Tb« Twenljr-FInt Annnfti Report iipon tlio TtfgistmCion < 
L Hrtlia. HsrriiiKet ani] I>ealhs in Rhode Islniid, is horewilli pri'iwnUHl. 

Tfab report liu bt«n prepared hj Dr. Edvranl T. Cnswell, nnd prawnu the 
[ viul •Uikllc* for ihn yeiir ending Deoembcr 31st, IBT8, vriih Uto uiuivl rvcnpitu- 
I Iktatj Tnblss, jtint witli Mlditinnnl commonts. 

« luitnbar of Births for the ytwr w»s n.023, or IJII less thnn in IR79; ilu- 
r uf MBTTiBges. 1B30, or B3 more Umn in 1^73; nnd the number of 
If 4,403. AT ISS more than in I8T3. 

o iwentj-nne jenrs nni) six moniha sinee the comuii-'nceniunt of the 
_ n of RpglstraUon. i. e. t from June tst. ISSa, to December 3>M, 
I noordi in the whole Slnte bure been na follows: clilldren bom, 
s mKrricd, 78. 164 ; persons diedi Mi.SSS ; showing in the nggregata 
« birth, tnnrringe or denlh of QSO.BUe persons, 
t nlao inc]ades an sbatrsct of the rctmiia uf Uivon-es for the yeitrs 
1, fruai which it nppenrs Ihsl tliere were SOO Dirorves gruited by 
e Court in 18T8. nnd 173 In 1973. Some iniperfecilcns in Ihe prM- 
ir are referreil to In the section of the report doroled lo this tople. 
BQ|^ M * whole the relums for the yeftr Are tnore complcin than luual, 
uvaotne deflHeneies. which nre nuttnl in tlie gutyoined letter irom Dr. 
ill. aixl IS which I would revpectfullj invito your Mtonliun. 

JOSUUA M. ADDKMAN. 

Stcrtlary of flbilr. 
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Bon. Jothua M- Addeman, Secretary qf Slate : 

Df.aii Sin : — In tbo prcpai-ntion of ihe iLocompunying Report, I havn been led 
to scrutinize more closely than uaiinl the i-etiirns from the individunl towns. 
When wo coneidRr Ihc interests involred in these returns, wliellier as inittt«r 
of record, or ns fnrQisliing the elements of vital statistics nnd the basis for 
scientific inquiries, it is evident that thoy should be ns nearly complete as pos- 
sible. There has lieen.unlho whole, n ni. irked improvemeni in the complete- 
ness of Uie retuiTis. but in some iDwns there has been such neglijjonce, that I 
thought it well til direct your speoinl ntt^ntion to it. 

The law prosciibes titj emphatic ally whiit shall cunsliluto the ri>cord of a 
Birth, of iL MiLrringD. and of s Denthj it Impofes npon certain persons the datj 
of making and collecllng these records ; and it providss for their remuneriUion 
for this service so rendered. When, therefore, the returns conio in, as in the 
instances cited below, it is evident that the requtremonls of the law are by no 
means fulfilled, altiioiigh llio remunoration may have lieen roceived- 

What can be more important in tlie record of a birth, from a legal point of 
?iow. thanlliennnie? And yet in the town of Watterly.wilh 128 Births. Ihnre 
were 6!) in which (he name wns not given, and in the town of New Shorehom 
the name was given in but one instance. In the record of Denlhs it is impor- 
tant, from a scientific point of view, that the age and aex of the decedent 
should be given, its parentage, whether American or foreign, nnd. so far as 
possible, tho cause of death. Of all the deaths in the town oF North Prori- 
dence the parentage of tho decedent wiis not given in a itingle instance. Of 
34 deaths in the town of Smithfteld, there were IS in which no cause wm 
assigned, and 4 in which the a^ WhS not given. In the town of Burrillville, 
17 deaths were reported with no cause assigned, and in the town of North 
Smithfleld. of 27 deaths the cause wnsleft blank in la. It is graU'fying on 
tho other hand; to refer to Ihe entire completeness at the returns from some of 
tlio other towns, especially of tliose from Wounsocket, and from the (iity of 
Providence. 

I make these statements to you. Sir. bcciiuse no one knows bettor than y-nii 
the importance of these returns in nnany ways, the frequency with which thny 
are uunsultud for the record ol a births or a marriage, and the valuable nid 
they may tiflord to snnitary investigations and to medical science. TruaUng 
that the sutyeet will receive a due share of juur attention, and that by some 
means a greater degree of perfection may be attained, I remain, 
Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

KDWAKD T. CASWELL. 

PROVIUFNCE, October 13lli, 1874. 
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Table II.— BIRTHS, 1873. 
Arranged by Months^ Sexes^ and Divisions of the State, 





SEX. 


1 

1 

If 


DIVISIONS OF THE STATE. 


MONTHS. 


• 

c 



5 

•3 

•E 


• 

c 



5 


• 

1 

t 

o 


Providence Co.: 
Towns. 


Providence City. 


• 

o 
a 

i 

B 

& 
a 


January 


Males 


234 


12 


12 


19 


79 


87 


25 




Females 


242 


10 


16 


16 


98 


89 


13 




Total 


476 


22 


28 


35 


177 


176 


38 


Februar\^ . . . 


Males 


202 


7 


17 


8 


70 


89 


11 




Females 


206 


11 


9 


14 


74 


80 


18 




Total 


408 


18 


26 


22 


144 


169 


29 


March 


Males 


249 


10 


10 


20 


98 


96 


15 




Females 


249 


8 


14 


18 


94 


95 


20 




Total 


498 


18 


24 


38 


192 


191 


35 


April 


Males 


220 


14 


14 


26 


68 


85 


13 




Females 


229 


5 


12 


16 


91 


86 


19 




Total 


449 


19 


26 


42 


159 


171 


32 


May. •••••• 


Males 


276 


1< 


21 


13 


107 


97 


20 


V 


Females . • • • 


213 


6 


13 


14 


78 


82 


20 




Total 


489 


24 


34 


27 


185 


179 


40 


June 


Males . . • . . 


255 


15 


17 


19 


93 


91 


20 




Females • • . . 


206 


8 


11 


16 


80 


74 


17 


« 


Total 


461 


23 


28 


35 


173 


165 


37 


July 


Males 


269 


16 


14 


21 


98 


105 


15 




Females 


261 


10 


19 


27 


92 


88 


25 




Total 


530 


26 


33 


48 


190 


193 


40 



'^nn.] 



Tabu II.— BTRTtlS, 1 873.— CosfrniCEii. 



Males ... 
Femiilea - 
total ... 



Unlcs.x. 
Females . . 
ToUl ... 



Males..., 

Pemftloa .■ 

roui. ... 



Miles ... 

Fenules . 
Total ... 



MaW ... 

Females . . 
Total .... 



Males..., 
Females . . 
ToUl .... 



DITlfllOKS or TOS 9TATK. 



20« 243 1,204 1,110 224 
1S4 206 1,153 1,016 214 
392 449 2,SS6 2,120 488 
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T.ni.E IV.— MARRIAGKS, 1873. 
Arranged b^ Manlk* ani IHvMoiu qf the SttUe. 



Jatmiuy 

Fdinurj- 

Mareh 

FTrrt Qirtrtw . . . 

April 

M-y 

Jane 

Second Quarter. 

J"iy 

Auffi*t 

niter 

TUn) Qumrti!f.. 

October 

Xinrmtior 

DMenlwr 

foorUi QcuulM'< 

VhoW Yew.... 






181 
2<6 






95 tn 

17 I 40 
U 1187 



Ii« 



81 



329 
I,158<202 



1814 

58T'I 

»<J 

179.1 
234.1 

sis] 

8M'] 
S8« J 
2K.I 
761.4 
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TiBiB V AGES OF PERSONS MAEEIED, 1873. 







AGES OF WOMEN. 




AGES OF MEN. 


1 


8 


S 


i 


s 


4 
2 

3 


i 

2 
5 


2 


2 
S 


2 
3 




i 
1 
1 


if 

1 




69 
413 
13G 

2'J 
,0 

1 

1 


31 

578 
314 
104 
25 

9 
4 


93 
193 
91 
44 
19 
12 


23 
41 
51 

41 
28 

11 
9 
4 
1 

1 


1 
11 

16 
19 
24 

21 
7 
3 
1 
1 


1 
1 
4 

e 

5 
6 

8 
4 
8 

1 
1 


1 
I 
S 
3 
8 
2 


7 
6 


3 

3 


1 

2 
1 

1 


1 
2 


2 
11 




20 and iin 
ib " 
30 " 
35 " 
40 " 
45 " 


der 25.... 
30.... 
35.... 
40.... 
45.... 

50 

55.... 


1,110 

e99 
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Tablk VI.~DEATHS, 1873. 
Armngetl by MotUhs, Seut a'^ Divifwns qflAe State. 



K THE STATU. 



Febriiarj- .. 

Mardi 

April 

May 

.(illy 

August . . . 
September. 
October . . . 
November. 
December . 



■ Mftlea . . . . 
Females . . 
Total 

■ Males. ■■■ 
Femalca . . 
Total .. . . 

■ Alales . . . 
Femnlcx ■ 
TotAl . . . . 

■ Males . . . 
Peiunles . 
Total 

■ Mnles . . . 
Females . . 
Total 

Females . 
Total . . . . 

■ Mnles . . . 
Females . 
Total . . - . 

■ Males . ■ i 
Females . 
Total . . . . 

. Males . . . 
Females . 
Totnl . . . . 

■ Males . . . 
FeiDales ■ 
Total 

., Males . ■ ■ 
iFemulea . 
[Total 

■ 'Mulea . . . 



'Fe 






Total . 



Whole Year.lMales . . . 
; Fern ales . 
Total . . . . 



. 2,IGI 
. 2.23: 
. 4,403 
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Table VII.— DEATHS, 1873. 
Shoxoing the Number of each Sex in each Period of Life m even/ Town 



TOWNS 

AND Dn'IBION8 OF THE 

State. 



Population, 1870. 



Barringlon 



Whole 
Snnibor. 



8KX. 



1,111. Males, 
iFcraales, 
Bristol j 5,302 Males, 

Females, 



Warren .•.•••••• 
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Coventry 

East Greenwich.. 
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Warwick 

Kent County.. . 



3,0.'.;8 
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Newport 

New Shoreham. . 
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Tiverton, 



4,341) Males, 

Females, 
2,GG0,Males, 

Females, 
1,133 Males, 
■Females, 
10,4r)3'Males, 
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18,59.'>Males, 

•Females, 



37ftMales, 
Females, 
1,1 IG Males, 
Females, 
97l!Males, 
iFemales, 
12,521 Males, 

Females, 
1,1 13 Males, 

IFemales, 
2,003lMales, 

Females, 
1,898 



GIG 
495 
2,4G6 
2,83G 
1,351 
1,G57 
4,433 
4,988 



Deaths, 1873. 
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Taulk \1I.— deaths, 1873.— CoNTiSLED. 



TOWS 9 



1.G3U 



2,38: 
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CraDston 

CumberlaDd .... 
Ettatrrovi.ieDcc. 
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39.305 
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Deaths, 1S73. 
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Tirenhj- First Ileginlratlon Rfpnrf, 
TxBLB VII.— DEATHS, 1873.— Costincbd. 



BiuTiUviile .... 
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Table VII. 


-DEATHS, 1873 


— B ECAPITCLATIOS. 
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9,421 
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Takjl Xr.-OCTUPATIOXS AND AtitS AT DEATH. 1873. 

tfkoKitiy Ikt Avfm^ Age at Death iu the teveral occvpalimtt, l*rovid«v 
Citf bei$iy aeparaled from tht nut of Ike Slate, and ages uHtler tin 
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Taule XI.— occupations, 1873.— Continued. 



OCCtrpATIOSa. 



Oil Refiner 

Operatives 

Ovei'aeers 

Painters 

Peddlers 

Plasterers 

Plumbers 

Prioters 

Saddler 

Sboe-infikcrs 

Stone-cutters 

Silver-sniillis 

Stucco-worker 

Tailors 

Tanner 

TiDsmiilis 

binnker '. 

G Wright 

III. Labobkbs. 

Coacbmeu 

Firemen 

Hostlers 

Laborers 

Teamsters 

Waiters 

IV. BCBINESS MtvX. 

Agents 

Apothecary.. ■ . . 

Bank OlHeer 

Brokers < 

Book-keepers.... 

Clerks 

Contractors ..... 
Custom House Offiu'r 
Deputy-sheriff,. ., 
Expressmen. . . . 

Grocers 

Inu-kecpers 



76 7 



.00 



.7 43.42 

'J37.-I5 

.H.^7.S6 

219.'i4.75 

278.55.20 

11027.50 

:5fil.6r> 

2-22.00 

5 59.25 

.056.00 

4 37.00 

4 C4.0l> 

9 49.85 

78.00 

(.50 

25,00 

71.00 

71.00 



56H.^' 



849 41 



1557 
25 



19739.40 
61 30.50 . 
C4 32,00t 
3,90(;48..'iO| 92 
721 45.0e 
2203G.6C 



8.T 42.50 

42 42.00 

4,719|44.7 

428,42.80 

95 23.7.5 



7989.50 
46 46.00 . 

74 74.00 . 
18565.00 . 
Ift2 45.50 
43931.86 



*;>4.00 

72.00 

7 29.00 



I9 59.9& 
18 49.50 

1753.40 



2222.00 
5,78751.67 



23I4» 

528.12 
81f».88 
2G2.0U 

4 64.00 

5 37.50 
8 59.00 
70.00 
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Tablk XI.— occupations, 1873.— Costihubd. 



OCtTFATlOXS, 



WWOUl UTiTK. 



3 

• ! 5 
Il I J 



1 MasufarttiTrra 

I SI«Tk«tnKn 

I UmhiinU 






I It R. .Sutton MoxtV 
I }t«looD'kcv)>m ■ • • 

LTradt^ 

I Itodnrtmlcor 

I Walchmen 



V. rBOrEMIOKAt. 

Mkx. 



I Artist 

J-ClTfl EnxInMT , 1 

I' Octiyncn 

I DcDtMU 

\lMm\m 

Illuktuis 

I njricbiw 

BTlndwr 



iMutnerm... 



Til. Fkmaues. 



176Sa.33 

6)4' 6H, 0(1 

1,S35S5.CS 

1 Tin 4. 00 
2.435 SB-fiS 

12541.66 

lauc-i-oo 

84 42.00 
SiS 54.16 

7»7B.WJ 
ntMW 



50 56.00 1 

asai.oo 1 

4005U.UO i 
89 44.5d... 

119 59.50 1! 

n3|.W.50 1 

494 61.75. 6 
S4 34.00 ... 



1.159 



2 13366.50 



41.50 

24.50 

91.(10 1 
S35l5«, 
47A^3.9S 

55.44 

57.95 

22.00 
I50[30.00 

ool 1 



17644.00 

^02 56.60 

63 31.50 

39 39.00 
Ii65]t0n 



56^6.00 
62^2.00 

n3fi6.su 



4«!48.00 
48,24.00 
31^1.00,. 

13266.00 
67'33.fiU 1 

2:'7l37.I« 

22fi;45.20 1 
2222.00 . . 

I5M0.OO . , 
2626.00 . , 



780 



52.0 



i,i33|$e.e 

62S2.0 
1806; 

4fi4fi.O 
169 56 J 

797».0 
17759.0 



28747.89 
ft!) 44.50 



4:, II. 00 
14070.00 
34|n4.0O 



4515.001 

449 74.88 
64 64.00 



3.'»35.00 
S5i25.00 



lOSlJ^U 

408 M.0 
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Table XI.— OCCUPATIONS, 1873.— Continued. 



RECAPITULATION. 



OCCtTATIONS. 



Agriculturists. . . 

Mechanics and \ 
Artisans, ) 

Laborers 

Business Men 

Professional Men. 

Seafaring Men. . . 



All Classes 



WIIOLK STATE. 



1'UOVinF.NCE CITY. 



u 



181 



320 



I- 
If 



• 








o 




<i 


^ 




S' 


umber 
Died. 


ti 


a 
u 

> 


bo 


< 


:a 
1 


< 



be 



bf) 
P 



UEKT OF STATE. 



C 

-as 



11,548!63.80 



19 



16,L*^149.03131 



235 11,100 17.53100 



153 



.>rJ 



1.13250.57 



6,363 48.57 



4,76043.75 



7,841 ;5 1.25 81 4,045 40 94 



162 



I 6 
I bfi 



O! 

bo 



6 > 



bo 



bt- 



bC I § 



10,416 64.30 



198 9,768 49.33 



126 6,400;50.79 



72 



'Ih 1,367 54.08 13 



20 
60 



1,140;57.45 12 

' i 

2,57342.8«; 2H 



770 50.60 12 



591 '49.25 



1,04737.30 



32 



10031 51, 77^<i51.62;303 18,72347.64 610 33,055 54.19 



3,70652.72 

I 
50 r 19.25 

558 69.75 

I 

1,526:47.68 
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MAN tempeni/iire, the hfghett and hvtM temprrattirt, the 
g rani;c, (A« mem daily rangif, and tim grtatail chanyt in (uvuCy- 
tSornnfor eadi <monlk of the year 1873: 



I I 



OnklcM eluuigB In M bnnim. 
DATE. 



Jainiwr;.., 
SCweb..... 



K-- 



[•Jy., 



34. 7" 

2A.U 

Si.A 

48. 1 

55. 9 

65.5 

71.2 

67.4 

GO. 4 

52.3 

S.S.0 

31.6 



KoTcnbcr .. 

Dwenber .< 



Wfcole Ye«r. .-16.83 93 -9 102 " 14.3 32 



12.1 

12.3 

I 14.1 

I 20.5 

16. S 
15.3 
U.7 
14.4 
10. T 
10.4 



3(llh. 

3ril. 
6tti nml Tib. 

2«lh. 

Snth. 
ISthnnilSfltb. 

14Ui. 

2aUi. 

IClb. 
IClh and 18lh. 

4 lb. 
SrcIaodSUt. 



.Inuuurv smb. 



The Meteorological Rpcord. from which the above tnblcs are 
4nini, iiow covers n jMrioJ of forty-twn yours, and all the average . 
Nrallfl, tfi wlik-h wc shall refer, nro computet] fur this period*! 
The tenipcrnturc of the entire year was 1" Mow the nventgc ; tb*! 
coldest tnnnth of the yuar whs JiiiiUHry, aik) the warmeat July.. 
WU9 2.2° below the tivcrsigo ; on the mominfr of the SOlb, ; 
■Ihe tcmpcnture was y° below zero, l>eing the lowest since Jan- ' 

1866, when it slomi nl -17°. February whs also 2.2", 
Marrh 1.4", and April l"-" below the avenipe. The next three 
were eaohH little above, while Aii^u^t was 1.6'^ below, the 
Mffe. September and Oelober ngaiii were above the average, 
Norember 7..V In-low, and Me coldest ^I'orrmUr in the whott J 
of /ori\/-t*co years. December was 2.0' above the average, 
the exception of Novemlier, the variations were leu 
tbui ia nfleii the ense, und this month corresponds to 




t Tlinw Aajt nmlUnl. 



I Et«)kt >Uj* emllte-l. 
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AFurch in 1872, whitih wiis 8° below tlio nvcragp, and the colileet 
Mtti-ch (in Iha recnrd. It, will he ohsevvcd thnt the summer was 
com]'amtivelycuiil. Thory were tlirec il:iya,iii which tlio tempera- 
ture rose to 90°, and cightei'u in which it reached Hh" ; in the 
preceding summer, there were six of the former and twenty-seven 
of the tiitler. The mean temperature of the summer months and 
of September in 1873, was Cli.l°, or 2.9° lower than for the sume 
Iieriod in 1872. 

The rain-tiill of the year was SS-JiO inches, being move than 
ten and one half inches above the average, and nearly four iuehes 
more than in 1872. In contrast, however, to 1872, thia excess 
in 1873, was quite evenly distrilnited throughout the year ; in the 
preceding year, the first six months showed a delieit of nearly three 
inches. In 1873 each month had mora than the average amount 
of rain, with the exceptions of March, April and June, and in 
each of these the deficiency wiis less than one inch. In 1873, 
Janufiry had two inches more than the average, and on the first of 
March, the excess was over three inches. At no subsequent 
period was the excess loss than that amount. Tlio month of 
August had nearly eight inches of rain, being about four incbeg 
above the average, and on tlio first of September, the excess was 
eight inches, being equal to the excess tor the whole year in 
1872. 

The number of days on which rain or snow fell was 99, while 
in 1872 it was 106, and in 1871, with nearly five inches Icse tUan 
in 1873, it was 112. The atmosphere was relatively driest in 
May and November, and dampest in Septeml)er and December. 
The prevailing winds came from the western portions of the 
heavens on 221 days, and from the eastern on 131, or very nearly 
in the proportion of 5 to 3. 

With these preliminary remarks we turn to the tables of tiie 
Causes of Death, in order to pursue our investigations in regard 
to the relation between Meteorology and Disciise. Wo are well 
aware of the crudity of these efforts. All onr comparisons are 
made from monthly reports of deaths. If wo could have weekly 
reports of Kieknem we might hope eventually to arrive at some 
more positive information. The late lamented Dr. Geoi;ge Derby, 
of Boston, proposed, not long since, a plan for arriving at a 
knowledge of the prevailing sickness in ^Massachusetts, but how 
successfully it has been carried out is unknown to us. How far 
the moitality is a tiue indication of the degree of prevailing sick- 
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neM is nncortuiii, hut as wn hnvc im other iiifiirmatii>n, we are 
forced lu Irnfr our compurisou upon lliose rctiirus. 

From Tabic VIII., wo fin<l that tlic mimlwr of doatli» from 
Chiilcni Iiifaiiliim iti \iil^. wa$ 285, liting 79 Ifss Umn in 1878. 
mmI irilh that vxt'cptioii, thu liirgest numl>cr reported rrom ihU 
tlisena?. The lalde beluvr ehuwa the i)um<K-r of deaths from thU 
disease iii each uf the aummer months and in Septeml>er. with the 
mean tenipemturc of the mouth, in each of the liiet eight years. 
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Loiikin^ at the statistics of the last two years we eau find hut litllo 
support fur the thiiiry Ihnt the inortalily of tbia disease is directly 
drpendpDl ni>ou the de'^n^'c of lieat. Tbue, with a vnrtnliiin in 
July of but little more than 2°, there is ii diffeiiiiep of "9 in the 
aumlwr »f deallis, iind in .\ugunt, with a variation of i.'t", there 
ia u difference of six only in ihe niortuiity ; in Septemlxr, with a 
dilTfretn^ of Iom than 2^, there is a diffcreuee of lliirty in the 
mortality. ComiMtriiig Jidy of I87H with Au^ist of 1872. wo ' 
find the hitter wua 0.7° the warmest, and it had twenty-two moro 
fleaths. If we extend onr olwerrution to the totalo of the viriolU 
jeara in the tHlde, we flud that in lt<7U the nrenige temprraturu 
of these TuonUiH was more than 3° higher than in 1KT:1. and yet 
the nuffltHT cf (iGiiths is Hfty-six less, and iti 1804, with an avcr- 
ag» tempenituiv 0.5" higher, the number of deaths wu 11.^ teas 
Ibati in 187^. We shall not pnrauo the s»hject further at Ibis 
tiniP, hill wonUl merely remark that in order to form a e-irrcct 
omnion, wp should kuow tlie exact infantjio population and the 
mttDtwr of deaths per 1 ,00<). Thua how much of the differeiiea 
in mortality between 18lilJ and 1872 is due to the elmnnit (»f 
btcmue of popniotion we oaiinol tell, but of course something ia 
to be ■9cril>ctl to that clement. From tlie nature of the ca>e we 
arrivu at tlicsc necessary data with regard to the S^tate. 
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It is only ill a city, with fjiitbfiilly exociited registiatidii laws, 
that titcsc problems cnn find a eatistactory solution. There, with 
weekly rciKnts of deaths and changes of the weather, with careful 
estimiitcs of the infant population, no should hopti to secure some 
)iniK)i-taut results. The city of New York now presents these 
advantagoB, and we trust that a few years will show some positive 
conclusions from the obseiTatiuns thus carefully made. 

The deaths from Diarrhoea and Dysentery In 1873, were also 
considerably less tbau in 1872, there being 54 from Diarrhoea 
and 36 from Dysentery, whilo in 1872, there were 79 from the 
former, and 83 from the latter disease. The deaths from Dysen- 
tery were coneiderably less than in several of the immediately 
preceding years, while those from Diarrhoea exceeded the numl>er 
of many of these years. 

One death is reported from Heat in the month of August, and 
two from Frost-bite in the mouth of January. 

The deaths from Pneumonia in 1873, were 191, while in 1872, 
they were 19i, and 1811 in 1871. In the first four months of 
1873, there were 96 deaths, jnst one half of the whole number 
from this cause. The following table shows the mean temperature 
and the unniber of deaths from this cause in each of the first lour 
mouths of the last four years. 
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We thus see that in 1873, with an average trmperuture for 
these months lower than in either of the preceding years, the 
number of deaths from this cause was less than in either, with the 
exception of 1870. The different months present some strikinjf 
peculiarities. Thuf, January, 1873, was aliout 1° colder than in 
1871, iuid had one less death : it was 9° colder than in 1870, and 
had but three more deaths. February was 3° colder than in 1872, 
and b.id four less deaths, while it was but 2.5° colder than ia 
1870, and had ten more deaths. March was 8" colder than lu 
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1871 , and bnil wveii Ipw drutlis, while it waa more tliaii t> wanner 
than ill 1872, nml had u-n li-ss di-nllis. K\m\ wrs A" varawT than 
in 1870, with the snmo number of denlhs. while in 1)471, with 
liot A slijiht increase of lempentlure, there were five lo&a ilenths. 
lo the last two years it will Ik) nh»orvf(] that the latest numlwr 
of monthly deaths fruin this eaiiso was in February, and the 
Doxt largest in April, and that in IF^TO, the Inrgcat nunilier oc- 
curred in April. The mortalily frr-ni this disease, thereforo, does 
not bare any s|)ecinl dcpeiidonfc upon the degree of teniperalnre. 

The deaths from Scarlatina iu \^li wore 287, the Inrj'e.'it num- 
ber yet rc|K>rted from this canso, exceeding by one the nnm- 
ber reported in 18ti9. Of these deaths iu 1873. thoi-e were «7 in 
JaDtmr>', 26 each iu Septemlicr and Oetober, 30 in NuTember, 
■od St* in December. In .lunmtry, l«fia, there were 51 deaths 
Irom this eause, 6o tliut the number in Deeenil>er, 1^73. is pro- 
iMhly Ibe Inrgesl monthly number ever reported from 8oarlatina. 
The probability is that .laniiary of the present year will show 
so increase over the preceding Dccemlicr, as this, disease, as we 
haire shown in a previous rei>urt. pursues n qniti' regular courM 
of increjise and diminution, depending upon the supply ut ninto- 
rial. But t>^-nud the fact that it is generally more fatal in tJie 
winter than in the summer, there iu no speciid depcndcm^n upon 
nwtoiirulogical phenomena. We shall hereafter recur to thiaaub- 
jcrt. 

Witli these statements we dose this portion of Uio report. 
Xumerous suggestions arise from the facts that wo have thus 
placed together, but wo will not enter into them. For ton years 
wc have brought these two classes of facts face to face wilh each 
other, and we ^till munt acknowledge that wo fail to liud any 
mutual depondcnco of the one upon (he other, auylhiu}^ so jiosi- 
tivc as to enable us, with given meteorological phenomena, to 
prvdict the variations in the degree or causu of mortality. 
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KESULTS AND OB-SERVATIONS, 1873. 



Bj- ivfiTciirc 111 Tiililc I, oil ijago 2, wo liml llinl in ll»' ycnp 
1873, (here wcro rccimled in tito State of Kliodc Isliiiid, nx 
tMouiKiHit anii ttcf^uitf-iica (ti,022^ birtha. Mo ihoumintl six huntlmt 
and Ihirly (2,ti30] umrriaffca, and Jour tioutantt Jour hunditd 
OMtl three (4.403) deat/it. 

Tbo Ufiiial cuin|»iri8iin of the results of regiHtration iti tlio State 
fi^r llic Wt twenty ymrs U us fulliknn : 

Wliolo nniDlKir 
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Wo oli«MV« ht'iv. fur the ycnr 1873, a diminution in llie niim- 
Iw[ of i*irtlt». dihI mi intTonsr in the iiuiiilirr uf ntill-liirths. nui] 
bem-t- un iacnuise in Ilif proporlifin of tho luller. AVenlso obsorvo 
■n iiKtvuBc in tlio niinibcr «!' ninriiagcs and in iho numlit-r uf 
dr>tl)». TIh> cxivss of living' liirtlis over dfallis In 1873, wa» 
ISHI. II hmnlK-r vxt^ea tlmn in lH'ii. wbfn it wns 1,(1114, ur in 
lft7l, wht^n it wm 2,111, and llic sninllee.t ainoc IRtiA, when it 
wu )Mit 31A. 

On the npxt tivo piigcs will he funnd a cumpamon of the births, 
; And doalltd in radi town in tho Stntc, in 1873, with the 
ition of eiii'h town hy tho census of 1870, and al«o n rom- 
Kiq of (he statistics in each town for (he three yearv, 1871, 
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BIRTHS, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS IN RHODE ISLAND IN 1973, 
COMPARED WITH THE POPULATION BY THE CENSUS OF IB70. 
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The estimates in the foregoing tables are based, as has been 
stated, up<iu the census of 1870. It may he o( interest to state, 
in this connection, that a census of the City of Providence was 
taken on the first of May, 1874, as the city limits were then en- 
larged, by including a [portion of the town of North Providence. 
The population of the City of Providence on that day was 
99,608, and of this 15,120 belong to that porti(m of the city 
which was recently annexed, so that the (lopulation of the city as 
represented in the census of 1870, was, on the above date. 
84,488, or an increase of 17,584 since the census of 1«$70. 

The following Table shows a comparison of the births, marriages 
and deaths in proportion to the population, for e:ich of the hist 
five years : 



BIRTHS. 



MARRIAGES. 



DEATHS. 



YEARS. 



Of popula- 
Number. tion oae 
> birth in 



1869 5»i45 

ISTO 5.313 

1S7I 5»ff:s 

1872 oau 

1873 «023 



HA 
41.7 

36.1 



Of popaIa-| ^y^ noDola- I>^aths in 

Number. itliJL^J'X Samber- tion one each 100 of 
marna^ , ^^^^^ ^^ the popu- 



latioD. 



I 



47.5 
4B.0 
46.5 
42.9 
41.3 



3,2fi* 

4;247 
4.4(M 



64 9 

67.1 
65.0 
51.2 
4i).4 



1.56 
1.49 
1.54 
1.95 

2.03 



We see, therefore, that in lv<73, the proportion of births, mar- 
riages and deaths to the j.H)puUili(»n, was greater than in either 
of the years nieutioued, with the exception of the proportion of 
births in 1872. 

From the Table on page 51 we see that in 1^73, the number of 
births was lai-ger in Bristol county and in the towns of Providence 
county than in the two pivceiliuii: years, smaller in Kent and New- 
port counties and the City of Providence, while in Washington 
county it was precisely the same as in 1872. The numl)er of mar- 
riages was larger in each division of the State, with the exception 
of Newport county. The numberof deaths was smaller in Bristol 
and Kent counties, and in the towns of Providence eouutv, and 
larger in Newport and Washington counties, and iu the City of 
Providence. 

'With these remarks, wo proceed to a detailed consideration of 
the births, marri;igcs and doiUhs in 1873. 



BIRTHS, 18 73. 



It tin« nirondy 'm'cii ntnte*! on pnsr 4i> lliiit tlip iiiittibrr ot I 
in tlii< State nf Rlinav Island. n>r the yenr 187». vrns 6,022 t ■ 
num1>fir 121 kas ihmi in 1878, but. with ihal exrcptiuii, 
ttuin ever iK'fDTO reported. 

Th(! (mrltculurs of tb<- Iiirtliii nre fouti') in the tithlca on [; 
2-0 indnnive, uikI thcxtt ire will now L-onsiiler. 

SEX OF THE 01I1LDKE.V UUltK. 

or the 6.022 ohiltlmi bom in 1873, in Kbodo Mnnd. 3,1S5 
(re miilcs, ntid 2,887 fcninlM ; ihtia llioru wvra IU8.fi innU-ii to 
Mch lOU fcmnlci, or .■>2.0(I mHli>. iind 47. iU remnlfl children hi 
neb 100 Iioni. The ftillowiiiji Tiible *h<i\*tt tho iiiimlwr luid pro- 
portioii nf (Ik- hcxcs uf tho dilldrcn born in this State, iu cnch nf 
ttw last twt-nty-one years. 
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(ling year, Tliit* excess oi' mtiles is pHitly due lo an sieliiiil in- 
creuso of male liirtlis, nml partly to a diminutUiii in the nuiiilier 
of fenialcd. Thus in 1873, ibere were 50 more male Idrlhs, iind 
171 lesB fi-nmle liirths thiin in 187i. In the prcviims report, it whs 
rvmHrkcil tliMl, in Init imo year sinee Ihc cnmnienccnient of regis- 
tnttion. liiid tlio propurliun cf fi'tuiile hirtlis been sn l:>rge as in 
1612. We now nbserve Ihnt, in utily lliree yeiirs, lins the pnt- 
pnrlion of fi-iniiiu births lioen st) .--iniili iis it wns in 1873. 

Tile whole niiin1>er of births in the City of Pruvidenie in 1S73 
was 2,128, being 7« less than in 1872. Of these births in 1873. 
there were 1,110 uiiiles, imii 1,018 femiiles; thus there weru 
109.0 mules t«. eaeb 100 females born ; or, iu eaeh 100 births, 
there were 52.21 males iinil 47.72 fi-miilea. We thus see thiit, in 
the City of Providejieu tiio proportion of innle lilrths wns larger 
than ill the State. The following Tabic showsa eomjiarisoii of the 
percentage of male births in the City of Provideueo, and in the 
State of Rhode lalnnd, for each of the last eight ycar^. 

PERCENTAOE OF MALE BlRTHa. 
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We sec from this Table, first, that in 1873, as has l>een slated, 
the pereentage of males, Imth in the City and in the State, were 
larger than ill either of the prceediiig years mentioned, and alao 
that the pL-recntago in the City was larger than in the .State, 
a fact which has not oeenrred since 1869 ; and farther, that tile 
percentages of the two were mon.t nearly equal Than in any year 
since 1866. 

During the twenty years front 1854-1873 inclusive, the births 
in the City of Providence were 3:^,622. Of these, 17,257 wore 
males, and 16,367 females, or to each 100 females born there 
were 105.4 males ; or in each 100 lihths there were 51.33 males, 
and 48.67 females. From the Table on page 53 we find that, m 
the Slate for nearly the same period, the proportion' of inules t8 
slightly larger; it being 105.6 males to each 100 fuinules, and in 
100 births 51.35 were males and 48 65 females. 
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[ TUvTrIiIo chowK timt, in (t*73, the pcrcnntnge t»f owI« I 
• krgLT llinii In 1H72, in nil tbu Jiviciuns of llin Stntr, wilh tl 
tion ut N\'usbiii;2t((n cuuuty. TbU iucroasc wns tlie most 
nl ill BrUlitl mid Nf»'|ii>rt couuticd, and the lenvt in tbe 
s iif Pnividi:!!^' cminlv. 



6EX AND &KASON. 

From Talik 11 wc- find the nuniher and sex of the children Imni 
in each season of the year 18V3. From thut Table we derive the 
following reeulte, iu reliitioii to the proportion of the sexes Ijorn 
in the different seasons : 

JruitiaryTo Hnrch fia3inti1c8....e9TfcinMGB. or — W.Smak'aiaeachiaoicmBJeh 

Ajirll tti Juni! 7S1 males. ... BIB fuunlea, Dr-.-lOS-a inalce loeaoh 100 femalDB. 

Jolylu Seplpmbpr ammnlps TM rcmBlUB. or...ira.DmBliw to each 100 fcmBlos. 

Oclober lo Deocmbor- BTOmalva — ;S8 femii]ea, or...ll0.t males lo each lOorinaalM. 

WUole Year 3.IUmnle8...3,8S7rcmo]('»L, or.-lOS.BiualeatoeaclilOOfemaleii- 
We ohsorve wgain this year un exception lo the rule that the 
hirgeot proijoi'tion of male hirtha occnrs in the first qiiaHpr. In 
1 873, the tirst quurter hiif the smiillest pruputtloti uf male births, 
and the htrgest occurs in the second quarter. There is, iu some 
of the months, a striking equjility in the number of children 
born of eaeh sex, an will be seen by reference to Table II. Thus 
in March it was precisely tlio same for each ; in Fcl)ruary, there 
were two more girls than boys born, and in November two more 
boye than girls. 



The following Table showe the number of children born iu 
Rbcde Ibhmd in each quarter of the last six years, aud also the 
aggregate for twenty-one years, from 1853-1873 inclusive : 
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Hius, for a period of twenty-one years, wo iind that the ki^eet 
number of births has been in the third quarter, and the smallest 
in the first. In 1873, the largest number occurred in the last 
quarter, and this was also the case in the four preceding years. 



PiHENTAnE. 

Table I shows the pnrcntnpft of the children horn in the SUti 
of Rhode Island in 1873. The following tnble shows the j. 
enta-re of the children lioni in the State, in each ol'lhc la«t three 
years, and fur three periods of fivo years each ; i. c., from 1858— 
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The pftTceatage of each class, in the ^lerioda ^ven above, is i 
lUlowi: 



rABlOTAOK. 


isn. 


ISTI. 


itn. 


ussi. 


iTA. 


ics. 




li.m 

U.H 

t.m 

B.ll 


ti.n 

4.M 
4 74 


u.n 

«1.M 


4.tS 


i.n 

4.11 




»»*». 

Am bOwr BBd tor. moUKT 

rw-Mberaad An. dioUim-.... 


S.M 

■-it 


•.^i 


HO.M 


»,.. 


».« 


IWM 


m.« 


m.» 






tee from these Tables that (ho diminution id the numl>er a 

in 1673, as comjinred with the previous your, iti due t 

of foreign and mixed pnrentiige. Thvre was nu increase iaH 

of American parentage, over either of the two prenoiw 

Iht; peroeutage of these births in 1873 excei-dcd ttuit of 

births, the reverse being the eiuw iti 1872. Tlio pcr- 

tbose of American pnrenta^ in 1873 was the largest c 

18(i8, and that of foreign parentage was sinalk 



Tieenty-First lii-gistralion lieporl. 



[1873. 



thnn in either oF the lust eleven yestrs, and prnlmMy smnllcr thnn 
in any yenr since the commencement of refjistrntiun. The per- 
centage of those hiiving tin American fiither iind ti fiireign mother 
wna Gmnller thiui in utiy yeiir since 186^, nnd that of tho^c having 
a foreign ftitlicr and an Amcrlciin mother was smaller tliiin in 1871 
or 1S72, hnt larger than in the yeiirs jirecediiij; iho latter date. 

From Table I we Iind that, in the year 1873, ihero were more 
children Imrn of foreign than of ATnorican parentiige in each of 
the folluwing towns, viz. : Biirnllville, Cranston, Ciinihevlnnd, 
North Pn)videnue, North 8niilhfie!d, Piiwtuckct. and Woonsooket. 
In this list in liil'2. In nddilion to the sihuve, wert' the following: 
Wurron, Lincoln, Smilhficld, Wcstiily and the City of Provi- 
dence. 

There were seven towns in 1S73, in which there were no biilhit 
(if foreign parentage. These were Barrington, Jamestown, Mid- 
dietown. New Shoreham, Portsmonth, Foster, and Exet'-r. In 
the preceding year three of these towns were not iiieluded in this 
list. These were Harrington, Middletown and P<n'lsn]outli 



COLORED CIIILIIREX. 



In 1873 there were 163 colored children horn in the St«( 
Rhode Island, or eight lea« than the nnmhcr of 1872. Of 
births in 1873, there wei-e 86 males and 77 females. The 
eenlago of male births was 5^. 7(i, or to each 1 00 females born 
there were 111,7 males. The projxn'tion of males was smaller 
than in either of the three preceding yearn. 

The nnmlicr of colored children born in each town of the Stiite 
in 1873 was as follows : 
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I'LDKALITY BIRTHS. 





According to Table III there were 57 case 
Kbode Island in 1873, This nntnber is i 



^ 



I of plurality liirths in 
lie less than in 1872, 



I aud w;r^o li*** Ibaii iit rillHT of thr two picccdiii^ yciin*. Of tlio 
I ninnlwr in I«73 thtrc wt-iv 22 m tlic City of Pnividprn-**, uikI the 
I Mine niiRilior in llio tnwiiH tit' Provide iico <-uuiity. Of tlu- .')7 caapa 

iu 1073, tlivix- tvcrf 25 nf AinerUnii, 14 ff IrUli mid 10 of Enj;li^)i 
I parculup.-. Ill IS'!!, ihiTD wi-n- 22 nf AmL-rk-nii, 3i> ul' ]ri«li. and 
I buloucitt 1-Iiigli^ti |ian'ntuge. Tliusllicro wuh a muikcd incriiise 
I iu tbe biltT, u slight itnTfiisP in iho^iMif Anu'ririin piUTiilage, 
I ■11(1 n dti'idi'd diminutiun in tliusouf'Irifli iiurfiitiigi-. Then.' wi-ro 
I two cusfs 111' trijik'tFi in the City of Providence, in one of wliii-h iill 
I wern iimW, nnd nf OL-nunii piirentiigo, and in the otlu-r nil wortj 
f ffiunlfs, luid III' Irish piirt-ntiigc. In 1^71), iIktl' wcit uUo Iva 

CM«es of Iriiilelx rciioiird, ont- all males aud of Anu-riviiu parentage, 
I Kut) itne of two niiih-s and onr ftinnlo nf Irish |)Hrentti}r<'. 

During till- Iwcnty-onu y<<ar7 from 18J.')-1(<T3, inelu»ivv. lliera'j| 
I were re|iorted in Hhude leiund: 

■AHBaHMMMnKl'-tiliiha. RlTInc , ..n.DUCl 

■URMMiaattwliihlnlia. itlvlns I JH oliIUIiv 

^BpiWM* ol mpl* 111 tt Ua. Rl Ting ......* Ho) 

■iMtMalMKnorvblUI birtb, iflTtng I 

I Of Ibe 'nhiite number of (90,04!l) c-nsot of child birlh. nnc in 

I W.0 pruUuwd twins; nnd of tin? whole number of (yi,034) cliiU^ 

I Una horn, mu- in 40.1) was a twin. 

I Of the whole numlier of {'MS ) cases of [lUimlity birlhc iu tTrcOi 

I IjriMW ycnr*., bc»th purcnts were American in 427 ciisea; bolB 

IprumtB irere foreign iu 4(i4 caseti; in G'J tJie parentage was mixed J 

Hand in 8 unknown. 

I or the 1,953 children born in ]duraiity cnaoa tn twenty-oM 

^}tmn, Ibcre were !f68 males, and UUl females, and 4 sex nol 

Ifcnowo. 

I STIU--UOKN CIULIIKKN. 

I The Btatisticn on this p«iint are derived from Ibc n^lume of 
tifekUw. In lt>73 tben< were i28 enses of still-born children inj 
K&budo Ipluud. This nnml*cr ia 26 more tbiin iu 1M72, and 5 toon 
ilhiainl87]. In 1870, there were 2.14 oaiicit. OrthoaorepoH 
1^ U(73, tbire *ere 131 in the City of Providcnee. Fourtet 
ItmroB n>|iiir1ed no i*l(ll-birlhB, while iu lt47:i there were 23 lowiu4 
llo which none were reported. 
[ Htx. — Uf the i»titl-born in 1873, there were 145 malcH audi 
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Paren(a'je.—Oi the 228 cases of still-birlhs, 135 were of Amer- 
icau, iiuti 113 of foreign parentnge. In 1872, the propoilioDS were 
rever-ied, there being 8!l of Amerieaiito 113 of foreign i>arentage. 
. Color. — In 1873 tht-re were 216 cnscs of etill-birtha among the 
white popniatioii. imd 12 among the colored. In 1872, there were 
189 among the forniur, luid 13 among tlo latter. 

*Sf(Mt>n.— The number of atill-t>irth3 reported in the aeveml 
months of 1673 was ue fullown : 
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SUSIMARY, STILL-HORN. 



The following Tiilile shows the numlier of still-horn, and the 
sex, fur the period from June 1st, 1852, to December 31st, 1868, 
and for each of the last five years. 
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Sex. — We see from the above Table that eiuce the first of June, 
1852, there have been i-eported in Iho State of Rhode Island 3,449 
cases of islill-birth. Of these 2,111 woi-e males. l,28(i females, and 
52 sex not stilted. This gives «2. 14 miilcs and 37.S(i females in 
each 100, or 164.15 mule to each lOU female still-horn children. 

Parentage.—The parentnge is not given prior to 185<J. From 
1859 — 1873, inclusive, the whole number of etill-births was 2,693, 
divided aciordiiig to parentage as fullows ; American, 1,151; 
foreigu, 1,540 ; not stated, 2 ; total, 2,G93. The proportions ac^ 
cording to parentage for the above period are 42.77 American, 
and 57.23 foreign, in each 100. From the Table on page 57^ 
where the parentage of all the children born is given, ive find 
that, including those of mixed parentage under that of the fat 
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Births. 



vxt-ludin^ those who&c p»miliigc wna not given, the perc 
•ge of Amcrirnii [uirenlii^tt, for n prrioil of Hixtooii yciin*. wm 
45.tfO, ami lliiit (if fun-ipi pnrcntii^o, 54.20. Thus vrv sec, as hiu 
l«*ii <iftci) shown ill these reixirts, (hat the )>r(>iK>rtion of the for- 
iiign I'k'meiit among the Hlill-honi in hirgvrlbnti Ih* foreign pro- 
portion of all ihe chiUlren l»oni. 

ifeo»on. — Tho scngon of the yeiir in which the slilMiirths oc- , 
vurrtHl in Khocle l»hind, for the jterioU of Iwoiity-oiie yeara, fron^ 
1833-1873, inclusive, whs hs follows: 




NUMBER OF TIIB CHILI>REN. 

The following Tahle shows tho number of tho child of (h« * 
molker; that is, whether the child whose birth is reported, ia tho 
first, ieennd or third, etc., child of its mother. The Tablu shows 
the niiinWr of the children liorn in Rhode Island, in 1873. na well 

of all iHirn during the sixteen yenra from 1857 to 1872, inelu- 
iive, and (ho total for seventeen years : 
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Tlic proiwiticni of first cliildicii born in Eliode Isliiud in 1873, 

■ was 25.3 in ciidi 100, and for the period of seventeon ypars it wsis 

■ 25. 0. Tlir ]in))iorli(.ri of kocoikI cliildrc-n born in 1873 wns 20.8 
ill oitch KtO, and for Ibe period of sevcntwn yeai-s, it was 20.2. ' 

Tbo followiiifr Table tbows what pori(rnlage of the eliildR-ii l>oni 
in oat-ii of tbo liist ten year.*, was tlie first, sei-ond, tliird, ote., 
eliild of tbo niollior. The calcnlatioiis are only eaivied to the liflh 
ehlkl. 
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Foiiriii • 



l«th,.mlL,vi.r I |x.4»| iB.L y^.a.vtHa| »..«! ]!».a.i IB. 




"rl" 



The propfxrtion of first ehihlren born in 1873, was less than in 
any yvuv aiiiec 18(i!), and tlio proportion of second children greater 
any yeariiinec Ihe hitter date. Tlie proportion of c-liildren 
np to tlic lifVli was larger than in <iny of the j'ears mentioned. 
The proportion of first children was a little nioiv thiui one-fonrth 
of the wln)lo nnniber of children l»orn. 
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M A R U I A G K S , 1 8 7 ;^ . 



Tlioro woro 2J»30 maiTiagi's roportcMl in RIkmIo Island in 1S73. 
This is 03 niciro than in 1872. and more than has hcon n^j^ortod in 
any prrvi<in< yv:\r, Tahio IV, pairo 7, shows th(» ninnhcT of niar- 
ria«r«*s ill f*:»<*l» of the divisions of the State, in earh month, and in 
each quarter of the year 1873. 

SEASON. 

The followinir Table shows the nnmher and pereentajre of the 
marriaues in Rhode Island, in each quarter of the year 1873, 
romp:. red with the ajrirrefrate number and p(Te<»ntajre for the 
twenty years previous, i. e. : from 1853-1872. 
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We thus .nee that, in 1873, the jiercentaizes of the fir^t three 
qanrters of the year were alwve, and that of tlic last quarter, Iw- 
low tlic rorrcspondinnr pereentages for the a<rpn»pite of twenty 
jcar«. We also observe that the variou'? quartern of the year bear 
the same relation to each other, in 1873, that they do in the ng- 
grvgHte of the above period. 
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KATIVITV. 

The fullowing Tiible shows the inirnber of miirmgcs according 
to the iiiitivity of the pnrlies, for each of the last ten years, and 
also fur the aggregate of sixteen years, from 1858 to IS73, inclii- 
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The above Table shows us that, in 1873, the number of mar- 
riages where both parties were natives, and both parties foreign- 
ers, was linger than in either of the previous years. The number 1 
where the groom was American and the bride foreign was smaller 
tliaii ill L'ithcr of Ibc two precediiiff years ; and the number where 
the groom was foreign and the bride Ameriean was smaller than 
in 1«72 or iu 1870, but larger than in either of the other years 
mentioned. 

The proportion of American, foreign and mixed marriages, at 
different dates, and in the aggregate for sixteen years, ia shown 
ill the follnwiiig Table, the term mixed being applied to those 
marriages in which one party was of American, and the other of 
foreign parentage. 
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Wo see from this comparison that, in 1873, the perccntuge of 
American marriages was larger than in either of the three proced- 
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ing jcnrs, and very nonrly pqiiiil to the nvcrnjr« fur sixteen Jfci 
the ptrcentAf^ nf furei^ii tiiurriii<rcei wnn siiinlk-r than in eithi^r of 
tlie Mine years, and smuller tbnii that of llic iigj[ivgntc, niiJ the 
percciilu^o ul' mixed murriugod, though smiiilcr than in either of 
yean uientioiicd, siuec 18l)4, wiis sniricwhat uhuvc thut of tlio 
a^^regsle. 

AOEA or riCRSOK!! MARRIED. 

The niim1>cr ufpcreiona innrriod, ut the diflerent pen<id9 of lif», 
in HhiKh- Islanil, in 1»73, is given in Tahio V,on puge 8. 

The whole nnmtier of nmlesj luid fenialen inoi'ricd at the different 
{lerirHls of life, in 1873, wiis s\» follows: 



tm, 


ft 


li 

s 

8 


S 


S £ 

9 a 


s la 8 


i 

s 
ta 


i 

s 

t 

IS 

a 


S 

s 




8 

s 

( 


1 

1 




in 

M 


i.n4 


d 


J J « - 


1 • 






11- 


■' 








n 


*.m 


.» 


H- 


H-!- 




" 




< 













Fntm the THhIo on pnge 8 we titid that two men under 25 mar- 
ried wuiiion ^n■vr 35 ; of two men under 30 one imirried n woman 
OTiT 40, and one a woman over flO; twelve men over 70 were 
narried, nn^l onu of Ihcni iniiiTit-d n wnmtui under ^A. Two 
women under 20 married men from 45 to 55. 

The fiillnwing TubU; bIiiiws the nunilier nf persons that hovo 
been married in Hhode ImIiukI. at oneh period of life, in each of the 
Wt eight years, viz. ; from 18t!6 to 1SJ3 : 
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We sec from thia Table thnt, in 1873, i\w iiumher of i)ersoiis 
married under 20 was less thiiu in 1872, and tbe iiunit>cr fruiii 20 
to 25 grcittcr tliiin in either of the years meiiliuned. The latter 
Btatenient ia atao true uf ull the periods of life up to 40. with the 
exception above mentioned, and M'ith thiit of the period from 25 
to 30, in which, in 1872, the number v/na linger thnn in 1873. It 
also iipplies Ut all up to 55, with two exceptiouB in the peritKl 
from 40 to 45, and one In the period from 45 to 50. 

The pureentiigc of mules and females married ut diOercnt peri- 
ods of life, in each of the last fourteen years, was us follows : 




We see from this Table that, in 1873, the pei-ueutagc of raalefl 
■under 20 was smaller than tu any 3'eiir since 1805, and the per- 
centage of males from 20 to 25 larger thnn in either year incu- 
tioned, with the exception of I8BI, while the percentage of those 
from 25 to 30 was smaller than in any year, with the exeeptioii of 
18til. The percentage of females under 20 was smaller, and from 
20 to 25 slightly larger than in the preceding year; the percent- 
age from 30 to 40 was larger than in any year merttioned, with 
the exception of 1869 ; the percentage of those over 50 was 
somewhat larger than for several years. 
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OOLOKKb MAIIItlAURS. 



In 1873. there were 69 mnrriii»cs nnioiig culurod jicrsiina in I 
\ BhocJp Iibind, or 7 less thitn in 1872. 

Of the 6ft innrriHfrpsorcnlfired pornDiis in Bhrnl" Itilnnil in 1878, 
I there were 52 in the City of Providt-ncc, 5 i-nch in \pw]>(»rt nnd -I 
I South Kingstown, 2 eiu-h in Briatnl and Westerly, and i oiu'h in ] 
Warwick, SmithticUl, jiiid Woonsoeket. 



D 1 V O It C E S . 



We arc cnRhh-d, in this Report, to rvsumu the considtirulion of 
Ihe BtatUticii of divorce, which, from ii re})eiil of the Inw require 
1mg the returns on this point, woi-o not iiiuliidetl in the report 
the preceding yvur. We therefore incur|>urfttu in thia the 
gtaluticd for the two ycnr« 1^72 nnd lt(T3. It is » innltcr of re— 
fp9l that the infornniliim on this point is, from the text of the , 
slatatc, no niengre. There is hIsu ii wimt of uniforiuity in th«* 
iMariw from the diflerent eountics, which we trust will lift* 
WcUfiod in the future. In some cattes all the eniises alle^] ar*- 
g^ren, nnd in I'lhi-rs only the principal one; in some (he eauaei' 
~M applications arc given, and in others only of ihosc that were 
gnotiHl. We are also left in ignorance whether the unit w«»- 
iWiM^bt hy the huc^haud or wife, merely because the law stat«s 
:kat the names of the ]>ai-lic& shall not he given in the returns. If 
i« any advantage to be gained from theiie returns, we think 
it it can only be frum the most exact in formation. It is iiupor- 
it la know which party brings the snit, and it is important lu 
Bw what wiiA the n>nl motive <if the snit, and the real cause for 
lieh il was gniiited ; wo are less concerned with the additional 
that are merely apiiendagea. With this more positivo 
Ubmuilion we think that these returns might he made pnH]iieUve 
rfhmofit to the causc of goml morals, and of interest to tJie sto- 
of social science. For the present, however, we must eontenti 
witli such statistics as are at our disposal. 
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DIVORCES. 1873. 

The number of npplicutiiiiis for divorce, in 1872, wus 281, and 
of tliese 200 were gnmted. 

The folluwiug Tulilc preeenta, fur cueh cniuity iu the State, in 
1872, the nuiulier of applications for divorce, and tlie iiumbor 
granted, with the cause or causes alleged : 
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It will be observed in this Table that, in Bristol and Providence 
counties, all ttie causes alleged are given, while in the remaining 
eountieg only one cause is given in each ^nae. In the cases in 
Providence county, we do not know whether the causes alleged 
are for all the applications or only for those granted. The em- 
barrassment of the present system of returns is, therefore, evident. 

From the alnivc Table we find that, in the State, ai^ide from 
Providence county, 2t! applications included or were granti'd for 
wilful desertion, 10 for adultery, 7 for neglect to provide, etc., 
6 for extreme cruelty, 5 for continued drunkennesH, and 2 for other 
gross misbehavior. Of those in Providence county, 142 inclu- 
ded or were granted for neglect t<i provide, etc., 102 for wilful 
desertion, 05 each for iidultery and extreme cruelty, 57 for con- 
tinued dinnkenness, and 48 for other gross misliehuvior. Com- 
paring Providence county, therefore, with the rest of the State, 
we find that, in the former, neglect to provide, etc., constitutes 
the most fretjucnt allegation, while it U the third in the latter. 
W''ful desertion is the second most frequent cause alleged in the 
former, while it is the first in the latter. Adultery, which ia the 
thii'd iu frequency in Providence county, io the second iu the rest 
of the State, and continued drunkenness constitutes the fifth in 
the former, and the fourth in the latter. 
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1873.] Ifivoree». 

During lht> ymr 1H72, there wore S,537 mnniim^s, nnii, aa wo 
Itavr >«en, 200 a|>|)ticiilioiiJ:» lonlivorce were gniDtocI. Iliia gires 
ooe dlToreo to vvery 14.5 marriugvs. 

DIVORCES, l(»7S. 

The numtier of applkuliuns for divorce, in 1673, was 2i>I. nnJ 
of lbrs« KS wero granted. 

The following Tn)i)v proecnis, for cnch county in tlic Stntc, in 
1673, the nntul>er of applicalions for divoire nnd the number 
^nnttM), with tho cniiae or muses idleged. It will lie oh^erveil 
thnt, in th!-) Tiililo, iill Iho cuu^es ulk'^cd nro giviMi in Pruvidvnco 
county, iinU in Xcw|iort eounly one cuuso is given for ciiuh nppli 
calktn, and in neither county do wc know whiih wen- and which 
wetv not gmntrd. 
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From the iilwve Table we see that in Providence county neglect 
lo provide, £<-., agHini-oiistituiosthe most fi'equent raiii^e, while In 
thenttt of tti«'Slnte il ttiinds third. Wilful dcsorlion i» llio second 
io frwjUfncy in Providcncp county, nnd the first in the rest of the 
Stole. Contiuui-d drnnkennetis is the third in Providence oounty. 
■id the fourth in the rest of tlio Stnte, while ndultcty, which is 
but llie fourth in Providence county, i» Iho second in the rest of 
Ibt Slate. From this Table, therefore, and from the one for 1^72, 
«il tho pn-viouH i»ige, wc see tliut ndiiKery is less frtrjuctitly 
bioilglit furwiird as u cauao for divorce iu I'rovidciicc county than 
btbv rost of the SUtte. 

In (ho year 1873, there were 2,630 marringcs in Iho 
Bhodc Islund, and 173 uppliuitions for divorcv granted, 
tbnc WB5 one divorce to every 15.2 marringca. 
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TLe fiillowiDg Talde presents the num'jcr of divortres granted in 
each of thp countiei^ of the State, witb the proportion to the num- 
ber of marriuges, for eiicb of the laet five years : 
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From this compitrison we find that, for the period of tive years, 
the proportion of divorces to niarringes has been the gi-eutcsl in 
Washington connty. iiiid the least in Newport comity, while Provi- 
dence county occupies ihe middle ground. It is probable, how- 
ever, that the propoitiuii for Providence county is smaller than it 
should be, and tho proportion for the other counties larger than 
they should be, for the reason that very many marriages of per- 
sons residing in the other counties, are solemnized and recorded 
in Providence county ; and thus the proportion of divorces to mar- 
riages ia smaller than it should be in Providence county, and 
larger than it should be in the other counties of the State. But 
even the smallest proportions given are, we tiiink, a disgrace to 
our Stale and civilization. If the rite of marriage has any import, 
if it implies anylliing more than mere cohabitation at pleasure, 
then surely the proportion of divorces to marriages should be 
greatly reduced. This is not the place to consider the objections 
urged against more stringent -laws on this subject, but it must be 
obvious to every thoughtful, candid mind, that the very fonnda- 
tions of society, and the whole fabric of domestic virtues and hap- 
piness fire imperilled, if marriage vows are to be so easily set 
aside. 



DEATHS, IbTj). 



There wp™ 4.403 draths n>pi>rte(l in the Sliitc uf Rliiidp IsInmJ, 
in 1q73. This U 156 more tliuii hi the prei-cdhig >'oar, nnd more 
than in nuy previmis year. In th« City <if Providence Ihort* were 
1,742, wbith is 13!^ mon-lhnii in 1873 ; wbiloin tbi> tonns orPnivi- 
dence county there wern IS less dcutha than in the preceding 
y«r. Fi-c>m llie table on page .M we »eo Hint there wi-re 26 1m» 
(knihs in Bristol comity, nnd 43 h'8s in Kent county, tbun in ltt72, 
while there were itO more in Newport cniinly, untl 8 more in Wash- 
iugtoii vounly. In 1K73, the projxirtion of deaths In the popnbitiuii 
WM one in 49 A, whili- in 1872 it was uiiv in 5\.i. in 1871 onv tn 
M.I, nnd in 187U one in f»7.1. This apparent iiinvjise depends 
•ODlcwhnt njKin Ibo fact that tiie eensna of 1K70 still remains tlie 
tmoU of cuk-ululion. 

SEX. Of DECEDKNTS. 

Of tlH- 1,1(13 decedents in 1873, 2,lGt> were malcii, and 2,237 
were fviiinlcii. 

Th« fullowing Table bbovti ibe uutnlter and prop<»rlion of males 
•imI (emaicH among the decedents, and among the obildren horn in 
Bbutlo Islnnd, during thu hist Iwenty-uno years : 
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■ ■46,719 males... 



...orlW-einuit^B 



Wu see fmm the first of those Tables that the proportinii of 
ni:ile» nuKiiig the dc^cedeiitH, in 1873, wsis decidfdly less tlmii iu 
1872, and less ihau the average for Iweiity-oiie jeiirs; and fiom 
the seeond Table that, among the births, the j)rui>ni'tiua of antler 
WHS mtidi larger thiiii iu the previoua year, aud larger than the 
average for Iwetitj'-oue years. Tliiis in these respects the two 
years are precisely opposite. In 1873, there were 48 more deaths 
and 50 more births of mains, while among females there were 108 
more deaths, and the births were 171 less than in 18T2. 



8KX AND SEASON. 

Tabic VI on page shows the sex of the deeedciits in each 
mouth of the year 1873, in each division of the State. The fol- 
lowing Table shows the numiier and percentage of deathn in 
Rhode Island, in each quarter of the last four years, and aUa in 
the aggregiito for seventeen years, from 1853-1869 : 
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This Table shows us that the percentage of deaths in the first 
quarter, in 1873, though larger than in 1872, was smaller than id 
the preceding years mentioned, and but a little larger than that of 
the aggregate of seventeen years; the percentage of the second 
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qaxeU'T was nmcli Innrortluiii Itiiit of vilhiT tiflho proci-ding yoar* 
giv«-n iu llio Titblc, iiml than tbc uggrc^uto ; thiit of the third 
qnarli^r van very luui-li Mimllcr than in lUTi. amallcr thiin in th« , 
crtberycard ni<-ntioiir'iJ, miii sriiiillt>r thiui ihi.l of the iiggrpgnle ; 
lliat of thr fourth qiinrter was ulsn omiilk'r thiiii in BHher o 
the preceding year*. <ir in the Hjigrcfialo. 

Thu Tnble In4<iw shows llio nuriiliiT of deaths in ciich month, I: 
llie onJiT of mortulity. for each of the Iiirt f<mr yours : 
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A i-onipiiri^in hctwcLMi the lust two years, ua ;rivcn in the nl>ovr 
Table, ia qiiitt' strikiiii;. In 1^72, tbci-e were three months whii-h 

IkMl inoiv ilenthtt thitii nny i ilh in tH73. Xiiu' iiiunlbs of 18(3 

tlwti inU-rvonv hi'twrcn the third and the fourth months of 1873. 
There wn five months of 1872 whii-h lunl fi-wer doaths than any 
miiuth in 1873. We observe that the lirbl tbre<^ niontbM, in |H>inl 
nf frrqiieiiry. viz. : July. Aii^iiAt and Septemlier. are the flame us 
iiir Ibo two preeeJing years, although the arrangement varies. 
June is as usual at ibe font ul the lint. May slamU unusualljf 
high, aud NuvcndaT nnii»uiilly low in "omparulive uiurtalily. 

rAHK-XTAOE OF TirE nRCRDKKTS. 

Tbo p<irt-ntiig« of the decetlcnts in (be Stale of Khodo Klnnd, In 1 
, 1873, determined l»v the birth jdaee of ibe/oMw of the decedentil 
Inu Hfl fulbiwd: Amoriean jmi'ontage, 2,<>11 ; foreign parenla 
^ I.TM; total, 4,4I).3. Ki^lit townn reported do dvevdetita of fur 
«i(Bhirlh: these were It.irriiigton. Janieetown, Little Comptoa* 
MidiiMun-n. New Sbiirebum, Foster, Charlestown, and Kxeler. I 
Iwr towns rueb reporteil less tliaii four decedents: these wero 
Tnt Greenwieli, Seiiuatc, llopkiutnu and Richmond. Four 
tovu in Providence county reported more deeederiU of fiireign 
Aincricnn pitrealage; tli«se woro Cumberland, Nurtli_ 
10 
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Smitlitiuld, Piiwlucket jiiul Womisocliet. In the City of Provi- 
dence, however, thi're were but four more decedents of American 
than i)f foreign parentage. The four towns in Providence county 
jufit named reported, in 1873, more, children horn of foreign than 
of American parcnljige. 

The following Tal>lc shows the nnniljer ami percentage of the 
decedents of American and of foreign [jarentuge in Kliode Isliind, 
iu each of tho hist five years, and also in the aggregate for sixteen 
yearrt, from 1858-1873: 
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It is evident from this Talile that, in 1873, the percentage of 
■decedents of American parentage was larger than in either ot the 
given years, and ahout one per cent, more than for the aggregate 
of sixteen years. 

AOE OF DECEDENTS. 

Table I gives the aggregate and average age of the decedents, 
in each town and division of the State, in 1873. The number of 
decedents of each sex, in ench division of ages, is shown for each 
■town in the State, in Tnhle VII, heginiiiug on page 10. 

From the first Table we find that the average ago of all the 
males, who died in Rhode Island, in 1873, was 26.18 years, and 
tho average age of all the femnle decedents was 28. ii2 years. The 
greatest average age in any town in the State was 52.50 years, in 
Jamestown, and the least average ago 18.86 years, in North 
Providence. In only two towns in the State was the average age 
less than in the City of Providence ; these were Lincoln and North 
Providence. 

The following Table shows the average age of the decedents, in 
each division of tho State, in each of the last four years, and also 



Death,. 7^H 

in the iig<rn--pilc for Uirve periods of fitc years citcb, viz. : froa^^^l 
1S5»-1««S. from 1863-1667. and from 1868-1872 : ^^1 
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Tht# Tnhle shows m thai, in 1873, llio »v<-nip«i BpP of all tha^^H 
d^Hmlvnts ill tbo SUitc was decidpdl)- \o*^ tlmii in cillirr of llM^^^| 
{irec«)in^ 3'eura mentioned, mid It'sx limn in the n^jircgnle (l^^^^l 
tilhor of llic hIjovo purKKle. Tim witnc irimivk lioUU g<tod foe^^H 
NpwiMirt niuuly. for tbc towns of Providence county, und for tha^^H 
CSir of rrovidence. It \« hIso lrn>> of Briitlol coiinlv. with tht^^f 
exception of tlio year 1872. In WHsIiinglon cnnniy Iht: Hvemg^^^H 
■^ WHS greater thiiu in either of the above yearn or pcnoiis. TIm^^H 
gmte«t nver.i(;:c iige wns in Watliingtoii oiiinty, and tliu Icost iQl^^H 
tfw City of l'n.videnco. Usually, in the towns of l*mvidcno«^^| 
' county, (he avenigo nge is les^ Ibnn in theCity of Providritco. buti^^H 
«• is evident fi-oiu tho ulxive Tubk*, tbi.t was not the ease tn ]878^^^| 

rKRCIUi-TAUK OF IlKCEDENTti AT DirFKKKKT AGE«. ^^H 

T(i*i f.iIlimir'iKT Tiihr.. «)ir..v- th.. |W<n-.'iil>i^m nf .lM-...l,-iitN. in p«44l^^^| 
dirUhiii ol flgef. in each of the la»'t eleven yeur«, and alMi in tba^^^f 
Jlgl^TF^nito nioi-tality for trn yean and aeven ni<nitbs preceding, l, 4*;^^H 
|h>m June l«t, 1852. to Deeendier SUl. 1868, inclu»ivc : ^^H 
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This Tiible ebi.ws ua lliat, in 1873, the peitenliifro of dei-cdents 
under one yeiir wne coiisidenilily Ic-ss than in 1«72. while that of 
thiiBC fiiiin 1 til 2. nnd tViiiii 2 to .I, wsis larger, thus milking iho 
pi-rcentiigc of those under five a little more than In 1872. It may 
l>c remi'iiihiTed that, in 1S72, the liirge portontiigo of those under 
one yeiir was due chiefly to tlio dealhs from cholera infiintnm. 
We presiMiie that the imreaBed pereentiige, in io73. i.f those 
hetweeij one and five yesuB iif age, is iniiieipully owing to the 
mortality of warht fever, lo whiih we thall again refer. The 
pei-centage of deaths nnder fivii years, in 1S73. was larger thnii in 
any of the* ten preceding yeara, ihoiigli not equal to that of the 
jM-riod from 1852-1862. The prreentage of deaths from 5 to 10, 
in 1873, was also much larger than 18V2, and is pmhahly due t» 
the canse ahove mentioned. The pcreentagea of 18G!(, 1865 and 
1864, for lhi» period of life, are each larger than that of 1873, 
and in eaeh of thcso years there was o large mortality from starlet 
fever. In 1873, the percentage of morlalily in all the iicriods 
from 20 U> 70 were less than in the preceding year. 
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COIXtnBn riKCKOBNTS. 

Thu nttiuticr nf dralhftntiiiiiin coIorDtl IH'rsoii!) in Ith(Kl«* Islniid, 
in l»U. WHS I<;0. or 84 Wi> tban in 1872.* Tbcso dcnth* oc- 
currwl ill ilip different Iowdb in the Stnto. us follmvs: I'rovidpnco 
Oly, 106 : N.w(i..rt, Ifl ; Wnrwick, 7 ; Ni.rlh Ki:;p=lown. 4 : ^Ju.t 
Pnividoiu-c, SimUi Kin^iowii nnd Wostrrly, oncb 3 ; ltri»tol, 
Wt.rr«'ii, Enst Greenwich. Tixerlon, Xurlh IViviilence and W(M>n- 
sneket. caeh i ; and West Greenwich. IVrtMinonth, CrHnst<iii, 
Pt»wim-kel, Sinilhfield, I'hiirlephiwn, nnd Rii'linionil, ench 1. 

ifex. — Of thc«e deaths, there were 84 males, and 16 lemalcH. 

SeaMM. — These deuthx iwcnrred in tbu different monlh« h« fol- 
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Tlir awrtiye aye tti the t'iiK)red doi-edeiita, in lt*73. wnji nit fol- 
Ittff s : 



tiL-MMARr OF COI^RKD POPI'LATIOX. 

Tile nimi'ier of births, marrin^s and deaths niuuiig the iijIofmI 
popiiUition of Ktiode I»hind, in llic ^teveral divisions uf the Sinte, 
ill 1X73, IIS ci>ni]>nred with the colored populHtion \\y the uensua 
arit»70. isns f< lh>Wii : 



■ta vaMsi nil Uio Tallin ol (<al(iml tilrthi ami iIcmIm. Blr the Bnpon In UT^ a 

kRab* t cul ' iv l. by *btph lh« columt ilratlia In Uu> City of I'rotUrnov **t« ni> 

l:anil IUer»lan-a blrtli* u BD. Iiiaiead of W, Tbla mnvcUMi 

M Ibr culorMl ikalli* tn Ibf >Ut<', In !■». IM. lni>U ail of US; Wid llw colons 

» m, laMead of IN, aa aUlCTl lu Uie iWiratt lot that ytmt. 
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In m72, thore was iinu .Iiirtli to I'very 30.0, one nwrmge to 
every 33.7, find uiie deatli to every 27.9. It will he perceived by 
the iiliove Tnlile llmt, hi 1873, tliere were fewer births, Diiirriugea 
and doutiis in proportian to the eolured pnpuliition. 

Tlio folinwinjr T.'iblc shows the number of births, ninrrmg-^ and 
deuthif jimoiig the colored poputiitiim of Rhode Island, 'ii etiob of 
the last tliirteeii yeais : 
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It will be seen from the above Table thnt, in 1S73, the liirtba 
and deaths were, with the exeeptiiiii of 1872, more uunienms thun 
in either of the preceding years, while in four yenra there wore 
more marriages. The liirths exceeded the deaths, in 1873, by 
only 3, and in the preceding yesir the deaths exceeded the liirthi 
hy 13. For the whole period of thirteen yetirs, the deaths ex- 
ceeded the births i)y only 2 ; in I'(72, fur twelve years, the deaths 
exceeded the bii'ths by 5, In a previous report it was sitated that, 
for the period of ten yj;"--~ from \iC\, the deaths exceeded the 
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Mtths in n constantly dinjiuishiu^ nilio. At the cml of llie cloi 
eiill) jcar. tiie births exvocdt;*! the donths by ». Compariiig ihil 
with the elntemcnts mnAc It will hv »cen ihiit iit proscnt the birthll 
, and deaths arc very nearly equal. 



CAUSES OF DEATH, 187.i. 



Tlic whole nunilicr of doaiha in Khode Island.' in 1873, iis fa 
lieea nirvady stiitod, whs 4,40:I. In Tablen VIII, IX nnd X, « 
bnve ^vvn the sex, ago nnd parentage of the dfa'donls froid 
ucli ifiuso tif death, together with tho niimt>er from eufli niusv, I 
each muiitli of the year, and the percentage nf mortality from v 
f, and from each class <if i-aiiaca, in wicli division of Ihc Sti 
'<! iiio gratified to notii^c in the returns, for ihUyrar, u niarkfl^ 
dimiuulitiri in the number of deaths rejmrted from unknow 
ea. There were, in 11^73, Imt 217 dentin, tluH rt-ported, iih 
eluding b cASes of sudden deiilh. while in 167:i theii- were 3 
deaths under thin head, al^o iiuluding ,'> cases of «iudden deiilli 
Wc IMHI lliat this improvement will eiintiinie, and that llio nu 
ber i>f draltia for which no cnut»o is assigned will constantly dim 
isb, until it reaches a legitimate proportion. 

The following Table shows the whole nuudier of deaths report 
io 1H73, in ench division of the t^tute, and the number and | 
portioiT of the deaths in each division fur which nu cnuw ' 
igned : 
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"ntc following Table Hhows the number of deaths reported I 
nlpuiwn, for each division of Uie Slate, and for the whole Uta 
^■Lut eleven years: , 
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We sue, therefore, how favoruhly 1873 compares, in this re- 
spGC't with the prircediiig year. The iriiprovemeiit is oonspicuous 
ill till the divixioiiij of tlie Slate, with the exception of the tovvnd 
ill North Priivtilence, where the immher returned as luikiiuwii 

remains disgracefully large. 

I'KINCIPAL CAUSES OF DtCATtl. 

The following Tahlo givea the thirteen priiicipat ciiuses of death 
in Rhode Ishtnd, with the nuuiher reported from each cause, in 
each of the la.-!t three years, mid in the aggregate for eighteen 
yeavA and seven months, from Junu 1st, 1852, to Ducfmbcr 31et, 
1870. 
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From tbc almrc list it is seen tfant, in 1873, llicn wna a dinii- 
uulioii ill !bp tiumlter of dpnths fnim Cunsumption, Cholera Inrmi- 
ttnn, TyphiiiJ Fever, nml ConvuUions, niii] nn iiu-n-Atio in ihosc 
rrom OJt) A^, Pnrunumiii, Aciiilvtits, AiKipk-x,v tiuil Pni-nlysis, 
and Ginccr. ScarUtiiin, which did not uppenr in (he list of 1872. 
8UDd« scMJiid among Ibe causeit of ileuth in ]8i3. ll will l>o 
obnervwl tlwi IJh- nuirtlHT of Jonllis frtmi Disouses of tlio Heart is 
tbf ump in 18T3 he in )8Ti!. Wc hiivc int-ludnd. in 1873, tlte 
<I<nlhs rcportpd under the several titios, Disoaso of, CongoslioD of, 
and Inflammation of, ih(> Drain ; in eu<.-)i .vcnr, lh<> denllis thus n^- 
|H>rted liavr Xtovn quite niimeroiia. but tbcy liiivo nut bitbcilo l>ccn 
inclmlwl in this list. We have nlso adJlcd lo the list the dcntha 
report^ under the various heads of Mcningilin, Spinal Meningi- 
tis ami Cerebro-Spiniil Meningitis. Diarrha-n, Dysentery and 
Croup, which were inchidod in (lio list for 1S72. do not appear in 
1873. 

Tbe ftilluwing Table shows the so.x, parentnj^ and age? of the 
d«:edents, with the season and locality uf their deaths, in eonnec- 
liun with sixte«» uf the most impr)rtiint ciiusea of death, In Uhode 
Islaml, in ltST3. 
It 
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We find that, in 1673, tliere were 13S (lentiis tVum iill kinds of 
accidents, inoludiiig 5 from pulsuiiing nnd 14 from drowning. lu 
1872, tlie number of deiUlia reported friini iiccideiits wsia 116. 
There were IG dcutbs from rnilruad iiccidtuts, wbicb is but one 
more than in 1872. In 1873, more thitn biilf tbe deaths from 
accidents, or 54,4 per cent, were among tboae of foreign parent- 
age, while irf 1872 Iborc were 46.6 per cent, of foreign l)irtb. The 
mimber of females dying from accideut in the two years is the 
SHme. Tbe greatest tiiiiiiber of deaths fnnn accident, aa iisunl, is 
in the period under five years of age, and tlie next in the decade 
from 20-30 ; in Ihe preceding year these periods were rcvei'scd. 

BMAIX I-OX. 

The deaths from this cnnse tlo not appear in the Table on page 
82. As it always engrosses so much of the pui)lic attention, how- 
ever, wo will state hero that there were, in 1873. in the Slate of 
Rhode Island, 2? deaths from Small Pox. This is three more 
than were reported in l!S72, and it is the largest number that has 
ever appeared in these reports. If we compare it, Iinwcver, with 
the mortality from this disease in other places, it will l>e seen that 
we still preserve an nnuttnal exemption. With a present popula- 
tion in the State of probably 250,000, and with frequent extensive 
outbreaks of the diaease in cities outside of tho Stiite, and with 
which we have must intimate cnuueetiuus, it is a matter of no 
small satisfaction to find the spread of the disease in our own bor- 
ders so constantly kept in check. The history of Small Pox in 
the State of Rhode Island and in the City of Providence, for the 
last thirty years, furnishua most damaging arguments against nil 
such anti-vaccination efforts as crop out from time to time, and ns 
are just now being pnt forward in Montreal. 

Of the 28 deaths from Small Pox, in lt*73, 21 were males, and 
7 females; 20 were of American, and 8 of foreign parentage; 3 were 
under 5 years of age, 8 from 10-20, nnd 9 from 20-30, Four- 
teen deaths, or one-half, of the whole number, occurred in the 
City of Providence, and 11 in the towns of Providence County. 
There were no deaths from Small Pox in cither Kent or Newport 
Counties; iu Bristol county there were two deaths, and in Wash- 
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Ington cotinly, one. Of tlicse <Ieallia ti oociirrod in January, 7 in 
Februnrj-, 5 in March, nnd 4 in April. 

SCARLATINA. 

It but) \tfvn itntcd that, next to Cinisuinptioii, this ilUoiisc ■■aiiaed 
the largest uumlter of doaths, in 1M73. ii'ix nnd oiie-Iiulf pnr cent. 
of tlu« entire iiioi-tnlily of the year wna due tu S<.*nrliitina, The 
ntltnlirr ofdvallia from this vanse was 287. Tlio relations between 
sex HnrI |K)rentugo, as given in the preeediiig Tahic, arc nithcr 
euriuiis. The nniuher of males and the numl>cr of foreign parent- 
age are the sumo, viz, : 124 ; and llie nnmbcr of females and the 
numlier of American piintittngc are the same, viz. : 163. The 
birge^tt unmlier of monthly deaths occniTcd rt-spectively in Ueeem- 
ber, November, Jannary, Octolwr, September, etc. In Decem- 
ber uf the preceding year, there were but three deaths frcim this 
cniue; then folliiwed the outlireak in Jannary, 187.3, causing 27 
This mortalily, instead of being kept np, as we might 
exjiecled, dropped down, in February, to the minimum of 
12. It then rose oiid fell in two series of wavet, 
lly, during the last six months of the year, grudnally ro84 
ontil it reached the maximum of the year, 28 in December, cauft* 
ing, in t!ie last four months of the year, the death of 140 iwrsons. 
Sixty [>er i-ent. of the entire mortality of Sctirlatina occurred Jn 
diildrcn under five years of age. It will be observed that 9 )ier- 
mm» over twenty years of age died fnim this cause. 

The following Table shows the whole number of deaths, ami tba 
DOinlier of deatlis from Scarlatina, with the proportion of th« 
wbolc numlter, in each of the divisions of the State, in 1873 : 
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We thus iwo that flic largest proportionate mortality from .Scar- J 
hlfaa wat in Newport county, then in Washhigton county, and J 
Ibea in the City of Providence, Tlie smallest proportion was io] 
Kcat eouuty. 
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It hii8 heea stated llmt the numlier of deaths from Scarlntina 
(287) in 1873 wua larger thnii ever reported from this cause. 
It may he interesting, therefore, to recur to the history of this 
disease in the Stale of Rhode Ishmd. The following Table pre- 
sents, for each wf the last nineteen ye.ira, the whole number of 
deaths, tho number from Seiirlatina, with the iiercentnge of the 
whole luniiber, the aox and parentage (no far as possible) <i( the 
decedents, and the number of decedents in ea>h division of tlie 
State: ' 
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Of 1.514 deaths from Scarlatina, from 18(53-1873, there were 1 
865 under the age of 5 years. 1 
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The uhovei Tiil)le presents n variety of fucts fur mir coiiaiJira- 
tictn. It will Iw f»b«.TVO(l tbnt, in tlio p<*riod of twenty years, 
th<>ro hnvp Ik-pu sis severe cpiJoiuirs of (liia ilisciiKi*. Altliougli 
the number of deulbs frimi tbis cnusc, in 1H73, wiia larger tbun iii 
cither of the otlior yenrs, the jien-entage wm not iiciirly as largo 
tu in ritbcr uf tbo i)tbt>r ppidLmiic^. It is tu bv borne in mind 
tbst, in the cnrly years, the system of registmlion was not as 
complete iit (be Sliitd ns it biii Ih-ch for several years past, nnd 
conwijiienlly ibe percciitiige (10.2) of the epidcmie of I85il Bwy 
be hi^er than it really should be. As it btnnds, however, it is 
Uw liijflii-sl pereeiitiigtf of moitalily fn»ni Siartalina in nineteen 
y«an. Tbe pcreentage of 185tt stands next, anil tlicn that of 
ItfC^r, in which year, as has been staled, tbe uiimber of dentha 
WHS but one U-bs tliaii in l^ill. 

We also remark thut, for tbe period of nineteen years the dentbs 
from Scarlatina are very nearly equally divided Iictwecn the sex«s, 
nnd tbo same ik true of parentage for the period in wHieh tbo sU> 
tUtio of |>arenta^o arc luriiisbed by tlie reports 

Tbo following Table ehows tbe proportion of deaths from Scur- 
btioa to the whole number of deaths in each division of Ibe Stale 
far tbo period of uiuetecn yenrs : 



la NamlHT (if DMtlw, » ti 







We one, therefore, from thin Table that, for the whole period 
of oinctvcn year^, the largest proportion of dejitbs from Siarlatioa 
hu occurred in the City ut I'rovidenee, and tbe smallest in Kent 
ewnty. . 

It may not \ve uf interesting to contrast the six epidemics ra- 
famd to above, in regatd to the i>roportionnte mortality from thU- 
thc different divisions of the State : 





It will be seen from this Tabic thitt the most futal epidemic in 
the State was in 1856, hihI this cpidemie whs most futal iii the 
towns of Providence comity, and nearly as fntal in the City of 
Providonce. The epidemics of 1858 und 1873 were the most 
futal in Newport couiity ; those of 18ti4 and 18G9, in the City of 
Providence, the latter being almost as fatal in Bristol and Waah- 
iugton counties; and the epidemic of 1865 the mogt fatal in Bris- 
tol county. On the other hand, we observe the great immunity 
of Bristol county in 18G4, of Kent county in 185e and 1873, of 
Newport county in 18(i5, and of Washington county in 185fi. It 
is evident from the Table that, in 1856, the epidemic was almost 
confined to the City and county of Providence. In 1858, when 
the disease prevailed to such a degree in Newport county, the Ci^ 
of Providence had a smaller proportionate mortality from this 
cause than in either of the other epidemics; and, in 1873, when 
it was again most prevalent in Newport county, in the City of 
Providence the mortality was next to the least. The epidemic of 
1864 was confined lo the City and county of Providence, and to 
the adjoining county of Kent. In 1869, when Ibo epidemic was 
most severe in the City of Providence, the towns of Providence 
county suffered less than in either of Ibc other epidemics, with , 
the exception of 1873. 

CHOLERA INFA^TUM. 

The number of deaths from this disease, as has been stated, ' 
was 285 ; a larger number than in any previous year, with tho 
exception of 1872. Of these deaths, 105 occurred in the montil j 
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of Aii^»L niul 8'.l in July. Of tlic whole iiimibcr 221, or mors I 
than wvriily-tivc |kt cciit, occurtpd in chililron uiidcr one ycup of | 
mp!t nnd aNiul the Bunie prctjmrtion of tlie whole uudiIht wvro la 
tJie City «nd ciiimty of Providence. The following Tnhle showi J 
the >iuuiIht of deulhs from Cholera InfaiiUim, for each of the hist j 
ninv yrars, with the aex nnd pni-entagfl of the decedents, and th« ; 
nntnltpr in e&cb diviaiun ct tliv State : 



We »pe, therefore, ihiit. from this cause, in 1873, there were 
more decedents of Amoticaii than of foreif^^n pareotajie; this has 
occurrrd hut twice previously in llie above period. Of the 1,738 
deeedenis for the last nine yean*, there were 51.4 per cent, tnnlcs, 
tod 52.4 [XT cent, of forci^fn pnrentjigc ; nnd of the whole numlier, 
9SJ, iir SI. 3 per cent., were under one year of iijre. As to local- 
fty, we lind that 3H.5 i>er cent, occurred in the City of Provi- 
dence, and Za.'l per cent, in tliu townii of Providence county, 
Inving 24.3 i»er cent, for the rest of the State. 



Tbcn> were C3 deaths from Measles in 1873, which is much 
In^r than ever reported from this source of infantile mortality, 
TTie deaths from this cause, in 1872, were 24 : in 1871, 6, nnd 



lin^^ 



90 Twenty'FirU Registration Report. ' [1873. 

1870, 2G. These deaths m 1873, were very nearly equally divided 
between the sexe* aud as to pareiit;itre ; there being 30 males and 
33 females, and 33 tif Americiui and 30 of foreign parentage. 
More than half of the number occurred in the three months of 
April, May and June. As to iige, 67 were under five years, and 
of th.se 17 were under one yenr ; 23 were between 1 and 2, and 
17 Iielw-een 2 and 5 years of age. As to locality, 27 of them oc- 
curred in the City of Providence, and 23 in the towns of Provi- 
dence county, while there were no deaths from this cause in 
Washington county. 

We will now consider sonic of the diseases of adult life, aa 
comprised In the Table on page 82, aud, first, that which always 
headit the list. 

CONSUMPTION. 

The number of deaths from Consumption, in the State of Rhode 
Island, in 1873, was 580, or 17 less than in the preceding year. 

The following Table shows the total number of deaths from all 
known cautes, with the number and percentage from Consumption 
in the several divisions of the State, in each of the last ten years, 
and the totiU for fourteen years, viz. : from 1860-1873 : 
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Tbi) |tre>ce(]ing TuUle shows us that tlio percentage uf dei 
I fiviB Cuti«mn[)tli>i), in 1K73. was lena tbnn in eitlier of the |itv 
I i^ ymn DientioiictJ. It will hImi lie oW'rvcd (lint, with ono 
I aUghl exception, this pen-cnt»gc ban lieen grnduttlly ditoiiiiKhing 
, tat ibc l>i»t MX yfan. In Newport and Waehin^oii rounties, 
-^-cr, the jHTt-enUi'Ti', in H<73, wns Innzprllinn in tin.- twu pir- 
I cnling yenrs ; and, in Kent County, it was Inr^-r than in IHrS. 
Lllia gratirjring It. find that, in the City rf Providence, the pcu-cnU- 
wller than in citbor of tbe preceding yean. 
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I'XEUMONIA AND COXGEBTION OF THE LUNGS. 


ThpFP wovfi 234 deuths reporlod from these causes in Rhode 


Island, ill 1873, being 5 more than in 1872, iind the hirgost pre- 


viously reported. 


ThB following Tahio ehows for each of the last niue years, the 


whole number of deaths, the nunilwr from these causes, with the ^ 


percentagt' of tlie whole nurulicr, the sex and parentage of the 


decedciita, and the number in each divisicm «f the State: 
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And the following Tabic shows the ages of the decedents from 


these diseases, in each of the eame years: 
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We see from these TaMes llittt, while the number of deiitlis 
from Pneumonia and Congestion ofthcltuiigs, in 1873, wh!< larger 
than in the previous years, the [erceiitage of mortality from these 
diseascA w«s less thnu in any year, exeept 1805. The pn))>(irtioi]- 
Jite mortfllity among those of American f>ai-entiige was htrgor than 
for •eveml yenns, and there was a great increase in the number of 
deceilonbi under five years of age. Keariy half of the whole num- 
ber of deaths from these diseases occurred in the first four months 
of tb« year. Comparing the difTerent divisions of the State, for 
tbe two years IS72 am] 1873, we find in Washington county, and 
in tbe City of Providence, but very slight variations in the mor- 
tality of Pncnmonia, while in Bristol county it was precisely the 

IxMiking nt the total number of deaths for nine year^, wo find 
that Ibey arc very etiualty divided as to sex, and nearly sixty per 
not. were of American parentage. Nearly one-lialfof (he deaths 
verv in ibo City of Providence, nnd more than one-third were 
under five years of ago. 

UtSEASeS OF THK HEART. 



Tlte ntmibcr of deaths from Diseases of the Heart, in the State 
of Rhode Inland, in 1873, was 189, precisely the same numbttr as 
was reiKirted in 1872. 

The following Table shows, for each of the lut nine years, the 
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whole niimlier of dentLs, (he number of deaths from Disensea of 


the Heart, with the pcrfenL-ige of the same, the aex and parentage 


of the decedents, and the nunibur in ench division of the State: 
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And the fullowiiig Table shows the periods of life <if tbc dece- 


dents fntm those disettses, in the same ycara : 
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1878. J Cause* of Death. 

It is vvi<)(>nt froia the &n»t uf tlicst' Tables thnt tiiu iHTifiiUigv 
oTtlMitba rmm DiM>aae9 of the tI<M)rt, iti 18T.1, was 1cb§ tlinn iD J 
the I'reTKtUit yoar. Tlio otnitmst iK^tivtvii tho m'xos in tho t« 
yvmn i» quite rvin;LrkHl>le ; ei]tiiilly su is tliv eiuiilnr proportion ■ 
to (Mn'ntHge. In ttie City nf Providcni-e there was an iticrmsa iol 
tho numlier of Jciiths fmm these diieaava, niiil a diminution 
towtw uf Pntvidenco comity. In the r<.'ii»iiniiig divisions of t 
Statt', tlip Diimlters vury Iml litllL- in ibe two years. In 18781 
tbcrc wns quite an increase in the number of deaths in the pcrin4 
nf life from 711 to 80, and iht-re wen; more deaths in the pertO^^I 
fruni im to 40 th.iu in oitht-r of the previous years. 

Luoliing at the lotjil uumWr of deaths from these diseases for^ 
aine years, we find tliat more than one-half arc inalea, and twi>> 
thirds of the deeiulents are of Aini>rieiin pnrenta«fc. Ntiirly oito- 
balfof the deaths occurred in the City of Providence, and more 
than one-third hetneeu the ages of ()0 and HO, Uio nimilari^J 
between the two decades included in this period !>cing quiU 
Mrlkinj. 

AFOrLEXT AKD PARALYStS. 

There were i;)4 deaths from Apoplexy and Paralysis 
State of Rhode Island, in 1873, or 9 more thnn tn tho i)reei<(tinj 
year. The following Table shows, for each of the last nine 
imher of deaths, the number of deaths froiu 
the percentage of the whole number, tlio s 
tho decedents, and the number in each divi 
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The following Tiible 


shows the ages of the decedents from these 


diseuses, in each of tlie 


same years : 
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We see from the firs 


of these Tables that although, in 1873, | 


there were a few more 


(lenths from these causes thnu in 1S7^, yet 

J 




In 1S73. tbn« «*«« 172 dnalb fraa tbue trvtn rn> i Kl»i w 

The CAtvioc TaMe >fco«< &■ «blr ■■■In (^ dMtt», 1^ 
■nvhcr ffnn tbew frrm, vitfa the ftrwimp of tbr «k(«)r ■w 
.te*. Ac an sad pa uutogt oT Ike JtctJ f t ^ , aiMl tk» iwwlur i» 
tacfa diruMMi nf tbc State br isd of Ihr la»l niae ;«m« : 
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And the Ibllowing Tulile shows the ag 
thciie cauaes in encb of the tiunie yeitrs : 



! of the decedents from 
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From tliese Tallica we see that. ii]th)m;rh ill 1873 the deaths 
flora these fevers wore n little less thitii in the previous year, they 
were mere Ihsin in either of th« other ycora meiitioni'd. In 1873, 
Its uoni|>iuvd with 1872, the iiiimhcr of fi-ratiles dying from these 
i-ansoH was a little htrger, and the niinihcr of mules smallor. 
There was a decided increase in the niitnber of deaths of Ameri- 
can, and ri decrease in those of foreign parentage. In the City mid 
cotmty of Providence there was a marked decrease in the nnmbcr 
of deaths from these vanses, and an increase in Washington 
county. With refrard to the periods of life, there was un incruoae 
in the nnmber of deaths nnder 10 years of age, and then « decided 
decrease up to thi; age of 30. 

P'or th<3 whole period of nine years, we observe that the major- 
ity of deaths- from those causes arc among females, and liy far 
the largest inimi)er nmong those of American parentage. Tbo 
largest nniiil)er of deaths occurred in the periou of life from SO- 
SO, then from 15-iO, then under 10 years, and next from 30-40. 

The followijig Tiihle shows the numlier of deaths from tboso 
fevers to each l,Of)0 of the popuhttion in each division of the 
State, for the period of the last nine years, taking the census of 
1870 as the basis of calculation : 
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Wit Ihiw 3«e that, wbile Ihv Inrvf*.! pn»|Kirtii>naite tDurtalilii' ftiicn 
tlH<«v Utt>«-a»rs liM Ik-vii in ltii> mwt niral distrkt ot lh<' Suiv, llie 
Cily III IVf'VicJenw wom** m-xl. and the towns of PruTitlnico 
cftuuty Imtc the Moie |>rup«>rtHiiiatc ounilM'r uf ilcntb^ im tbo ent'irv 
SOitf. It is iiKm wairlhy <if ixilice ihaLatx-nrdiii^lo lh<> crtisu^ a( 
1870. Ibp |N)puIation of Wiioliln^oii county Is Uul 47 niorr timti 
Ibat of N>w|nirt cuuuly. while the niiiiiUer tif tlcnllM fioiu tlM-oe 
fvvvi» U 1.4 iwr thoii^aiHl mora in (ho ftiriufr ih^u in lh« Ullcr. 



Wc preACDl, ill cuntriu^ion. (he foltowing comiiHriMin of the 
peiTcnlngc- of niortulity (or eaih of the last nine ypan*. fmiu wimc 
uflbp •tisciiws wp Imvc liccn cttn»iili.Ting. XhtiM> |K-n«nIag»ft ana 
calvutntcd upon the entire mortjility. 
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Tbirt Tnlilu showH Ihnt tho onlrr of arntii^mcnl is not quilo 
Ibit of ll>o ralativi- frequency In 1873; it is, howvTer, that of the 
a^gri-gatv for nine yt-iirs. In eat-h of theMO yours, a» u matter of 
«, Consnmption Ini^ taken tlie )muI, niid in nil, xave ISllA, 
mui hiw ntooil M-cond, The oilier throe di»eii»cs have Ikk-h 
IcM Gxt'd in their nlaliuns. It will 1m oliM'rved that, with Ibo 
rxceplion of the Di^'iitK-s nf the Hem t, all llic perct-ulugrtt of 1873 
■nr In-hiW those of the aveni^^ for nine yeiirs, unci this f.iet ib tl)« 
most marked in the record of Cuimimiptioii. The relative iinpor- 
tauc-c of thif disentte ua n ennne uf mortality iR n]>parent ; for the 
prriMl of nine years, its perecDlng;u uf niorttdity is nearly doulile 
that oftho HiH'oiiil diaenso menliuiicd. 
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There are various topics suggested by the above Table which it 
might be of interest to consider, but which would be foreign to a 
Report on Registration. In closing, however, we cannot lefraiu 
from expressing the hope that the degree of public interec^t now 
manifested in sanitary studies, will yield positive and beneficial 
results, in preventing or ameliorating certain types of disease, and 
their consequent mortidity. Among these Consumption is, by 
some distingui&hed authorities, already included. If these views 
are correct, we may confidently expect, in future years, a marked 
reduction in the mortality from this disease, as well as in that 
from others, which are more surely classed as preventable. 

E. T. C. 

PuoviDKNCK, October 12, 187-1. 



APPENDIX. 



The Registration Law of Rhode Island. 



OKSERAl. STATUTES. crHAPTFR 77, PACK IflO- 



Sktio!! |. The ic.wn c1erk« of the sevpnil tnwns, nr In Ilfln Ihcrnof. any 
prnon wh»iu tin- bnanl "f nUinnnen of »ny city, .)r the tinvn ctiiimll <rf any 
town. m.iy. upon Uir wrillon rwcomnionilAliun of nn niiUiuriioil FotniiitUM of 
tlw Khwlo UlMiil Modii'iil Society, iippolnl for Uiat jmrpiB*, aro h-ri-hj- nutlini^ 
Uad Mid rt->|iiiri^ to iil)Min. rhrunolngicivlly »Minl khi) Imlr-x. n* m\n\TtA by 
the foruii pn-scriliml by tlie ihinl section nf this oliapter. «11 Informntlim ran- 
evrning birllis. luirrlngRS unci ilnntltn nrruriinfc Kiuiing tlw InbtibitHnisof Ihnir 
rwpoc t lT" tnwns; iin<l on or linforo \tw tiinl Mimilny nf Mnrch. HnniiiUly. Xa 
■ikkvtlaly itTtilitMl ivtiims UierMif to thr Sot-miary i>f SUtlo. for 
Mxlincunihc ihiriT-lirsi ibiy of IVccmbtir, ii>Toinpaiiym]{ ttw unntc 
of Umw inUiTiiluiils n-sjiiirefl by Inw to ninkc ivUirna ^> liim ubo haVB, 
Baglvrlod Ibi' »>ini», unci with »iu'li n-niiirk' rvliilinx to Uw ubjrpt of thn Inw 
Ibay mty ilcvni Important to coniniimii'iiM. 
SrcS: TlmSpcnAnry of Stntcshnll rrcoivn i)ih return* nr»1<- In pirrsum 
ff«c<-<1ing irctinn. itnd 'innmilly. with «ni'b nsfintHnm a* iJuiII be 
feyany mith'Tiiml conimiltcoiiflbi' Rbodti Ulnnd Miilbal SiH'i'-ly. mnko 
oxceeilini; one thotiKind copies, n e«>n<-ml olntnict nnil rniwrt 
1b fnnn m prfccribwl )>y apctlnn Ihinl iif thin chnpt<-r. Ilo khall »,\wa 
rwtumii la b« nrmngiHl. iiill ■Iphnbrticnl indit^ra of n)l tliv 
b» whole to In?- bduni) In cunTonlent slznd volnnira. nnil cBrrfal 
In bis office, fur which he bIibII rect-iru ihe mm of tlfty d>-Hiin 
T\w blnnk forms rvfinlrol tocnrry out tlip pruriiiionB <>f ilil* i-hnpieT. 
application. Iw fiiraifilied by ihn StKTcinry ol Siatn, to olfrKTmeii- 
iiDil«rtnkers town clorki. clerks of Ihe Sortoly of Frifriuh. niid 
rcqalrlng tlwni, sabatADtiAlIy nflcr the futlowlng forms, vli: Tbo 



)1>t 
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record o[ a InrOi sliall sliite the linlo and place ot hirlh. nume nml sox of Iho 
child, whether living ur Htill-bom, the nnmo and asmitnie, coW, occupnlion, 
reBidence. iind birth plfice of the parcnte, nnd the lime of recontin;. so far a» 
-the naiuo can be Aacerlained. The record oTn marriaye sliall state the <litt« of 
the miirringe, plm'a, nnme, residence, and officml alalion of llie person by n-lioni 
tDKiried, ntimca and snrnamfls of the parties, nge, coto)', ncuiipntioo und resi- 
dence of each, ei)nditioD, (whether single or widowed), what innrriHgo, if sec- 
und, tllfrd. or other marrioge, the occupation, hirthpliu-e nnil names of their 
parents, and the limtt of rncordinK. so far as the same can be nscerlained. The 
record of deatka shall stale the dat« of death, name and surname of dm-cased. 
the sex, color and condition, [single or married.) age. oci^upatlon. place of 
dualh, place of birth, names and birth place of parents, disease or raiise uf 
death, and the trme of rciordinij, bo far as can be iisi;ortained. 

OF MARKIACES. 

SkC- 4. Every Society of Friends, clergymen, and all others authorized to 
join persons in nmrriiige, shall make a faithful record of every such lite per- 
formed by (lietii, in manner and form aforesaid, and return the same on or 
before the second Monday of crery month, for the last pi-ecedin ^ month, to tlie 
clerk of the town in which such rite shall have been performed; and no mar- 
riage shall bo solemnized, until lUc parties shall have signed, and delivered (o 
the authority about to solemnize it, or to the clerk of a Society of Friends, a 
certifiuate containing tlie information required for the record of a marriage, as 
prescribed in the third seotion of this chapter. 

OF BtUTllS. 

Sec. S, The clerk of every town elinll annually, in the month uf January, 
collect the facta required hy section tliird of tliis chapter, in relation to all 
ahildren born in the town daring the year ending the thirty lirEt day of Decem- 
ber ntiJtt preceding ; and for each full report of a iiirth so obtained, the clerk 
shnll receive ten cents, to l>e paid by the town in which the birth is recunled. 

OK KEATIIS. 

Sec. 6, Wlienever any persoa shall die in tlie Stale, it sliall lie the duly of 
tile pliysician attending in his or her hisl sickness, wilhin forty-eight houra after 
the death, to leave with the family, If any, or persons having the cai-e uf the 
deceased, or to give to the undertaker or person who conducts the funeral, a 

certiflcatestaling thunameof the deceased. Ihu date i.f the death, and the dis- 
ease or cause of death. 



Sec. 7. There may be appointed by the town auUiorities of every town, a 
sufficient number of persons to act as undertakers, removable at the pleaauro 
of the authorities. 

Sec. 8. The nndortaker, or the pei-son who shall conduct a funcml, or who 
shall bury or deposit In a Uimb, the body of any deceased person, shall obtain the 



lars.] 
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beta mjiiintd hjrMw^tton ihini of th)» clmplor. in iwltuion todonlhs, nmcpnilBf 
•pi-h (l<>r«iwpil (mrenn, ln|oih»r wlih tho physician's cortlficnto of tbo fi 
Ihr il^atft. If n ithjrviciKn wna in nUradnnre. n.ii<l on or Ix-loni Uip ftfoond MiM 
day "f Ihi- ne»l Hiiifiwiltng munth rhuW mnke n nturn of the f»cU uIitiUnHI 
tu(^lhi.T xrilli llxi physirinn's ei;rtiflcate. to Uic clerk of Ili« U>«-n in which U 
doUJt occiirretl. 



Sec. 8. Any loim mny n 
otgn-l* homn i-nnlnmptnlm 
■prciAc olyoi't of lhi» net »l 



mi't rontitulpnl Inw*. rooro cfrpcUiAlly ti 

; Prnvidtd. ihp; do not conflirl with tho mnin k 

1. ; to Wfiirx' thf lui.at jHfffiot rpfismiulnt 



Sep, 10. Thi' lown olorks or persons ret-omniMnled nnil nppointeil u nfiwi 
•niil. (hnll rm-it-R for ruch rrcorti nf n dra'h. m.-vtu nnd mtiirni'il lu rviiulrt 
by Inir, ruiil for t^^cli riTord ofn niarring", inndo nnd rctumnil lu reqiliro ' 
Ijiw. twpniy c"nl«; to Im> paid to Ihem oiit nf thnir ro«poi'tivi» town trnmurics: 
/^oiHiIrd, ihnl t)m yeorty iHxtipenwttion ro be pidd ont of llio town tn-n^riry »« 
itr(>rpwiid. to nny one town clerk or pvrsun nppuinliMi na nfi-resnid. wlio "hHU 
fnithdilly pnrforni tlto dntlcs prcecrihwl liy this chnpler, siimll not b« Ifw ihaa 
(l»(i didUrs. rn<Ii'ii»ker» nnd ■rtliors ranking ri'tiirns of dnnths u rwjuirvd IbJ 
•f>cll<-ii riif\il of ihiB ctinploi', «liii11 roceJTO for em-h full report of n diuilli n 
to lira tuwn clerk, lirn eiTHa in Uio cllltw of Prorldonoe or Newport, nnil I 
wntt in tbu nthi^r towns of the Sbito. 

8kc II. Ifunyclergyman, physician, iindnrtnker. town i-krk, clerk ofai 
nui-ttiifof 11>H Society uf tVlendN, orotht^r porMins. shxlt willfnlly nrglortv 
rvtam to pmform nhy of the diitip.'' fmposwl on. or r^qiiired of him. by i ' 
chnplnr, he slmll. nt thf difcrntion of ihn (niurt or justice trying iho cniisit, I 
flDod not nxcrrding twonty dollnrs for oKrh iiflV-nr^; odd hftlf theriKif U 
oftlw town in wlijch the ofTeni'e ^hnll oei'tir, the other half to tbo ui 
prtvin whoshnll compWn of the wimo, 

Sbc. Ifi- InordiT Umt itmnyhf-morpiinrplyaseertaliioilthut notliTKymiui, 
flij«trl«n. coroner. umkTtAker, or clerk uf the Society of Frienda, negU^l* to 
mukm lite reitims »pecil]ed in tldit clmpter. encb of iha uld pnrUe* shnll c 
hb nnmo nnd residenrc to be recordi^d In the clerk's office of thu town <* 
Im raltlr*. 

Ssc. 13. Ni> letters of lulministriition or letters tenlAmentxry »hitll bo grant* 
by lui^r court of probato upon the effects or estnte of nny penon until the death ' 
of ■Bch person, or tlio fncls from Ahich llta snine in presntued. »hiill be duly 
cettUM lU nenr as niny ho. to thn town rlerk, tn order that Ilio wuiiu may hu 
dnljp registered according to the pruvisionK of this chaptor. 

Sec H- Such bo«>ks or n^istn^ or a certiflcitto duly iwrtlfied by the U 
clerk. ur person appoinleil as aformnlil. aa roDlAining a Aill copy ol the r 
«1 any nuurlnge. birth or deatli. vhall liereafter be admitted in any court fl 
M pntni/aeie proof of any marriage, birth or death- 
k Births, marriage*, and deaths of non-rosidents shall b« dlatlo- 
[from tlioM of residents, in the returns, by being arranged MpArataly. 
The 8«cretnry of Siato may. from time to time, Tary the romu ol 

reqnim such ailditional infornrniion as ho i 
' objoct of this chnptur. 
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Sec 17. The sum nt'lhroc huniJrwt nnil Bfty dnlliirs. nnnurtllj, tn !«■ drrtwn 
fur by the Seo'clsry of Stiite, is apprnprinlfd out of Ihe generivl treasury. Ui 
ilHfrny tho Rxpenne incfilcnt to exttmining. collecting and nrrnngiri);: the ivgis- 
trntion retiii-n!i, rnHkin^ the netressary tnbliis, iind ilniwing up the ri'port in- 
quired hy ll)« 8uoiin<l Rectiun of this chaptei', 

Sec. is. Tho town L'lerks nr other offiftra nppointcil under lliis clinpter. to 
vn1le(.'t. rucdnl :ind retuiii thu birthg in the scvernt lovrns, shiill rt-ceive fees 
therefor ria follows: Foroullecling thn f:iclH required in relntloniolnrLhs fifteen 
cents onuh For ni.'xkin^ reuoitl find return of tliesu fncts nx required hy Inw, 
twenty uents eiwh fur the tir»it fifty i-ntries, in ench cntondftr ycnr> nnd ton cents 
for ench subsriinent entry and return. 



CHAPTER 360. 

AITER 187 0FTttRGENEI 



tPik»so<t .Mnri^b M, 1871,) 

U is crtiirUd by lAe QeHcnU AssEinbly ok/oUoici: 

Suction 1. It shall he the duly of the clerks of the Supreme Court, in the 
stiTerHl L-iiunties, on or bof"i-e the fuat dny of Murch, in each nnd every your, 
to lUHko returns to the HecreUiiy of State fur the year ending on Iho ihirtv-GraC 
day of Uccember preceding, of -ill the npplicHtions for divorce, showing tlie 
number, the number gmnled. nnd the onuses which iire given for iho applicn- 
lion. but without the names of tliu parties, in ncciirdancn with the blanks which 
shall be furnished them by tlic Secretary of Stiite, nnd like returns shall be 
.innde on or before the lirst day of August nosi, for the yoaiB 1872 and 1873. 
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JItatr of ^hodr ^^tand and ^rovidrnrr f lantatun$. 



OrirlCK, f 

ilober 13, l^TO. 1 



n (t< IhwiraUe the titneral AMnnblg : 

GeHILKMEN :- Tlio Twenty Sl-coikI Annuni Itfpnrt apun Uie Hr|C<«tmtion n( 
Binli*, Mnri'ingt)* iind l)i>nth6 in Ithoilc IslntiH in hmwiih ]ii'rR«nl<id- 

Tlii* ri^>ori hiu been prcjiHi'ed by Itr. Ktlwnrd T. duwell, nnil prmento (ho 
wlul itnlislk-i fur lliu )o«r enilini; Ui'combvi- 3Ut. 187*, Willi titu usunl roc»- 
ptlalnlot; Tiilitcs iind wlUi niliiilioiiul i-iimRiimts. - 

Th" BumtxT iif Hirths lor iho jimr wm MC6. or AH mom ilian in IP73 ; llio 
nnnklwrof Miirri»gt^«!{,Mt.or(it>loM Uiun in VfJ3\ hdiI tin- iiiitiibi>rof Doalhs 
«.a». 'ir 174 leSM (linn lo 1673. 

Uaiipg tli« twrniy-two jfciiTS and six montlis eincu tho coumen(M.'ninnt nf 
Uic pr«*oDt I'y^li.'ni r<r Krgisirniion. I. n., from Juno 1st. ISW, to nocoinlntr 
Ilrt. I«;3. th« rroinlii in tlio wholo Sl:ittThAVPbc<en u fullows: iJillilmn burn. 
W.ai'l; [M-i'Bunjt tunri'lnl, 83.216', pursona died. Mt515; aliowtiig in llio Etggrt)* 
l»tr a rvvurtt of ihe birtli, nmrringt! ur iluiiUi of 346,675 pumon*. 

TItlit n-piirt iklso incluiltis an nhsirni't of iho rt-iiims of Divoro«ii for tlio yrar 
in*, from which tt nppenra 1)m( tlicro nci'D^4il DWurcos grKiilcd by tliv Sii- 
prcotn Court, or 69 itioiii ihim in 1873, 

In the jirepnmlion of ihis n-piirt Ui« Ct'nuus iif 1879 lins ho«n iiM-d. iw Ix-Inx 
m*>tv lllioly Ui funilali trun »tAU>nicitl AaXn. ihan Uio pTvc«diof; Crnsas of Itnii. 

I Btu hnppy to report thitt tlie retnma fur tho jenr «re mare ootuplolo Iban 
Uwjr bHve livcii liurvUiforu. 

JUSllUA M. ADDF.MAN. 

Scrrtiar^ ^ Stale. 



NOTE. 



Since th<^ lust ])agos of tins Report were printed, my attention lias been ill awn 

to the statement in the hist line of page 98, relative to the mortality of the 

City of Newport. The presumption is, that the returns from Newport do not 

embrnee the entire mortality, and that if all the deaths were systomaticalJy 

reported, the rate of the mortality, per 1,000 of the population, would be larger 

than repr(»sented. 

E. T. C. 
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Table II. Births, 1874. 
Arranged hy Months, Sexes^ and Divisions of the State, 



MONTHS. 



SEX. 



January • • • • ! Males. . 

Females, 



Total. 



February... . Males. . 

Foniales. 



March 



Total. 



April 



May, 



Males 

PViiiales . . . . 
Total 



Males 

Females 

Total 



June. 



July, 



Males. . 
Females. 
Total. . . 



Males . . 
Females. 
Total. . . 



Males. • 
Females, 
Total. . . 



9 

3 



DIVISIONS OF THE STATE. 



235 

281 
46G 



259 
227 

48G 



250 
283' 
533 



225 
225 
450 



265 
239 
504 



318 
283 
601 



295 
280i 
5751 



p 
o 

o 



20 
11 
31 



11 

7 
18 



10 
15 
25 



5 

12 
17 



10 
14 
24 



18; 
17 
35 



a 

9 

o 
o 

■*» 
G 
O 



12 
11 
23 



15 

20 
35 



8 

12 
20 



19 
10. 
29 



13 
12 
25 



10 
15 
34 



9 
O 

o 

t 

o 
p. 



7 

12 
19 



20 
15 
35 



16, 

24' 
40' 



18 

7; 

25; 



22: 

13 
35 



17 
17 
34 



10 


20 


24 


18 


15 


18 


28 


35 


42 



o 

9 • 

c a 

^^ 

Ji o 

%^ 



81 

82 

163 



96 

66 

162 



73 

83 

156 



72 

84 
156 



85 

88 

173 



100 

81 

181 



113 

78 
191 



o 
o 

a 
o 

2 
S 



102 
103' 
205 



102; 
100 
202 



123' 
128 
251 



99 

96 

195 



11/ 

94 

211 



147 
128 
275 



112 
126 
238 



o 

c 
o 

c 

I 



13 
12 
25 



15 
19 
34 



20 
21 
41 



12 
16 
28 



18 
18 
36 



17 
25 
42 



16 
25 
41 



w^^^^^ 


Birika. 


m 


■ 


■ 


■ 


1 


Table II. BiimiB, 


1871 


— Cosmsuito, 




1 


JIOSTHS. 


SEX. 




Dmsioss or titb staiv. ^^H 


j 




1 


i 


t 


^ ^1 






1 


8 


i 
1 


1 


£ 


!-^ 


Aogiut.... 


Mftim 


2U 


f 


SI 


2.1 


97 


128 


i< j 




Females 


fH9 


If 


i: 


81 


96 


11.' 


18 J 




Totnl 


56 7 


85 


Si 


46 


19,1 


837 


88 ^H 


kptcmbcr. . 


M.lc. 


8«» 


!( 


IS 


IS 


110 


100 


la ^H 




Females.. .. 


ni 


7 


87 


8( 


9! 


94 


17 ^H 




Total 


no 


87 


<S 


38 


203 


194 


w ^H 


letober.... 


Males 


.1U 


13 


80 


83 


107 


183 


28 ^H 




Females 


?«f 


V 


l( 


31 


HJ 


18; 


18 ^H 




Total 


ilH 


26 


30 


6< 


190 


848 


46 ^H 


Konmbt,.. 


Males 


J77 


IR 


10 


13 


93 


119 


19 ^H 




Fi-males 


307 


( 


2( 


8f 


a: 


131 


15 ^H 




Total 


M4 


2« 


15 


38 


190 


854 


SO^^I 


>nniiber... 


Uales 


«(|J 


, 


88 


28 


«9 


144 


80 ^H 




Females 


m 


11 


1! 


It 


« 


186 
870 


'* ^H 




Toul 


flCIV 


"] 


35 


<0 


169 


s> ^H 


IW.T«. 


Males 


s,aii 


1.W 


soft 


883 


1,110 


1.410 


804 1 




Female* 


»,is.v 


ir.> 


Itll 


Hi 


1,011 


1,37( 


216 1 




Total 


e.ice 


SOS 


380 


ur 


S.127 


8,780 


4S0 


d 
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Table IV. MARRIAGES, 1874. 
Arrnutjed by Mouths and Divisions <>/ the State. 



DIVISION!* OK THE J*TATK. 



I i; 






MONTHS. 



JfL- 



t-z 



^S 


>0 


s /- 


ti 


3 


T- 


Y. 


■ a 



:< 



r 

's 

9 









Janiiarv , 215 



K 



1» 11 7.") 9a 17! 



FeliriiJirv ..•. 181' C 4 13 Ct'2 87 



'j: 



March 



132i .S 7i I» ;VJ. 5r> IM 



^..1 



April 



Mav. 
June 



Jiilv 



August 

SepteniWr. ... 
Third (Quarter. 



188 
226 
20O 



210 
1% 
24« 



9 G 



11 l^ 



(», 20 



1) iiH, 

I 

8: 57; 

I I 

i 

13 52: 



9:>, 

113 
101 



11, 

I 

19! 

i 
si 



Secoiul Quarter I G14 2(1 



44 



6': 



io: 



30 1G7, 



5 



Hi IG 73! 

; ' I 

1 4 8 75, 

1 1 28 58* 



88" 

I 

80i 



IG 



9. 



129 17 



o 

^4 



1* 

'A 



257 
223 
129 



First (^iiartor 528 19 20, 33 17G; 23C 44, G09 



202 
212 
239 



309 oS 653 



219 
181 
246 



654: 21. 36 52 206* 297 42 616 



Oclol»er. .. 
Noveinl>er. 



246 

I 
283 



10 

-I 



17 

I 

23- 



14 5s; 



29 88 



129 
114 



18 233 
22 299 



DeceiiilK*r. • . •••• ••• 


216' 6 21 16 58 93 22 190 






Fourth Oiiarter ••. 


745 23' Til .'itt •iiu. fi!\a 6-i' 7!?i 


Whole Year. • • • • • • • 


1 
2,54 1|' 89 


! 1 
161 174 753 


t 1 

1,178; I »6 2,630 
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TablkV. ages of persons MARRIED, 1874. 





AGES OF WOMEN. 


o 

l4 


AGES OF MEN. 


83 
430 
112 

30 
5 

1 

5 

1 


O 

16 

492 

333 

65 

44 

9 

3 

2 

1 


8 

2 

4 

85 

205 

105 

41 

28 

12 

2 

4 

2 

1 


3 

2 

. • • • 
15 
23 
63 
32 
17 
12 
5 
1 

• • • • 

1 
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Under 20, ..•••.... 


1 

2 
3 
9 
10 
10 
9 
7 
6 
3 
1 


• • 
1 

• . 
2 
1 
3 

11 
5 
8 
4 
1 

• • 
1 


• • 

• • 
1 

• • 

• • 
1 

• • 

3 
4 

6 

• • 

• • 


103 


20 to 25 


1,027 
690 


25 to 30 


30 to 35 


289 


35 to 40 


156 


40 to 45 


98 


45 to 50 


64 


50 to 55 

55 to 60. ...» 


37 
30 


60 to 65. 




28 


65 to 70 






8 


70 to 75 






8 


75 to 80 








1 


Not Stated 














2 




667 


965 


489 


170 


112 


61 






6 


11 


• • 


1 




Whole No. Females.. 


37 


15 


7 


2,541 



Table VI.— DEATHS. 18T4. 
Arranffed Ay Mantkt. Sfxr» and Dtvimona of th« SteiU. 




Table VH.— DEATHS, 1874. 
Showing the Nu7nber of each Sex in eac/i Period of Lift in every Toim 



BUTIDgtOQ .... 

Bristol 

Warren 

Bristol Coi'nty. 

CorcDtry 

East Greenwich. 

WeBtGieenwich. 

Warwick 

Krnt County.... 

Jame§towii, 

Little CoHijtton. . 

Uiddleto^ 

Newport. 

New Shoreham.. 

Portsmouth 

Tiverton 

NEwrORT ComoT 



Whole 
S'litnber, 



1,185 
0,B29 
4,005 
11,019 

4,580 
3,120 
1.034 
11,614 

20,348 



Males. 

Females 

Males. 

Feranles. 

MhIi 

Females 

Males. 

Females, 



Males. 

Females 

Males, 

Fumalea . 
Males, 
lales. 



488 Ma 

j Females. 
l,15fi:Male9. 

I Female a 
1,074'Males. 

j Females 
14,028' Mali 

Females 
l,147Males. 

Females. 
l,S93iMales. 

I Females . 
2,i0l|Male8. 

I Females, 
21,887 Males. 

Females, 



2,74 
3,082 
1.H2b 
2,182 
5,142 
5,877 



2,407 
1.50H 
1,GI2 
516 
518 
5,684 



T*i.LE VII— DKATHS, 1874. ^^M 
and DivMon of the 5(ate; aho ikt ttalio of DeathM to Popuiation. ^^^ 
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T^DentySfcond Registration Report. 
Tablk VII.— deaths, 1874— rosrisuED 





roi-CLATIOK.IgTH. 


Vn>. 












STATE. 


.,„.„ 


SEX 




-Zss 


BurriHville 


5,S49 


Mfllea. . . 
Femalee . 


2.621 


.40 


Cranston 


5,G88 


MaleB. . . 
Females . 


3.0>*1 
2,607 


2.03 


Cumberland ■ . .. 


5.673 


Males. . . 
Fein Hies. 


2,7D3 
2.880 


0.98 


EflBt Providence.. 


4,336 


Males. . . 
Females. 


2,257 
2.079 


1.56 




1,543 


Males. . . 
Females. 


788 
755 


0.64 




Glocester. 


2.0flf 


Males. . . 


1,0H6'1.95 






Females. 


1.012 




JoliUHloti 


■i.yyy 


Males. . . 
Females . 


2,521 
2.478 


1 .94 


Liiicoln 


11,5G5 


Males. . . 

Females. 


5.563 
6.002 


1. 51 


North Providence 


l,30f 


Ma es. . . 


62C2.9E 






Females. 


6H3, 


Novtii Sinithfield 


2,7D7 


Males. . . 


l,3o0il.2* 






Females . 


1.447 




PawliickeC 


1M64 


Males... 
Females. 


8.867 
9.597 


1.24 


Scimntc 


4,101 


Milks. . . 
Females. 


2.002 
2.099 


1.41 


Sraithfidd 


2.837 


Males. . . 
Feroulea 


1,363 
1.494 


0.87 


Woousocket 


13,57b 


Males. . . 
Females. 


6.3.16 
7,220 


1.96 


Prov, Co., Towns 


84,249 


Mates. . . 
Females. 


41,275 
42.974 


I.. ^3 


Providi'nce City. 


100675 


Males. . . 
Females. 


48.741 
51,984 


1.97 


Cliarlestown 


1,0S4 


Males. . . 
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584 
.120 


2.08 
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1 ,355 
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702 
6.1.S 


1.10 


Hopkintim 


2,76( 
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1,416 


1.44 
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3,505 
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1.709 
1, 79b 


1.42 
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4.240 
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2,111 
2,129 


1.27 


Richmond 


1,739 


Males. . . 

Females. 
Males.". . 


845 
894 


1.4Ii 


Westerly 


5,40S 


2,745|l.2i 




Feraalea. 


2,663 


W.*.SItlNGTg|0 


^0,OGlMalcB. .. 


9,990|l.37 


W 
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10,071 
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Table VII.— DEATHS, 1874— Recapitulatiom. 





Population, 1875. 


Deaths, 1874. 


03 


a 

9 

c 
as 




COUNTIES. 


Whole 
Number. 


SEX. 


Per cent, to 
•^ Population. 


162 


1 


■ 

§ 
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Bristol Co. . 


11,019 


Males. . . 
Females. 


5,142 

5,877 


77 

85 


19 
18 


2 

5 


6 

1 


Kent County. 


20,348 


Males. . . 
Females. 


9,881 
10,4^7 


1.32 


269 


139 
130 


29 
27 


9 
8 


9 
3 


Newport Co. 


2L,887 


Males. . . 
FemaleA . 


10,613 
11,274 


1.08 


238 


136 
102 


19 
6 


6 
3 


3 
2 


Prov. Co ... . 


184.924 


Males. • . 
Females . 


90,016 
94,908 


1.77 


3284 


1629 
1655 


376 
304 


131 
159 


75 
64 


Wasmng'nCo 


20,061 


Males. . . 
Females. 


9,990 
10,071 


1.37 


276 


130 
146 


22 
20 
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Whole State 


258,239 


Males. . . 
Females. 


125,642 
132,597 


1.63 


4229 


2111 
2118 


465 
375 


154 
174 


97 
71 
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8G 86.001. 
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845156.33 1 
9346.50 



2t5f43.00 

19047.50 
9S49.W. 

1.10126.00 
58,58.00 
4r>:4C.0iJ 

193|4H.2.i 

159 5; 
93641 
5555.00 

ui.oo 

4 73.00 
646.00 
266.W 
436.00 
36251.71 

10251.0U 



73 7; 



3331 



287147.83 . 
85lS5.00. 



8.73968^1 
225AS.25 



3787.00 
3T-48.50 
S99!4»^ 



133.001.. 

805167.60! 12 

1,024-12.671 12 

4623.00 

2929.00. 



40MO.00 
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35135.00 
20769.00 
6060.00 



51^52.00 

272J6V.0O 

39^9.00 
18762.38 
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5858.00 
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39,39.00 
86^6.00 

712^9.33 
6l2i5t 00 
385U8.13 
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LE X[.— OCCUPATIONS. 1874,— CoSTiNUEi 



OCCUPATION a. 



I 



i 



OperativeB 

Overseers 

Fninters 

Pnpcr-hanger 

Paper-maker 

PHttern-Diukers.... , 

Pe(l(Uej s 

Pliiiiibers 

Polisher 

Pnnters 

R^crs 

BoUer-Coverers .... 

Sail-niakera 

bhoe-makera 

Silver-plater 

Ston<?-cutter» 

Tailors 

Tanner .- 

Tinsmitli 

Wheelwrigbls 

Wire-worker 

Wood-worker 

lU. Larwreks. 

Coachmen 

Cook 

Hostlers 

Laborers 

Porters 

Teamsters 

Waiter ■ 

rV. BosiNESs Mek. 

Agents 

Apothecaries. . . 
Bank OtScers- . 

Brokers 

Book-keepers... 
Car-Inspector... 

Casluer 

Clerks 

Constalile. 
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7-.i.50 
135.17 

.8 34.00 

.15.33 

61.00 
tl8.33. 

39.00 



i5.21 
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27245.33 
3 53.58 
3636.00. , 
3636.00. , 
118'5!t.00. , 
2727.0 
2« 28.00. 



1.S6 34.00 
5353.00., 

138 46.00 
J,68451.251l 
132 44.00 
596 49.S7 
28 28.00 



260 52.0 
16454.6 

88|44.0 
16153.6 
21643.2 

3232.0 

8l|81.0 
53329.6 

73I73.O 



444.91 

13 66.50 

238.71 

18.00. 

7 77.00. 
72.50. 

1366-50 
1434.no 
1666.00. 
1956.34 
•757.00 

9.00. 

8 53.11 
74.00 . 

143.67 

448.00 



7336.50 

J 38.46-00 . . 
5,026l4S.H0 ( 
132144.00. . 
38147.62 
28128.00. , 



143147.67 

82'41.00 
88'44.00 . . 

" '216143.20.. 
32;32.00. . 

81,81.00. 
37228.G2 
73 73.00 . 



1,36844 13 
28657.20 
29036.25 



198^9.50 
3434.00 



3 54.33 
5 65.00 
5 68.33 



Tablk XI.— OCCUPATIOXS, 1«S1,— Cortotokd. 



occcrATioss. 



Cmtniotgr 

Cimrt-{>rii.'r 

Exi>ntwiimn 

Grocvn 

IligbKnr Coininio'er. 

lull -keepers 

JnoJIor 

Lptter-«airri« 

Ll(|uor-<]riilors 

Maunfnc-Uirrrs. . • • • . 

MercbauU 

Otlicer. 

fulicttucn 

PntHJilrnt or Ins. Co. 

I'uhliHlicr 

ft. U. Station Muter. 

i^alooii-kee|>ers 

Trndere. 

UndertAker. 

V. S. Coftst Snnrej-'r. 

IT. S. Service 

>V»tclttiiaii 



I'M 



AriM 

C'iril Kngiuecr. . 

Oi>rgyiivD 

J"-lK« 

L«»jcni , 

)*hys[daiu 



VI. SEAruiw) Hnt. 



Ca{>taitiiL . ■ . 

FUbennen.. 



Naval Ufllccr. . . . 
Ojatemwn 

Vn. Soldier... 
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1.0(1 

ni.oii 
fi.'i.no 

.W.7» 

UO.3; 

G.OOl 1 
3J.O0 
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1,2A5 

IGAHI 
l.')Af)1.6T 
74.011 
64 U4.00 
as ^. 0(1 
2(H>|M.OO 
14347.6. 
4 74.00J. 
171.00 
S3|33.00 
€4104.00 1 



ftfi.OO, 
21.00 
57.83 



78.00 
70,50, 
1.13 



61fil.4l 
C5£5.(l 
873^3.2 

74^4.0 

encG.o 

3A»5.0 
7638.0 
-« 154.8 



•tl>41.00 
14M|70.OO 
81,81.00 



K9tS8.17 
SO 30.00 , 
151 75.50. 



251 112.75 
40t)L^M.^ 



494«1.75 
80«i7.78 
7fi 7C.00 



52 52.00 
64lC4.00 
9!} 4».50 
74 74 00 
71 71.00 



234 7H.00 
14170.50 
388 43,11 



■ Table IX.-OCCUPATIONS, 1874,— Costinuei.. 


OCCri'ATIONS. 
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Vlll. Femalks. 
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The fiilloiviii'; Tiilik'S wore ciirniHlt'il from tlio nliac-rTiilk 
tlie Kt-v. Dr Caswku., of IVoviilciRi-: 



Taulr xni. 

Stominff tkt mean nllUuiir nnd range iff Ihe /inrtrntrtrr, Ihe. pnvniling tntitU, Ike 
M ftliUivt kttmiitUy, mran e/owJiwcw q/' Ihi >ty. (A« number of days of rain 
or gnaw, ami tlu >ptaMtitji of rain onrf melled «funr, Ji>r Moft montA i^ (Ac pear 
mi, and tantfond wUk the avenge for 43 j/tim- 
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mean Umperalure. and a compnrimn wilh the nven^ of 43 yeart. 
Ike h'ffhcsl and lowat UtnpenUure, Uie tmnthly range, the mean ilaity r-mge, 
and OtegrealeH change in ttom^fotir hours, for eofh month o/lhej/ear IK74, 
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Ill the preceding Tsihles, we have added columns, which will 
enable the reader to compiiie the record of thia yeav with the 
average of the preceding years. Thus at a glance he can deter- 
mine the excess or deficit of the qn:iiitity of ruin fnr each mnntb, 
and of the quantity from the beginning of the yenr to the first of 
each month; ho c:in alao see how fnr tho moau tempeiiiture of 
each month depnited from the average. 

It will lie seen that the temperattire of the eiiliri? yeiir waa 
rather more than half of one degree hclow the average. The 
coldest month of the year waa February, and tho warmest Julyt 
each of them being ii little colder than the average. The chief 
points of intei-est in connection with the temperature, ai-e the 
warm January, the exceedingly cold April, and tho cool August. 
Although January, as is shown by the Table, was much warmer 
than tho average, still the menu temperature of the month waa 
almost 4° below that of [he warmest January of the record. 
April was 3.2° colder than tlie coldest previous April iu forty-two 



yenra; during the month the thermometer was at or Mtiw Iho 
rn>pEliig point 00 fidoen mornings, and on the 30th of thp month 
llie grouni) WI18 Grmty ftozcn, August wiis 1.1" warmer than the 
i-oi)l4»it August iif fnrty-two years and 7" cooler than August 
in 1^70 which wits tho wnrme«t August of th<' entire |)eriod. 
During tlio summer months there wore but «ij?A/ dnya cm which 
the tcHipeniture rose ahov« 65° and on four of theBc it renehed 
W su'l upwards. In 1873 thons we|-o i-ightrt-n of Uic former 
itiid three nf the latter, und in 1872 twouty-seven of the former 
nnd »i\ of the latter. The mean tt-mpemture of the three sum- 
mer months and of September iu 1874, was 65 9° or O.i' lower 
tbmi for tlic fuunc jieriod in 1873, and 3.1° lower than in U72. 

The mill fall of the year waa 43.39 inehea. being 1.42 inches 
nlioTe the average and 9,17 inches less than in the preeedingyenr. 
Ttic only point of xpecial interest in this conneetiou 'm tlie exces* 
dive mind of April aud August. In .\pril the amount was ouo 
inch more than double the usual quantity for that month. In the 
whole [K'riiHl of furty-threc yi-arB there are but four mouths, in 
whieh the (juuntity of rain for tlie month, vim greater than in 
April, 1874. In August, it will l»e olwerved. that the quantity 
WHS 3.5U inches in c^ieeAa of the average: of the whole anionnt, 
fi.68 tnebes fell ou one day. the 8th. The greato^I exees» of tho 
yemr waa rearhed at the close of this month Kud was 7.5(> inches: 
from that diite the monthly supplies wvro all below the average, 
aft that, at the end of the year, as has been stated, the excess was 
quite small. 

Tlio uumlHT nf days on which min or snow fell wne P9, Itcing 
precisely the iMime us in 1873, although as has been stated tho 
quantity in 1874, was £>.17 ini-hea less. Nutwithsliuiding tho 
grest raiii-falls of .\pril and Auj:u>t, we tiiul that the ntmo^phvro 
was ill these months less satunited with moisture tban in any 
nihvr, with the exception of May : in January it altniued tho 
grrstrM degree of saturation. Wecterly winds prevailed on 237 
days, and eiisterly on '20, or in the proportion of more than 2 to 
1. Thetv were 21 days more of .Stiuih- Westerly, and 9 ilays leu 
of Nortli-Eriisterly winds than in 1873. 

Wfl will now glance at the TnbW of Deaths. From Tshlo 
VIII we find that the number of deaths from Cholrm Infnntum 
was 265, or 20 less llian 1873, and 99 less than 1872. The f«U 
lowing Table Hhownthe uumU'r of deaths from this disease in each 




Twenty-Second Registration Report. 



[1874. 



of the summer months, and in September, with the mean terajiera- 
ture in each of these munlhs, in euchaf the last uiiie years. 
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III looking at the nbove Tabic we find that, iii three years, the 
mean tempcnitiire of these months hne Iicen precisely the Game, 
viz. : in 1874, 1869, and I86fi, and the number of deaths were 
respcctivoly 230, 13!) and 98. Much of this iitcre.ise is duiibtleas 
due to the increase of the population. In 1874, the greatest num- 
ber of deaths was in August, and yet in this month there was but 
one day in which the thermonictor reached 85', and the mean tem- 
perature was more than 4° below that ol July, in which the num- 
ber of deaths was 30 less. Again, July and September difTcred 
from each other in temperature by 9°, and yet there whs but one less 
death in September than in July. Angus! of 1874 was nearly six 
degrees cooler than July of 1873, and yet it had five more deaths. 
It has been quite positively stilted that in New York the deaths 
from Cholera Infantum rise uiid fall with variations in tempera- 
ture, 2 or 3 degrees of rise niereasing the number of deaths from 
this disease. In order to verify this position, we should require 
for each year the number of the population under five years, with 
the temperature and the number of deaths, and we eonld UicB 
arrive at accurate results, based upon the number dying in pro- 
portion to the population. From such data as wc have given, and 
they ai-e all that wo command, that theory is not substantiated, 
whether wc compare season with seasou, or month with month. 

The deaths from Pneumonia in 1874 were 220, or 29 more than 
in 1873. Of these deaths 99 occurred in the first four months of 
the year. The following Table shows the mean temperature, and 
the nuinlier of the deaths from this cause, in each of the first four 
months of the last five years. 
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\V© shall not comment upon thitt Talilo, only tlniwinjr nttention 
to the lari^^ nnnilK-r of dfiitlib from tliiit ciinse tn Ai'iil. in fact, 
hy far the largest numher ever reporteii in any single month. It 
lins aln-arly l>4>eii stntPit tltiit Uiia inuiitli was tlic uildcttt April in 
forty-lhrvc years. 

Tlie deuths from Scnrlathia were largely in excesa of any pivvi- 
oiiH year. They numlKTod 402, while in 1873 they were 287, 
and this was then the largest numl>er i-ep<irted. Of tliv large 
number in 1874, 312 denlhii i>e<-iirred in the lirst »>x months. 
The lar^-*tt monthly iiumlH'r wiia IJS, in Jmie, and the next 57, in 
ilananry ; the Himillest wu8 18, in Septenilier, The e.\]>cricnee of 
this yeiir is nn exception to the rule that Scnrlntinn is generally 
more fatal in the winter than in the summer. 

There are two dentha reported from Heat, — one in August, 
when the thermometer oneo reached 85°, and one in October, tbo 
maximnm temperature being 68° ] No dcatha arc reported this 
j-enr fiom Fro»t-Bite or ex]Kisure to cold. It will bo rcmemlwrcd 
th»t the mercury did nut go lielow 0' during the yenr. 

\Vc [HISS over this suhjeel without further considomlion, l>ollev- 
ing thnt tbo data we have arc not suflieient for any elucidation of 
the. complex n-laliona l^'twcen the varying condition* of tbe 
weather and the degree of mortality. 
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RESULTS AND OBSERVATIONS, 1874. 



By n-fiTPin'c tn Tiiltli' 1. (Ill pnpe 2. «■<■ find tliiil. in tho ypjir 

lf74. tlicn- wcrp roconVd in iho Stnlw cif Klioi!ii Imliiml, six 

thnuffud fmir liniulred and nixtif-nix (i;,4fif!) bii'fiit, two Ih.ianand 

[ jivf Atiitdiett iind ft/rt>/-oiie (2.511) ma rn'uy t-i, nni\ /our thotiaand 

Om iiMudi'd o„'l ticeuty-nix'' (4.221") deat/'s. 

Tlir iiHiiiil eompnnHQti ut' IIk* rcsiills it( legidlnition in tlio Sliito 
. for till' la>il iwi-nly-oiie yi>ai-d in tu> I'olliin-s : 
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Wi" •*•(• friitn lIiH Tiibic lliHt in 1874 tlicro were more liirths 
tbNii hi liny [irevioiH yenr, luiil m<>n> ni;ii'i-iiig(>4 Ilinii in sniy yi>ar 
Willi tlic rx<.-«>|)liun i>f ISTIl j the nuitil>or ul iIohiIh wns leaa tlimi 
ill oilhcr of lln> two (iroi-udiii^c ynnr^. The cscm^ •>( living Itirllis 
orrr •l<-iith« in 1(474 wns I.SKS. or 174 niui-u Ihnn in IMS. nnd 
!«!> IcHi than in I»72. 

On IIm next two liases will tw '.'Und n cotnpnmon of ihc liirtha, 
muniii^i-M nnil dciitip' in ctu-h town in lliv 8lalo in ltj74, with th« 
|Nipnlitli<in of i-ni'h Innn hy (lip fpni>u» of 1N75 ; niiO tiUo a cnm- 
(inriMrH u{ llio Kliili-tii-n in rai-li l<>wii for tb« Ihrvf yonrs I8i2, 
lt»"3 nn'l l»74. The cm«M of InJA was bikon on tlio first of 
Juiiv, nnil it is fair In e.uj>pi>ai' l)int it "ivm n muru n-linblc lutsia 
ofniiupiiriMni thiiii thnt of lM7n. For t)ii« n-nson. therefore, it is 
iatnxlund into tliia rqiort. itnlici|kntiiig tbv rrport of Ihe y«nr to 
wliich it jiruiicrly belongs. 



BIliTHS. MARRIAGKS ANU DKATIIS IN IlilODE ISLAND IN 19?4. 
COMPAIIKD WITU THE POl'UhATIUN BY THE CENStIS OF 1875. 
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BIRTilft. MARRIAGf:S AXl) DEATHS IN KACII TOWS 1:4 ttllOD£ 
ISLAND. IN RACII OK TUB TUEtER TRAKS t9». 1673 AND 1874. 




We cannot, in [lassiitg, refrain fniru noting; smne of the points 
of difference botwocu the cciiyiis we hnve presented on \v.ige 50, 
and thnt of the census of 1870. In 1875, the entire pirpuhition of 
the Stiito WI18 40,880 hirgcr thtin in 1870. This increast of iiopu- 
Itition u (]Utr\\mlc<\ over the diffeivnt tounties tif the Sliitc. with 
the exception of Wiishi ngton county, whith shuws a iiopnlittirm 
of 36 less thim hy the preceding census. In Bristol coinily, the 
gain was 1,598, and whs diiitrihnled uinong the three towns of 
that ciiimty, Wnrrcn having nearly 1,000, and Bristol more than 
50O. In Kent county the giiin wiis 1,753, and in thia county 
West Greenwich ah>ne doen not show an increase; llie decrease in 
that town was U!>. Newport county haa a gain of 1,837. and iu 
this county Little Coniptou has 10 less, and Portfrnoiilh 110 less 
inbaliitauts thiin in 1870, The towns of Providence county show 
a gain of 3,y(i3, and in this county Foster, Ghiceater, North- 
Providence, and North-Smith lii" Id show a decrease. In Fobter 
the population is 87 less, in Glocester 287 les^, und in Koi-tli- 
Smithfield 255 loss than in 1870. The decrease in North-Provi- 
dence was chiefly due to a change in the town lines, liy which n 
large portion was ahsorbed into the city of Providence, and 
another portion triiusfcrred to Pawluckct, thus reducing the pop- 
ulation uinterially ; the deercii^c in this town is 19,192. Puw. 
tucket has gained 11,845. and of this a large portion is due to 
North Providence. Woonsocket has gained 2,019. The largest 
gain <if course is in the city of Providence, and this is more than 
three-fourths of that of the whole State ; it uuionntcd to 31,771, 
and of this about 15,000 is duo to the town of Nurlh Providence. 
In Washington county every town shows u decrease, with the 
exception of Hopkinton, which has an increase of 7f, and 
Westerly, which shows a gain of 699. As a result of this eotu- 
parisoD we think that, iu the State at large and in the City of 
Providence, there are abundant indications of a satisfactory iind 
permanent growth, 

Turning from the consideration of the population to its relntiou 
with the vital statistics of the State, we present iielow n Table 
showing a comparison of the births, marriages and dcatlis, in pro- 
portion to the population, for each of the last six years. 
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Fnnn thm (.-omjmrieun we seo tlint in 1874, iii projxirtion to tho 
INtpululiiiii, ihtTP werv fi-wcr births limn in an^' year eint^e 1870 ; 
fewer mnrringoo IIihii in eitlior of Iho yeiirs tneiiliuiied, niid fewer 
dcaUis ibaii in vilhiT i-f tlio twn preceding jreiirs. 

From the Tiible on [iiigo 51, we see that tlio birtiis have regu- 
laily (]iniini»bi><l duiiag the [w»t llirvc yi-nrs in Bri«t<i1, Kont and 
Newport counties, and that in 1874 they were less in tho towns 
of Providciiee cnnnty and in Wanhington cutnity than in the pre- 
vioiis year; in the city uf Providentv lhcr« was a larpc increase. 
The number of mafriages in It*74, whs Ie»ii than in either uf tbo 
year* loentione*!. in Kent, Newport and Washington counties, and 
in tho towns uf Providence eunnty ; tt was less in Briaful 
coanly than in 1M73 ; in the lity of Pi-ovidcnee the num1>er ex- 
ceeded that 111' olther of tho nliovc yi-uirt. The number of deaths 
in 1874 WH9 less than in either of the years mcnliuned, in Bria- 
U>l, Newport and Washingtcu counties, and in the ton ns of I^ovi- 
dcnce munty, and le:<8 in Kent county than in 1871, but greater 
tbau in 1872; in the eily of Providcnou it waa greater than in 
cilbcr of thcBO yearn. 

We will now proceed to eonaid«r in detail the birlbs, marriage* 
and deaths in 1874. 



Twenty- Second Hegiatmtion Report. [1874. 



BIRTHS, 1874. 



We hnve nlrciidy stilled on pngc 4!) tliat tlie nuiiiber nf liirtha 
in the State of Rhode Islniid, for the year 1874, wiis 6,466, the 
largest imniber ever yet reported. 

The p:irtiealiirs of these Uirtiis are found in the Tallies on pages 
2 to 8 incluaivc, and to these wc will now turn our ntlculion. 

SEX OF THE CHILDREN BORN. 

Of tbo 6.466 children horn in 1874, in Rhode Island, 3,311 
were mnles, iirul 3,155 femiiles ; thus there were 104.9 males to 
eaeh 100 femiilea, or in each 100 uhildren horn there were 51.21 
males aud 48.79 fenmleM. The following Tulde shows the ntrmber 
and proportion of the sexes of the children horn iu this Slate, in 
caoh of tlie last twenty-two years. 

Clillilren. 

. -— — . , Males to cacli 

Toars. Mains. FmimlCB. I<KJ Fi^roulea. Mnlcs. FemiLtna. 

lB»-3 1,43i 1,4M mo. or SO.W anil 49.S1 III oacli 100. 

IBM 1,081 1,001 10T.8, or. M.STand W.LI In CKOh UM. 

18U \.ai... \,a\ .^..lOi.O, or Sl.i3an<l4l>.Tatnpaobl00. 

IBISe. \,vn MDI IDA. 1, or SI.tSaniltf.7S In eacb 100. 

1BS7 3,0ST. l.US 10ll.e,or Gl.Wiuid 4B.M In each IWI. 

1868 (,«00 S.0M .107.3, or 3I.7S anil IS.IT iD eflCb 100. 

lew MM 1,(1117. l<U.3,or SI.SOandJa.-QlnuacIiloa. 

IMO S,»a t.Sll.... I01.S,or S0.S7 and 1S.I3 in etwii 100. 

isei 1,031 AlDl lI0.S,or 03.40 anil tT .31 In encbUO. 

isn a,lM l.WT 100.4, or W.»an>l4T.7!llaeiiohU0. 

UeS \m 1.M) IDS-e. or SI.41 and <8.t9 in Ba«b ISO. 

1M4 l.WU l.Ha 10D.3, or Ml. Maad 49.111 In uoh IOOl 

ia». VIX 1,»7 111. a, or JSOSDn<14B.l«lneBebtOD. 

VXa 3,S4S. I,3A6 lOe.O, or ni.»4 Biia4S.on in OB«b 100. 

1M7 a.SOa 1,461 107.0, or 51.87 anil 48.11 in eaoh 100. 

iSBi ,....%ia a,H37 104. B, or Sl.lOanil4B.9ii In oaiA NO. 

ISOB S,aas I,I>«1 104.0, or Bl. 10 and 48.81 In each UOv 

IffTO !,ilTO 3,534 109.0, or AI.S7anil 48.03 In eaoh 100. 

]8T1 3 878 S.eW). I01.B,or BO.OOaad 49.31 tnoaoh IML 

1879. 3,W« J Ma 100.8. or S0.«nn(I4tf.78In caoh lOOk 

1873 S.139... I.aST. 108.6, or M.DSiuid 47.I<1 iu oaoh 100. 



Wo see from this conipariaon, that the increase in the number 
of births is quite fairly distributed between the sexes. The num* 
ber of males is 176 more than in 1873, when it was the largest 
reported ; and the number of females is 97 more than the largest 



iiumlKT, wlik'h WM ill 1872, und 268 nrnro tlinti in 1873. Tbo 
proporlion i>f Ihu acxeaurdie cliiliireii Iwrii in 1874 is very nearly 
thai ut tlic average of tweiitv-one yonrs. 

TIw wljdlc iiumlMT i.ri.iillis in iht- cily e.f Pniviilciico. in 1874. 
wiiiS,7»0; ln-iiij; 652 more tb.in in 1873. Of tlx-w biHhi in 
1874, tlierc were 1,-ilO uinle!> inut 1.370 rciiiuiri*; tlni--< llicrc were 
102.1> nmlcs t<i t^ndi IO(t f«-ni:iti-ti, or tn (•hl-Ii 100 c-liildren iKirn 
50.72 were nwloB nuil 49.28 I't-nmlcB. Thus in the City „{ IVotU 
iltfm-e, in 1874, llic |iroifnrti(Hi of miil« Iiirtlis wus Ii-i-s tlmit in the 
Sltttc. Tho following Tabic sliows n comparison of llic [KTcvntngo 
of mall- liirtlis in the City of I'roviilence nnd in tho Slati- of Rhode 
Islaiul, for eiiL-h of tlic Inet nine )('Hrs. 

PBRCENTAGB OF HALE UIKTHB. 
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During Uie twenty-one years from 18.^4- 1874, iiu-ln>iive, the 
hirlha in"tho City of Pi-r.vidonw wvrv 36,402, and of tlics.-, 18,667 
were males, and 17,737 t'omiiles. Thus, during this ]i(-rioil, there 
wcro Ixirii 105.2 inaleo to each 100 feDiaK-«, or in citih 100 ehil- 
drfii iKiru 51.28 wore mules and 49.28 tvnmk-s. From tliu Tnblo 
ou page 54 wc see thnl, for very nearly the same poriotl of lime, 
the proportion uf male hirths in tho State i» slightly Inrger, it 
being 103. 6 to eni-h 100 females liorn. 

BEX AKD LOCAUTY. 

From Talilc II, we tind that the immh«r mid pru|Kirtion of each 
Ml, in escb divisiuu of the Stnto, hi 1874, were as follows : 
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The reliitive proportion of t!ie st-xos in CHch division of Uio 
Stiile is given in the following TiiMo fur each of the Inst twelve ' 
yenrs: 
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From tliis Table we sec thiit the pniportioii of msile births in 
1874. ill tlio whole State, wiis aniiiilei- tlmn in 1873, bnt larger 
than ill thf two preceding ycurs; it was very mnch emiiiier than 
that of 1S73 in Bristol mid Newport counties, and smaller in all 
the divisitina of the State, with tlio exception of the towns of 
Providence county, in which it was considerably larger. 

SEX AND SEASON. 

Table 11, on page 4, gives the nnrnlier and sex of the children 
horn in each season of the year 1874. From that Table we derive 
the following resiiItM, in relation to the projHirtion of the sexes 
born in the different seasons. 
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yloSpptcmher. SOT miileB....R»0 femuleB. or—WS-l malratfl eafli 1Wfom«leB. 

oherto IicuonibGr Si7ninl» — MT femiili'B. DT...l<<lt.Duialea to eaeli ISO ftMDKlet. 

olo Vow «llinalM..J.lMroniHle».or...lM.OnifileitopaphlOOfemali»- 

We present below a Table showing the proportion of male 
rths to each 100 female births, in each quarter of the year, for 
cb of the List nine years. 
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Wv »(■« hy tliU Tnble that the nilo, thnt the lurgeat niiml>(.<r of 1 
nuilo Itirllis occurs in IIik fii-^t qimrlor of tli<> yt^ar, hau hold gctix] J 
but lliroc linica in thia 8t:ite i]urin<! the liiftt nine yean. Tliol 
Iarf;r>t iiiiuilH-r hns occurri'il in thtt socond quarter twice, onol 
tn«tiini-e lipin<; in 1874, iinil in riii-li of llic nthrr qtiHrlcrs twicer 
during; ttiia |M>riud. In 1K74, as in tlic two preceding ycnrs, thag 
Wnnn«')'t pnipnrtioii iicciiricHl in tlie firat ijiiiirtnr of iho year. 
From Tiililti ![ wt: find tlint in tlic tiimtlh of April tlio iiunilicr of 
biriha of each s«x wiii (be sumv ; in •liiimury thoro wcru 4 niuru 
tiu>'i*, uuil in Augii.-'t 3 iiiorti liova tliun girU, while in Dca-iuber i 
thcra wMru 4lt more hoys. In March tlicrv were 33 morn girls«l 
aitd ill Niircmher 30 more giria tlian hoyH. 



The following Tnble shows the number of cbildi-en lion: 
Sbotlc lahind, in nich quarter of the year in each of tl>i> Innt pcvcnl 
jrenrs, nnti nl&o the aggregiite for twenty-two years, from 185S-1 
1874, iiurluaivc. 
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Tliia Table sbowB ilimt in 1874 und in th« four preccNliiig y«i 

f well «« in the nggregato for twenty-two year*, the la 

nuiiilMT of births has la-Pii in tliv Inst qnsrter of the ycnr. 

•tnntloat nnnil>cr has occurred in the lirst quarter iu all tb« yea 

BWntiuni'il excepting 1871, and iu Uie uggregnte iteriixl ^In 



PARENTAOK. 



Tabic- I sliowB the pnreiitage of the cliildrGii horn in llie Stale 
of Rlmik- Island in 1874. Tbo f»llowiiig Table shows the pareiit- 
jigc of llie chiliircii born in the Stute, in each of ihu lust two years, 
nntl for ibreo pcriuda of five yeara each, i. e. : frnm 1858—1872, 
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Tho perceiitiige of eucli class iii the abore periods, is vhowu i 
the following Table : 



PARENTAKE. 
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The ahovi) Tables reyeal to lis n most umrked climiniiiion in the 
proportion of iiiiths of AtneHcan purvntago in 1874; the pureent- 

! of Uiie cIhss being the lowest that has ever been reported, and 
standing in marked contrast with the same elass in tho prect-Oing 
year. The percentage of foreign births exceeds that of American 
parentage, and is larger than in 1873, though not quite up to 
the number of 1872 The percentages of mixed parentage were 
each larger than in the preceding year, and than tho aggregate of 
the periods given. 

From Table I we find that, in 1&74, there were more children 



born of forf ign Ihsn of Ampnonn pnrciitn<r<'. in onch of tho follow- 
ing towns, viz. : Wurwiclt, Burrillvillc. Cmiistoii, (.'iimlierliind, 
EUsI Providenctr, Lincoln, North SmithGi'Id, PHwtiii-ki-l, Smith- 
fipid, WooiWH-ket, nnd ill ttie City *>( Providence. In .Tohnnton 
tlin birtlis were rqimlly divided. The towns of Wiirwirk, K[i»t 
PnivideniT, T'iiK'idn, Smilliticld, niid Ihu City of Provideneo were 
nni included in tbid liiit for 1873, which comfirised the rei>t of tbo 
■lirive towns, nnd al»o the then lurge tiiwn of North Prnvidenoc. 

In 1F<74. there were six towns in wliici] (here wei-e no liirlhn of 
foreign |Mirentflge. These were West Oreenwich, .liimeiitown, 
Link' Compton. New Shcirehnni, Foster and Exeter. In the 
pieceding yciir. Biirrinirton, Middlvtown nnd PorlAnioutli look 
the pliiccj in Ihis list of West Greenwich nnd Little Comiitoii. 

COLOKBI) rillLDHKN. 

In 1S74 (here were 170 colored children Imrn in the Slnle or 
Rhode Isbind. This nninber is 7 more thnn in 1873. Of tbeao 
birllw in 1874, 8S were iniiles, mid 82 frin;iW. The pereentngo 
of mido births WHS 51. 7(;, or 107.3 mules to eiich lltO females 
Iwrn. n lr»H propoiliun of males thnn in either of the four preced- 
ing yen rs. In the City of Providence, the nnniber of colored _ 
births n-ns the samo as in 1873. 

The nnmber of colored children born in ench town, in l^7< 
WU8 Its rulluws : 
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Math KlngMn* II f 

Klolimnoi) ) 
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PLt-RALTlY DIBTHR. 

Frrnii Tnble III wc Ibid Hint there were 74 cnw» nf plunililj 
Itinba ill Ubode Island in 1874. This number is 17 more thuil 
in 1873. Of lUia number there were 42 in the City of Pmvi- 
dem-e, nnd 17 in the towns of Pruvirb-me coimly. Of the 74 
CUM-*, is were of American. H of Iri*h, nnd 10 of English 
paretitag«. All of the |tturiility births were cnses i>f twin*. 

During the Ivrenty-tHrti yenr« fnun 1853-1874, inclusive, Ihvro 
were reported in Rhode Island : 



aS,SIM criEOS or Bln^eliirlha, giving : UmW rhUilivii; 

l,l«.icn»f8 0f IwlnljInli'.Blving a,ii» cUllrtpcn. 

IT Ca8i>» of Ii'iplelilnhi, giving Dl rhllilren. 

IW.M! totnlciiBOBofchllO-blrtli, Klvlnff UT MO «tiUanin. 

Of the whole mimhei- of (90,441) ctwes of child-birlh, one in 
92.5 piodiiccd twins; niid of the whole number of 97, .''00 children 
one in 46.4 wjis ii twin. 

Of tlio whole iiiiDihei' of (1,042) cases of plurality liiiths in 
twenty-two yenre, both piireiits were Amerlcnn iti 455 eases ; both 
were foreign in 502 cases; in 77 the parentage was mixed, and in 
8 unknown. 

Of the 2,101 children born in plurality cases in twenty-two 
yeHrs. there were 1,02;* males, 1,069 females, and 4 sex not 
known. 

STILL-BORN CHILDREN. 

The slatistiea on this point arc derived as usual fnim the returns 
«f deaths. There were 277 cases iit Htiil-liorn rhildreri rejifirted in 
Rhodi! Island in 1874. This numher is 49 more than was re- 
ported in 1873, and 75 more than in 1872. Of those reported in 
1S74, there were 182 in ttie City of Pnivideiife, 20 in Bristol nnil 
14 in Woonsoeket. Ton towns reported no still-births, while in 
187 J there were 14, and in 1872 there wero 22 towns in which 
none were reported. 

5ea:.— Of the still-born in 1874, there were 172 males and 105 
females. 

roien(age.~Ot the 277 cases of still-birth, 138 were of Ameri- 
can, and 139 of foreign, parentage. This eipial distribution is 
decidedly unusual. 

Color. — In ia74, there were 2(34 csiBes of still-biith among ths 
white, and 13 cases among the colored population. In 1873 
thcro were ^16 among the white, and 12 among the colored, and 
in 1872 there were 189 among the white, and a-^ain 13 among the 
colored popidation. 

i^ienMii. — The number of stilt-births reported in the several 
months of 1874 were as follows : 

JnniiniT ■ ** AnguHt !1 

September ■- IS 

. 33 Outobor ft 

. lu Noveniber SO 
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1874.] 



nUMMARY, KTI1.L-1IORN. 



The fiillriwiiig TiiMc eliows llio immher of slill-liorii, nnil Dio 
•ex, for ll)p [ii-no(] frcim .Time Ist, 1852. tti Deconihcr 3Ul, 186D. 
and fur each i>f the last five ycara. 
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iSfx. — The ihovo T«ble »howa that, »ini-c llio fimt "f June, 
1ft52. there hnvo liecii rcporteit in RHihIp Islntid 3,72)3 cnM>s of 
still-tMrih. Of these 2,283 wore inulct>, 1.391 femntcH, luitl A2 
•ex not fluted. ThiH<;ircs 6:i.l4 tnntos itiid 37.80 fi'mnlct in t^ach 
KM) slilUliirtlis. or ItiA.'iC iiinles to etch lUU fi-nmie utilUhorn 
childrrn. 

I\ti-rntaffe. — This is not given prior to 18S9. From 1859- 
1874, iiiduiiivr. (here hiivo lioi-n 2,970 vnsen of utill-liiiih, divided 
Rccnnltng (u pnrenlngL' ne follows: Ami-ni.-]iii 1,28!*, foreign 
1,079, lint stated 2; total, 2,!I7I). The prttjiortionti ncconlinK '<> 
(uirentii^f, fur the nbovo i>criod, nrc no follows : 43.0^ American, 
nnii AH.ttl foreign in eiirh 100. In the Tnliln on pnpv b>^ wc hnvo 
the )nireiilngc iff the i-hildrrn given for seventeen years. Clii«i<ing 
IhoM! of mixed piirentngo iiiKk-r th:it of the father, iind omitting 
Ihiisr, whiiM> imrenlage nns not given, wo find tho pciventnge of 
all liirllt-s of Ammcnii jmreiitnge was 49.88, and that of fon'ivn 
(larcntnge 30.ll!. CVitniianng the»u |>ereentnge» willi tlio»a of Ibo 
»till-births given aliove, for nearly the same iieriod, we Iind n re- 
iteration of the faet often »tnted, thnt the proportion of the foreign 
element uinuiig tlio still-born is larger than the foreign proportion 
of all the rbildren lioni. 

Sfuson. — The season nf the year in which the still-hirtha 
occurred in Rhode Inland, for the period of lweiity-tw<i years, 
frooi lti53-187'4, inrinsive, was as follows: 



2S yenTs. Months. IS years. Moitqs. 



JauDiry ISS April "TKJuly SSiOctolwr 

Febmnry SS^Mny SOUAiisiiM asr^Savember.. 



Uarch 303 June 



September 31flDeoeml)ti 



iSil Qimrter 0T«4lhquaMPr 889 



a, ]J«»; iecoud aUniDnlhs.l.tlGa: Total. VST. 



MIMBKU OF TRK CRlLDReN. 



The following Tiible shows the numl>er of tho child of the 
viothev, i. o. : whether the child whoso birth is reported, is the 
first, eccoiid, or third, etc., of its mother. The Tjihfe show& the 
numherof the children born in Khode Ishtnd in 1874, its well ns 
of all born during the eevcntoen years fntm 1857-1873, inclusive, 
and the total for eighteen years: 
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The pro|)orlion of first children born in Rhoilo Island, in 1874, 
was 25.5 in ouch 100, and for the period of eighteen years it was 
25,1 The proportion of second children born in 1874 was 21.1 
in each 100, iind for the period of eighteen years it w:i8 20.2. 

TliG following Table shows what porcontago of the children 
born in eadi of the Inst ten years, was the first, second, third, 
&c., child of the - mother. The culcnlations are only carried to 
the fifth child. 



64 



Tiventy- Second Registration Report. 



[1874. 



MARRIAGES, 1874. 



There were 2,541 marriages reported in Rhode Island in 1874. 
This is 89 less than was reported in 1873. Tabic IV, page 7, 
shows the number of marriages in each of the divisions of the 
State, in each month, and in each quarter of the year 1874. 



SEASOX. 



The following Table shows the numi)er and percentage of the 
marriages in Rhode Island, in each quarter of the year 1874, 
compared with the aggregate number and percentage for the 
twenty-one years previous, i. e. : from 1853-1873, inclusive: 



YEARS. 



I First \ .Second | Third Fourth 
Qunrt;er. Quarter. Quarter. Quarter. 



1874. 



Number.... 
Perceutuge. 



18a'J-lJ>73. 



( Number 



\ Perce 



20.78 
8.811 



Whole 
Year. 



utago 22.62 




We thus see that in 1874, as in the aggregate for twenty-one 
years, the largest percentage of marriages occurred in the last 
quarter of the year. In the third quarter of 1874, however, it 
wa>> larger than in the second ; the reverse of which is true for the 



acrnri'e<rate. 



NATIVITY. 



The following Table shows the number of marriages according 
to the nativity of the parlies, for each of the last ten years, and 
also for the aggregate of seventeen years, from 1858-1874, inclu- 
sive : 
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Wc tint] frum tliu nliove Tabic tlinl. iii 1874, th« niimlK-r of 
ninrringi-rt, where bolb [iHrlH-a wore Imrn in iho United St/itea, 
wns lc«s timn in 1873, Init lur<;ei' thun in citbvr nf tlin pmvious 
^enrs: llio »nini! I* Irui; iilsti whvre bulli piirtiea w«ro u{ foreign 
liirlh. The number ul'thuso where ihu ^imorn wiia American and 
the britk" furoign was linger lliirn in lt(T3, but similliT tliaii in tho 
y^^ara 1871 nml 187^; whi1>> tbc nninlK-r <ir thoMe in which the 
gr«K>ni wiw nf Tureign, imd iho bride of American birth, was, with 
tbe exce|>1tiin of ltl72, (bo hujfeht mentioned. 

Th« jiroiKirtion of Americiin, furej;^! and mixed nmrriiiges, at 
ditTi'r<-iit dalea. and in the aggregiito for tho btat seventeen yearn, 
is thown in tbv fnllowinj; Table. The term mixed la npplied to 
iboH tuarriageB in which oiiu party wus uf Amerie^ni. iind tbe- 
olbvr Iff forvign imrentago. 
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Wv «>o fnini tbia Table that, in 1874, the [lerceittAgft of Ameri- 
an marTingefl wns bmnllcr, with the exception of 1872. limn in 
oitber of the yeiir« nienlioned ; the |»ercrntng» of fureijfn iiutr- 
riapcB wn» Ur^er lluin in niiy of tlio j«ir» inonliuntid since I860; 
aw) the |>rreeatfl;;o of mixed nMrriafre* \mrffi-T than in nny yenr 

Km), with the cxce|ition uf lH7i. Tbc |ierrentAge of 
in marrogv* fiills very murh Itelow, while lh<>M uf furi'lgn 
ed taarrUpes hk above the ■ggn-galo. 
: 
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AGES OP I'EKSONS MARICIEU. 



The mimlior of persons mnrricd jit the diflVront periods of life, 
ill Khodc Islfiiiil ill lt<74, isgiveii ill Tiiiile V, on pjigeS. The 
wliolo niimlicr of mules nnd fenuiles iimiTied, at tlie different 
pcriiids ill life, in ]tii4, wns ns folluw^t: 



1871. 










^;3 

2 2 
S 5 




i li 's 






1 




m 


1.0i 




*» 


1 1 


1 1" 


e B 






rt 








I 










,,.. 


leu 


, 1 ,^^ 


1 -1 1 


.1, 

















Fium Ihe Table on page 8, wc find the following points of in- 
terest ; One mail under 25 ninrried ii woman over 33 ; another of 
tlie SJiine iigu married a womiiii over 40, and a third married a 
woman over 45 ; one man niider 30 married a woman over 50, 
iind one man under 50 married a woman over 60. One mun over 
50 niarrieti a girl nnder 20, and one over 55 married a woman 
under 25. One man over 75 was married, and his bride was 
Hiider 50. Eight men over 70 were niairied, and tiieir hrides were 
Iroin 30 to 75. No women were married between the ages of 65 
and 70, and bnt one over 70. 

The (blh)wiiig Talile shows the iinmher of perstnis that have 
been m:irried in Rhode Island, at eaeh period of life, in each of 
the last nine years, viz. : from IttCC to 1874 : 
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By thin Tultlc wc 9ee thftl. in 1^74. tliprc worn more ranrringps 
undpr 20, niid hi'twc<'n 25 nnd 30, Dikii in any nf Iho iitmvc ypniB, 
witli Ihc pxroption of 1872. Tlio tiiittilior lictwi'cii 20 niiil 25 wiia 
Ipjw ill 1874 (hun in the two ppovir»iia ypiirs ; from 30 to -tS it wn* 
]«M! lIwH ill 1873, tint frnm 35 tii 50 thi- niimlKT in 1874 wm m»- 
siilomttly hrgev than fur srvprnl j-fiin*. 

TU<* i>erceiit«;r<' of mnles nnd femiilos niiirripd nt different peri- 
ods of life, in nnrll of tbu lust fifteen ycnri), wns nn fullttw^: 
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Th« uiu»t »trikliig point in the i)>>ove TnMc in the fuct tbnt the 
ppTcenlnptf of iVninli-e In'tween 20 nnd 25, iimtrictl in 1874. 
WH» nmniler tlinn in any ye«r mentioned. Tlio pcrcentiifp! itf 
males from 30 to 40 wiis liirgcr tli:in it has lieeii itinc* I8fi!*. und 
that fruui 40 to 50 Inrjfer thun it jins been niiicc 1870. 

OOLOIieU UAUKUaRS. 

In 1874, there were 80 mnrriu^es nmon^ colored [lersona in 
Rbmle I»l»nd ; this is 1 1 nmn.' Ihiiti in 1873. and 4 more than In 
1872. 

(>f the 80 tnorringes of colored perMons in RhtHlo Ulnnd in 
1874, then: were 60 in (ho City of Providence, 7 in Newport. 2 in 
8cltuate, nut) on« each in Bristol, E«st Greenwich, Warwick, 
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BiiiTillvillc, E:i!-t Providtjiicc, Foster, Johneton, Woonaockel, 
South Kingstown, Ricbniotul and Westerly. In one mnrriiinre in 
Warwick the man whs wliit^ and the woman cohired, and in tlio 
wordd ot thti Statute, this marrisigc is "nlisolutely null and void, 
and tho person joining them shrill l)e snlijcct to H penalty of Iwo 
hunUrt-'d dollars," 



DIVORCES. 



The uumlicr of Hpplicntioua for divorce, in 1874, was 27{i, and 
oftlicae 242 were grunted. 

The following Table presents, for each county in the State, the 
number of appliciitions for divorce, and the numtter granted, lu 
1874, with tho oiinse or causes alleged. In Kent and Newport 
counties the statistics refer only to the applications granted ; in 
the other counties it is probahlo that all have been included by tho 
clerks of the court in making up their returns. The reader will 
bear tn mind that each application generally embriicc*' a nuiuber 
of charges. 
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It will be seen from this Table that, in the whole State, as in 
Providence county, the largest number of apppiicationa allege tho 
neglect to provide necessaries ; next comes wilful desertion, and 
tlwti aduliery, extienie cruelty and continued drnnkennesB. In 



ihe otbor coualioe of tlio Slato, neglect to provide, &c., h tlio 
mult frMjucnt chai^, nriil tht-ii comes extreme cruelty; aclullr>ry 
niid wilHil deMcrtian nre cqualljr freqiient, ntid Iben cnmejt contin* 
uod ilrutikeiiiicss. 

The r«l1(ining Tnlilc presents the numlwr of ilivorccs prnnlBcl 
in mcb i^ouiity of the Sinte, in each of the Inst six ycnra, with tlie 
proporliou to iho uumlter of marriages in each year. 
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Wc llius ace that whilo Iho inim'>or of marriages in 1874, aa 
has Itcen slatcil, whs larjicr thnii in any year, wilh the exception 
of I87S, the numlwr of divorces granted was also luneh larger Ihau 
in oillier of the years since tliesu i-etiirns were made, and con#e- 
queiitly the pn>|H>rtion of divorces to marriiigcs h greatly iii- 
crenwd. One divorce to every 10.5 marriHges is certainly an 
alarming ratio fitr a Statu to present. It will l>e observed that in 
ltii4, tile prn|K)rtioii of divorces to marriages was increased in 
every county with the exception of Newport county, and thia 
incroasn was nii-Hl marked in Washington and Bristol eountie«. 
We do not care to re[>cat ihu arguments that have been brought 
forward in previous reports upon this subject i the mere state- 
mrnt of fuctii must be liuHicieiit lo p<jint out to every thoughtful 
mind tbv tetulcncy of such a state of public morals. 



DEATHS, 1874. 



I 



There were 4,22!1 dentlis reported in tlie State of Rli.nlc I.sliuid 
iu 1874. Tliis is 174 less tluiii in the preceding yt'in'i "iiJ 18 lesa 
than in 1872, but, with these excoptiims. it U iiKire thiin has been 
previdiisly i-pportod. In the City of Priividenco in 1874, there 
wuro l.!)92 deuths, which is 2oO more th»n in 1873 : piirt of tliis 
increiiso is due to the eniiirgeinrnt (if the bounds of tlie city in 
May of thut yetir. A scoond result of thia change of lioundary 
lines is n dimtnullon of 255 in the number of deaths in the towns of 
Providence county, in 1874, as compared with llie preceding ycHV. 
From the Table on page 51, we tind that in 1874, the deallis In 
Bristol, Newport, and Wasliingtun counties, and iu the towns of 
Providence comity, were Ices than in either of tlie two preceding 
years j ttie deaths in Kent county in 1874 were 12 more than in 
1873, and 31 less than in 1872. From the Table on pugc 50, we 
find that, in 1874, the deaths, in proportion tu the population, 
were one in Gil ; iu 1873 this proportion was one in 49.4, in 1872 
one in .51.2. and in 1871 one in 05.1 ; so that the proportion of 
deaths in 1 874 was smaller than in the two preceding ycnrs. It is 
Je remembered, however, in this connection, that the cuIcuIa- 
tion for 1873, and the immediately preceding years, was based 
upon the census of 1870. 



SEX OF DECEDENTS. 



Of the 4,229 decedents iu 1874, there were 2,111 males and 
2,118 femides. 

The following Table shows the number and proportion of males 
and females among the decedents, and among the children bom 
in Rhode Island, during the luSt twenty-two years : 
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W* SCO fn-m llie first of (hpso TiihW thnt, in 1(<( t. tlif prupor- 
tiiiunle tiiortulily of llie »t'Xf<* wits initi-e ne»i-ly equal tlmii in nay 
jrear aiui-v I8ti7, wlicn il wns (he siiiuc ; the pruporliuii uf mnlt>« 
wu »4>iiivn'h»t lurgei' tlniii in 18TS. 

Fn>ti] tlic iM-ci>i)il TiiUlo iiliMVf ^ivcii wo pee thnt the proportion 
of tnalus liorn in 1»74 wii» less tlnui in the prt-i-f iling jvar, in very 
tmirly the Minie nilio tluit ilie murtnlity bad hureased. Tbns 
nmiing ninlcs in 1874 thrrc were hi Wf^ ih'nlha, nni] uinong 
fi'malva U9 leoa. wbilc there wrrc lifi mon^ Iiirtlii' nmoiig males, 
iinil 2Ctl lUurc anionjr feiiml«:», than in ISi3. 



8EX AM> «IUI>ON. 

Tn'ilc VI, «in pHgc !t, »liowi> the aex of the decedents in eavh 
tnunib in IIm* yvnr If^Ti. in rarh divtHion uf Ihv 8(Hle. 

Tb« fullowing Taldv nbows the nunilier and {icrt'enln^ of di-nthfl 
■de Isliuil, in rni'b qttnmr uf llie Inet four yimTf, mid in the 
[wU- fur tiglitecH >rars, viz. ; from 185^1870, iucluttivc: 
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From this Tiiblo we see lliat, in 1874, tlie largest pei'cfiitnge of 
deaths occurred. Its usual, ill the third (]iiitrtor, mid Ihi; srniillest 
perueiitrtge occurred in the first quarter of the year. The percent- 
age of the third quarter wag iiuK'h less tlinii in any of t!ie lust ten 
yuars, and leas than the aggregate j the pcrcontiigo <if deaths in 
the first quarter was less than in the preceding year, hut larger 
than ill 1872 ; that of the second quarter was larger than in 1873, 
and much larger than in any one of the previous ten years, «ud 
hirger llian the aggregate ; that of the fourth quarter, though 
larger than in the two preceding ycai'i*, was smaller than in 18V1, 
and smaller than the aggregate. 

The Taiile lielow shows the number of deaths in each mouth, 
in the order of mortality, for eatb of the last four years : 
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April 

Jnly na «ay mi 

OclOb«r .SM Jnnnsiy Sd4 

Hh7 3^ April sea 

•Inimary Hi Mnrcli in 

I>eceTnbRr .33» December. .343 

Kovcnibcr 3i4 October 342 

Muroli a«l Fobninry 330 

June 'M9 Xovember 324 

Foliruiiry 308 -lane S-» 

This Table shows thai iu 1874, as is generally the case, August 
takes the lead, although its mortality was considerably less thaa 
ill the two preceding years; July, which is almost always second 
ill this list, is the fourth month in mortality, and February has 
oven a smaller inoitality than June, and the smallest of any 
month. It will be observed that next to August there were, in 
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1S73, Uirec montlifl, cavh of which hhd a lurger mnrtnlity thnn tho 
•eooiitl ufi \h« list ill 1874 ; Ihorc were also Inn niontha in \S'A 
whii-K httil n IcM fiiurlnlity tliiiii Hiiy nioiilh in 187v{. Tim ci)ni< 
piirir^iiii with ]H72 in pvpo muru striking: IIil' lirsl Ihrt-e iiionlhH, 
in ixiiiit i>r niorliility, exceeded any month of 1874, liiit Ik-Uvccii 
the tliirii nnd fuiirth inoiiths of ihnl yeiir. there iii1fr?eiie seven 
niiinth'' of lt4T4, nud in Unit year there were (hire niinilhs with n 
mortiility leas than the leiiat uf 1H74. 

PAItEKTAOK OF THK UBCBDKNTS. 

Tlie pnrenlnjie of the ilecedeiils in tite Slnto of Khmle IsIhihI, in 
1»74. deti-rinincd hy the hirlh-jihiee of ihe/wfAfr of tin- drcedent. 
wu as follows: Anierii-iin i.ilii. foreign 1.947, lotiil 4. £29. 
Five lowitH iiiily re|M)rted no deeedeiilo of foreijin |mrenlngc. 
Tlieiie were West Greenwich, Jurnestown. Middletown, New 
Shorehnm imd Foster, Six towns reported esich less timn four 
deetMU-nl!i of fui-eign pnrenlnge, viz. : Bnrringlon, Little C'on)]iton, 
J*url«nionlh, Tivuitoo, Chiirleatown, nnd Kxeter. Four town* in 
Pntvidenee t-ounty reported more dettths of forei>rn thnn of Ameri- 
cnu pHfeiita^e; theae were CraiiMton, Cumlierlund, North Sniith- 
field. and Woiiiisoeket ; thcac town« idso reporlud tiuire hirlhM uf 
r«>reign (tiirentiige llwin of Americiin. In the City nf Providcneo, 
in 1M74, there were 214 more deaths of foreign, lliiin of Amerieau 
|i:in:nl;ige. 

The following Talile shows the numher and i>erecntngc of the 
decedentK of Americiin nnd of foreign jmrentuge in Rhode iHlnnd, 
ill each of the Inst five years, and in tho aggregate for seventeen 
yeiirs, from I83ft-1874, inulueive: 





Rggrcgiito of sevcnlfca year; 




AOK. OF DECEDENTS. 



Tulile I gives the iiggregnte iind nverago iige uf llie deceJeuts, 
in cuch tuwii tind diviijiun of the Stntc, in 1874. Tho iiumher of 
deceduiita of euil) sex, in eacli divmioii of ugea, is sliuwn for euch 
town in the State, in Table VII, l)eginning on p.'ige 10. 

From Tiilile 1 we find thitt the averiige jige of all the males, who 
died'in Rhode Islimd in 1874, was 28.03 jears, aiid the average 
nge of all tho femulu decedents was iil.fjO yi-iiie. These numhers 
are considerable higher than those of the preceding year. Tho 
greatest average age, in any town in llie State, was 59.96 years, 
in the town of Portamouth ; the least was 111.09 years, in the 
town of Lincoln. In three towns in the Stale, the average age 
was less than in tho City of Providence. These were East Provi- 
dence, Lincoln, and Wouusucket. 

The following Table shows the average ago of the decedents in 
each division of the State, In each of the last four years, and also 
in tlie aggregate for three periods of five years each, viz. : from 
1858-1862, from 1863-1807, and from 1868-1872: 



BriBtot County 

Kent County 

Kewpoit County 
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We see from this Table that, in 1874, the average age of the 
decedents was greater than In either of the three preceding years, 
or in the aggregate of the above periods. In Bristol, Kent, and 
Washington counties the average age of the decedents, lu 1874, 
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wn» 1e« thaw in Hio pr(>ce<lii);! year; In the other division* of 
the Sbite it wiis git-nter. In the lnwiis of Pmvidencc coiinly tlio 
iiviTnjro ngi' wns (n-ontor tiinn in Prm'itli*iicc City, nud liiis was 
bImi (be ciiao in 187<^. During the yivir four [i^rsons liuvr d'wd 
wlici hnvo l>een repttrtod Iti he nvrr one hundrrd joars <if ngp. 
Two nf tlips*^ wi-rp in Uic lown of Linniln, unci wore fomnlfs, — 
one of Englit-h iinronUigo, ngcd 10(1 ycni-B, and one of A'ncrinui 
parrntngv aged UK) years 1 month and 4 days; iho other two 
wprc of colored birth nnd will Ik; referred to farther on. 

I'KRCRSTAOR OF riF.CKItKJJ're AT DITTtREST AOES. 

Tlie following Table shows the percentage of decedents, in each 
division of ages, in each of (he last ten years, and in the aggregate 
for two iieritKls, — one of ten years and se^'en tnnntbs, from Juno 
Ut. 1853. to Dei-embvr Stat, lUGi, inclusive, ami one fmm 18C3- 
187S, induiive: 




Wn Bc« from this Tabic that, in 1874, the percenlago of dntlu 
under one year, wns larger (linn in the preceding y«>r. iinH 

Mller than in 1>^T£; (hat of de<-(*deiits l>ctween I aitd 2 wm 
MTwIler than in ei(hcr of (h« two preceding years. Th(! ^tv<c«.V&^ 
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of doceJents fmin 2 In h whs Inrgcr tlinii in iiii^ ycnr since 1865. 
and timt of decedents tVoui 5 to 10 wns larger thnn in amy year 
since ItJti!). The increase in these two last purinde isdonhlle^a due 
to tiie mnrtiilrly of seitrlet ffvor. In eiidi demide from 10 to 40, 
Hiid in I hat from 70 to SO, in 1874, the (lercentuge of dt'ecdcnU was 
less tliiin ill 1873: from 40 to 70 und iiinvards of 80 llie perceut- 
ago of 1874 is iil)ovc that of the preceding year. 



COLORFJI DECKDESTS. 

The nuiiihor of deaths luiioirg eulured [terson.s in Rliodc Islitiid, 
ill 1874, was 151, in' 9 less than in 1873. These deaths occurred 
in the diffei'cLit towns in the State as follows: Providence City 
103, New|toi-t 16, Westerly 7, Bristol mid East Greenwich each 
b, Warwick 3, Johnston and South Kitigtown each 2 ; New Shoru- 
bam, Portsmiiiith, Ct'anston, Lincoln, North Smithtield, I'ltw- 
tiicket, Chailestown, and North Kingstown each one. 

8ex. — Of these deaths, 73 were of males, and 78 of females. 

Season. — These deaths occurivd in the different months of the 



J&DDRTT.... 

rebmuy. . . 

Hnreb. 

April 



Si^teiiilier.. 



The average age of the colored decedents, in 1874, was as ftd- 
lows: 



In Johnston, one female of colored liirth, died at the reported 
age of 101 years, and in Providence one colored fiialo whose ago 
was reported as 107. 

SUMMAKV or awXIRED POPCLATION. 

The number of births, marriages and deaths amimg the cohn-ed 
popnlalion of Rhode Ishind, in the several divittions of the State, 
in 1874, lis compared with the colored population hy the census 
of 1875, is as follows: 
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Id 187.1, there was one liirtli to every 3t.5, one m»rriii<;e lu 
f vory 37.2, niio deiith m every 32.1 of tlic fnlorcil pupulution. 
Thu» We sec that, in lt)74, tlicre were fewrr tiirllin, niarringett uiitl 
(Imttis nmiiii^ the colored popiiliition in |)ro|>ortion lo llii'ir iiuni- 
lK*r. Il mny Iw here rcmnrkoil tUnl llie rolored po|>iil]ilioii na jriveii 
ttlwre, Uy the cciistiHof 1875. sliowa till inci-eiise of 1,137 over the 
Mmu&of 1870. 

The fiillowiii}! Tulile t(how« the niiinlnT of hiiths, mnrrin^cs, 
iind Ueitlhs, anioti^ iho t-oloreil |)o|>iiiiilioii of Rhode IsjIhiuI, in 
ciivh of the Inst foiirtecu years : 
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Il is evident Ihnt in hut uiie yenr precedin;^. wen thrre ns many 
binbi nitd ninrrin^es as in lt<74. The nunilter uf dentha were lew 
than in cither of the two yeuri preccdiii};. In 1874 the births 
excccdeil the tlentha liy 19, nnd for the poriutl of foutU«w 'jvKn 



this oxcess was 17. Comparing this stiitemeiit with tliiit of pre- 
vious reports, it will be foimd tliat to n gradually diniinitiliiiig 
excess of dufltlis over liirths, tlieie has succeeded, among the 
colored population, the above excess of births over deaths. 



CAUSES OF DEATH, 1874. 



Tlie whole miiiiber of deaths ill Rhode Island in 1874, as has 
already been stated , was 4,229. In Tahloa VIII, IX, and X, we 
have given the sex, age, and part-ntnge of the decedents fi-om 
each cause of death, together with the number fitim each cause, 
in each month of the year, and the pei-centngo of moitiility from 
each cause, and from each class of causes, in each division of the 
State. 

We are glad to Bnd in the returns for 1874, a still farther re- 
duction in the number of deaths from unknown causes There 
were 152 cases of death reported as iniknuwn, including 2 casea 
of sudden death. In 1873 tliere were 217 deaths thus reported 
with 5 cases of sudden death, and in liil2, 376 deaths from un- 
known causes with also 5 sudden deaths. 

The followiug Table shows the whule number of deaths re- 
ported in 1874, in each division of the State, and the number 
and proportion of the deaths in each division, for which no cause 
was assigned : 
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Ttw follflwiRg Tabic shows the num1>er uf deatbs reportetl u 
anknuwi), for eacb division of the State, and fur the wbule State 
In each or the last twelve years : 
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Wo thus seo that, in the whole Stiite, the proportion of denths 
returned as unknown ia rery much lesslhnn in any previous year. 
Tbc grcut^at improvement has Itccn made in the towns of Prnvi- 
(Icnce i-otinty, where hitherto the dereliction has been most 
marked. Vie observe a rather marked increase in 1874 in the 
deatlis rrdiii unknown raiMes in Newport County. We tru«t that 
the improvement generally observed in the returns fur Ibis year, 
will ettntinue to be inanifeiit, nntil ihc projiortion uf deaths ihna 
recorded t» still farther reduced. 



rutKCIPAL CAL'flU OF bKATII. 

The following Table gives the thirteen principal causes of 
death in KhiKle Island, with the number reported from each 
cause, in each of the last three year«, and in Ihc aggregate for 
nineteen years and scTcn monUu, from Jane 1st, ltt52, tjj Dc- 
cemlwr 31kl. 187) : 
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We see from this Table tliitt in 1874 the deaths from Consump- 
lioii, Cholera Iiifiintuni, Old Age, Fevers and Accidents have 
diminished as compared with 1873. There was a largo increase 
in the number of donths from Scarlatina, it bt'ing by far the larg- 
est ever reported. There was aUo an increase in the deaths from 
Pneumonia, Diseases of the Heart, and Apoplexy and Paralysis. 
Diphtheria in 1874 takes the place of Measlea in 1873, and it is 
the first time since IStilJ that this disease has appeared among the 
thirteen principal caiL^es of death. In IStili the deaths from this 
disease were 64; there were 57 in 1871, and this is the largest 
number in any one year since 18(J6 np to the present report. The 
uniformity in the number of deaths from Croup during the last 
three years is a striking fact in the above Table. 

We may as well mention here that, in 1874, there were but 
eight deaths from Small Pox in Rhode Island. lu the preceding 
year there were 28. We thua have new testimony to the zeal and 
faithfulness of the officers of health in the different towns in the 
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State, in protecting the inhabitants from this disease. It proves 
l>eyond doubt that vaccination under their auspices is thoroughly 
and carefully performed. 

The following Table show^ the sex, parentage, and ages of the 
decedents, with the season and locality of their deaths, in connec- 
tion with sixteen of the most important causos of death, in Rhodo 
Island, in 1874. 
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We find, ill 1874, Umt 120 deiitlis are rejwrtej from acctdenU, 
including 5 from puisoning, und 39 fmtu drowuing. In 1K73, 
there were 138 deiiUis from accident, and of that nnmlter 14 were 
from drowning, and also in Umt yt-ar 5 from poisoning. In 1874, 
there were lli deiithij, as in 1873, from railroad accidents; with 
one exception these were all of foreigners, and, with tliiee excep- 
tions, above 20 years of age. Of the whole imiiiber of deaths 
from accident, more than half were of foreign hiitli, and one- 
quarter were under 5 years of iige. 



SCAHI-ATINA. 

It has already been stated that the number of deaths from this 
disease (462) in 1874, is the largest ever reported. More than 
(en pe7- cent, of the entire mortality was from this cause. The 
deaths were equally divided between the sexes, and sixty-two 
per cent, were !;moiig those of foreign parentiig*^. Aa in 
1873, sixty per cent, of the mortality from this cause occurred in 
children under 5 years of age. In the period from 5 to 10 there 
were 122 deaths, or more than twenty-five per cent. Six persons 
over 20 yeard of age died from this cause. The largest niiml>er 
of monthly deaths from this cause was 63 in June, and the next 
largest 57 in January; in the preceding month, December, 1873, 
the deaths from scarlet fever wore 58. Thus at the commeuce- 
ment of the year, there was a gradual diminution in the monthly 
mortality from this cause, with the exception of April. After the 
maximum, in June, the mortality from scarlatina dropped down 
to the minimum monthly mortality, 18 iu September, und again 
i-Oiie to 36 in December. 

The following Talile shows the whole nutuher of deaths, and 
the number of deaths from scarlatina, with tho proportion of the 
whole Dumber iu each of the divisions of the State, in 1874 : 
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Wo tliiis so* Uiat llio wfijrlit of tlii» epidemic, if it may bo 
■o callcil. vontiiiuing na it did throughout the entire your, full upon 
the city and county of l*rovid«nco. The entire immunity of New- 
)M>rt county in worthy of spociKl notice. 

The followiow Tuhle presents, for ouch of the last.twcnty yeai*s, J 
the whole numl>er of di^nths. the numher from Scarlatina, 
Xbv i>crcrntn^e of the wliole nunilHT, the sex uml piircntiigc, (m 
far as poasihic,) of the decedenta, iind the iiumhcr of dcccdciiU 
each divivion of the State : 






SCABLATINA. 
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Ori.i»76deRth<i from Scsrlatina fmm 186S-ie74, iacluslT*, 
1,168 wtrc of children under 5 yoanofBge. 



a 



We ace by tbe above Talile Hint in no yoar bas the niimher of 
deHtliH, nr tbe percentage of morlulity, from Scarlet Fever, beeu 
ae large as in Itt74, and also tliat the denlhs from this canse in tbe 
city and county of Providence were larger than iii any previous 
year. 

The fallowing Table shows tbe proportion of deaths from Scar- 
latina, to the whole number of deaths, in eat-b division of tbe 
State, for the lust twen^ years : 
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Wa thus see that, for a period of tweiity years, the largest pro- 
portionate mortality from tbia cause has been in the City of Provi- 
dence, and the smallest in Kent ununty. It is worthy of notice 
that, for this period, Bristol county presents the same proporttnn- 
iite mortality as the towns of Providence county. 

In tbe preceding report we presented a. Table showing the 
proportionate mortality from Suirlatina, in each division of the 
State, ut ti'ia periods when the deatbs from this cause wore tbe 
most uunierous. We append it below, with the additional record 
of 1874: 

PROI'OHTIONATE MOKTALITT FJtOM SCAKLATINA. 
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Tb«9 i«]m h g^inlog grniind unifni^ snnitnrmiis thnt Scnrlnlina { 
ons of the prorenlnlile dUcnsea. tbat, llko t>'phuut fcvei- 
diplitlicrin, it owvs its origin to unfavnrntile condittuna nf clcnnli- 
oeM, coming unOi.T tlie vliu)« d4>:«i^iHto(] liy n late English writer 
filth tlisputtes;" thHt froni sucli tin origin it spri'iiils nlikc 
tliruu;;!! Ilie ulMides of thv rich luid tlic poor. If such is tho fnctt 
it would nlTird soiiic grounds fur thvf liopv tlint, liy n still i 
vigoniuti police inspection, tho large mtc of tnort»lit,v of 1^74, 
wouU nut Hgsiii lie rcjieated. 

CIIOLRRA INFAKirM. 

The number of dentha from Cholera Iiifunlum in Rhode Ul 
In 1874. vnu iG.\ or 20 leax thiin in Ii(73. Hhd \2*} less tlwui i» 
U7i. Of Iho whole nunil-cr of (265) Jciiths in 1874, 115 
of AiDcriciiii, und \^Q of foreign parentage; 140 were males aiM 
125 fcRMlos; Uty wore under one y««r of age, iind 62 hetwuei 
sod two yean. Of these deaths 134 occurred iu the City c 
i'roTitlence. 

The foHowingTuUir shows the niiitilH>r of deaths fnun Cliolei 
Infautum, for each of tho lattl ten years, with the sex and { 
age of the decedent's, und the number iu each division of I 
Stat<: 
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Wo find from this summary that, of the whole number of 
deaths from Cholem Infantum in ten years, 51.6 per cent, were 
males, and 53.4 per cent, were of foreign parentage. Of the 
whole number, 57.4 per cent, died under one year of age. As to 
locality, we find that 40.9 per cent, were in the City of Provi- 
dence, and 35.6 per cent, in the towns of Providence county, 
leaving but 23.5 per cent, for the rest of the State. 

CONSUMPnON. 

The number of deaths from Consumption in Rhode Island, in 
1874, was 529, or 51 less than in the previous year. 

The following Table shows the total number of deaths from all 
known causes^ with the number and percentage from Consump- 
tion, in the several divisions of the State, in each of the last ten 
years, and in the aggregate for fifteen years, viz. : from 1860^ 
1874: 



tONHDMmOX. — MJHBEB AND PRRCrKTAnE. 




By lb«- nlMve Talile it will be seen lliat the percriitngi! of the 
dcatliB fruni CdtiHuniption, h» cumiiured nilh lliuvv uf all kiiowu 
cauwM, war less in 1674 tliiiii in tniy previous year, and it U etUl 
more gnttifyiiig to find llint, for seven years, nilh a single cxccp* 
tioo, tberc bus Ihhiii a connlant n>0iie1uin in lliis pC'K-cntnge. 

I The fullowing TuIjIo itbovrs the populntluti of the State, the 
number of dcutlis from Consumption, and the Dumber to each 
1,000 of tbo popublion in Uio giveu yvara i 
^J 
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Years. 



Population. 



Deaths from Consumption. 



1860. 
1865. 
1870. 



174.619 ,508.....' or2.88tocacb 1 000 inhabitant. 

1B4,965 517 or S.96 to each 1.000 inhabitants. 

217,3.'>3 575 or 2.09 to each 1,000 inhabitunta. 



1874... 258,239 520. or 2.05 to each 1.000 inhabitanta. 



We have selected the above years because, with the exception 
of 1874, they are yenr« in which a census of the State has been 
taken. The succeeding report will present a more fair compari- 
son so far as the census of 1875 is concerned, but wo think it is 
quite evident that a diminution in the moi'tiility of Consumption 
has taken place. It is probable that, with increased knowledge 
as to hygienic laws and increased attention to the surroundings of 
our houses, the rate of mortality from this disease will still con- 
tinue to diminish. 

PNEUMONIA AND CONGESTION OF THE LUNGS. 

There were 250 deaths reported from these causes in Rhode 
Island in 1871, or 16 more than in 1873, and the largest number 
previously rcpoitod from these causes. 

The following Table shows, for each of the last ten years, the 
whole number of deaths, the number from these causes, with the 
percentage of llio whole number, the sex and parentage of the 
decedents, and the number in each division of the State : 
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Am) the riiUiiiviiig Tnblo shows tbv ngcs uf the ilecedcalfl from 
tbcae (lUcnites, in ench of tbe enme year* : 
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We we frotn tbuo Tabic* Ibnl, allhoiigli the tnurtallly fWNn 
Ibew I9UBV8, in 1974, was nmoiiloniMy larger llmii in cvt.WY vit>!«K 
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previous years, the percentage of mortalUy has t>eeii greater in 
two or tliree yeiirs. The pruporlion of deaths among females wns 
greater than it hiia hceo fur several years, anil there was qnite an 
increase in the deaths among the foreign population, as compared 
with 1873. It will bo observed that tho number of deaths, of 
Amerieau parentage, waa the same as in 1873. The chief in- 
crease occurred in the city and county of Providence. From the 
second of the above Tables we find ihat, in 1874, ihe numlwr of 
children dying of Pneumonia was much smaller than in 1873, 
while there was an increase in every decade from 20 to 80, it being 
specially marked in the decade from 60 to 70. Alteution has 
already been drawn, under the head of Meteorology, to the fact 
that 45 of the deaths from Pneumonia occurred in the month of 
April, which, it wns stated, was the coldest April in forty-three 
years, and this number of deaths was the largest ever reported in 
any one month from this cause. More than 30 per cent, of the 
whole number of deaths from this muse occunod in the two 
months of April and May. 

Looking at the total nnmber of deaths from these causes for ten 
years, as given in the above Table, we find that the percentag;e of 
mortality is nearly the same as that of 1874. The equality 
of the sexes is quite remarkable. Of the whole number of deaths 
from these causes, 36 per cent, were under five years of age, and 
more tbiin 75 per cent, were in the city and county of Provideuoo, 
4(i per cent, being in the city alone. 

DISEASES OF THE HEART. 

The folliiwing Table shows, for each of the lust ten years, the 
whole number of deaths, the nnmber of deaths from these dis- 
eases, with Ihe percentage of the whole nnralier, the sex and 
parentage of the decedents, and the number In each division of 
the State : 




Tho foUuwitijr Tuble shows the ages of the decedents fmni theao 
diMOMs, in Gflob at tho Mine years : 




We olNwnre, by ihrne TN>)le«, that Ibo death* tn 1874 trom 
tlwM dlMOSOft were more ounicroiis tlmii hi any ^rctUivM -:j«m« 



and the percentage of tho entire morlnlUy was greater. There 
were 25 more dcuths under these liciids thiiu in 1873, and tbis 
incroflse is entirely among males and among those of American 
parentage ; indeed, there is a diminutiou in the number of females, 
and of those of fui'eign parentage dying fnioi these causes. There 
was quite an increase in the numlier of deaths from 60 to 70 years 
of age ; in tho earlier periods of life there are but eliglu variations. 
Looking at tho total for ten years, we find that, of these 
deattis, 53 per cent, are of males, and 67 per cent, of American 
parentage. About 48 per cent, of these deaths were in the City 
of Providence, and nearly 40 per cent, were in the period of life 
from 60 to 80. 

APOPLEXY AND PARALYSIS. 

There were 15(i deaths from Apoplexy and Paralysis in Rliode 
Island, in 1874, or 22 more than in the preceding year. 

The following Table shows, fcr each of the last ten years, the 
whole number of deaths, the number of deaths from these causes, 
with the percentage of the whole number, the sex and parentage 
of tho decedents, and the number in each division of the Stjite : 













APOl'LEXY AND 1'AltAI.VSIS. 
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The fulloniiig Tdltle Bhowi* tlifi ngos v( llic di-codonU fmm llicee 
dianwes, in racli uT the same years : 
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We nlifprvo hy tlio nliovo Titlilos that thu tiicrciuK^ in th« dvnlhs 
from the»o ciiiiNfa was among mules ; the numtter of deaths wns the 
ume a« ill 1M71, hut thoti (ho n-hitioiis of the ticxc^t woro trveravd. 
The iiicrL'flw. in t?i74, waa evenly dividfd us to piircntHgc, al- 
though, ait hcrcliiforc, a far larger mimbcr of tho doci-dt-nls froni 
these caudos arc of Amrrk-un luircntngo. The hivrvavc of 1H74 
WM chiefly in the towns of Providence county, there being but 
two more ihnn in 1873 in the Cily <(f Providonfc. In the peri- 
oda of life there arc, as conipnred with 1873, but »Ii<;ht variations 
up to the decade of AO years, and the most marki-U differences are 
in the two periods from 50 to 60, and upwards of 80. 

From the total we find that, in ten years, the sexes are quite 
evenly divided, and almost 80 ]wr cent, wert- of Aitioricjtn {Nireut' 
age. Miini than onc-fourlh of the number of deaths from this 
caiue occurred in the decade from 70 to 80, and more than one- 
third of the whole number of deulhs wctb iu the City uf Provi- 
dance. 
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TIPHOID FEVER. 

In 1874, tliero wore 117 deiitlie from Typhoid Fever reported 
in the State of Khodu Isliind. There were no denths from 
Typhus Fever. Tiie number of deathg from Typhoid Ferer is 
much less than in 1873, when H)5 were reported. 

The following Tahle shows the whole iiumhcr of deatha, the 
number from Typhrtid and Typhus Fever, with the pereentnge of 
the whole number, the sex aud parentage of the decedents, und 
the number in eiicb division of the Slate, for eaeh of the last ten 
years : 
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The following Table shows the ages of the decedents from theae 
diseases, in each of the same years : 
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Prom Ihfl first nf these Turtles we fiuil thai, in Itl?^. the num- 
ber of deaths fnim Tj-phoiJ Fever wns eimilk-r ihiin in any jrar 
BJDco I^li'l, nnd the [KTceiitiigu of the (.-iitiro mortulily Bmnllor 
than ill cither (if the hist ten j-e:ira. Whih? there wa.i a alight 
increase in the ilt-nlhs in Providence City, there is n mnrked dimi- 
nution in the luiirn» of Provtdeneo county, and nlso In Wnshingtim 
county. We nlso ohservo n murked diminution in the number of 
denlba in the [leriods uf life ftoin 'AO In 60. 

Ijoiiking nt thu lotul for ten yesirB. we find that the death* 
amoitg females are fligbtly lai^er thiiu amnnj^ miile^, nnd there it 
n dceided majoriry in the deaths uf Americnn pnrcotiige. Of nil 
tb<> doRlh^for ton ycHrs. 3l> |ipr cent, occnrrctl in the towns of 
IVovklcnco county, and 34 per cent, in the City of I'rovidcncv. 
Of alt the dtnlha in ten yenrs, 42 per cent, were betn-ecn the ages 
of 15 nnd 30. 



We preseni, in cnnclusion, aomo comiiarisons between Ihn rcU- 
tire mortality of the different discoAeR, tu which nnr nltcotion baa 
been Ititni-d ni the last few pA^'«. 

The fulliiwing Table prcsenta the percentage nf the etitirt mor- 
tality frr>m the giveo diseiues, for each uf the Wt ten yeara, and 
for tbo aggregate. 
13 
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It is eviclent from tliiit comptirifion tlint tho itcrcentiige of tbc 
first three iliwiiscs, in 1874, fallu below tlic iiggrcgnle of ten 
years, ami especially is this true of Coiidtimptioii and Typhoid 
Fever. The Diseases of the tieurt nnd Apoplexy and Piinilysis 
show a percontHge higher than the aggregate. Typhoid Fever, 
which has ranked third in the aggregate for ten yeiirs, was, in 
1874, the fifth on the list. 

Finally, wo prct^ent, for the first time, aTahle showing the pro- 
portionate mortality to each 1 ,000 of the populatimi, aecording to 
the census of 1)57.7, in each division of the State, from all causes, 
and from the diseases which we have considered, for the year 1874. 

Deaths to each 1,000 of the PoPur..4Tios, 1874. 



ii 



Cholera In fiiiHiim 

DIhcuspb of IIil' lli'art 

A)>oplcxy nnil raruljsls.. 
Tj-phoia Fovur 



\Vc sec from this Table, in the tirst place, that the death-rate 
of the State was unusually small, and then that the smallest death- 
rate occurred in Newport county. In the City of Newport the 
death-rate for the year was but it.yi per 1,000 of the inhubitanta. 



Aa tniglii Iw cxpeoted, thti largest dciilh-rntc occurred in the City 
of Prijvidfncp, nllhoiigb it is far liclow tiiot of miiny cities, somt* 
Urpor nmi ntlicra sriinlli-r lliiin mir own. The contnist between 
Brtttol mid Newport counties In (jiiltt? tnarkod. and the greater 
mnrtniity uf tlic furmcr ia porhnpii due (o the largi^r elcuient of tbo 
nuinufiicturii)g i^Iuks that enters iiitrt its popiiliitinii. 

In all tlio (Ureases mentioned, wo lind the highest rate of nior- 
Ulity in ihvi <^ily nf Providence, with tlie ext^eptions of DiseAses 
of the IK'art and Ajxipluxy snd Parulysie. In thu former, New- 
port euiinty, and in the hitler diseases, Bristol county, show the 
largest nitOH. The rnlolity of the epidemic nf Scnrlnliim, to which 
WA biivo ivforre<1, Uccumes appnrent when wo see that its death- 
rate in the City of Providence was nenrly that of Consnmptioii, 
«ud hi Brixtiit roiinly exceeded that of the Inlter disease. In the 
mortality frf>m Cunsumplton wc are surprietd to lind tbo thickly 
i towns of Pn>videncc county presenting the smallest death- 
I, and the ngrienlturul distriet of Waablngtou county coming 
I to Ihe City of Providence. Typhoid Fever, we obeervc, bM 
tiighcst death-nitc, next to the City of Providence, in Kent 
county, imd then in the towns of Providence county. 

We cannot pursue (he various lines of coin[Min»oii that the 
above Tiihlu presents. It is from such u bringing together of 
the relative rates of mortality, that wo can nlono arrive nt true 
ideas nf the fatid influences of different diNenses upon communities, 
and such un exhibition will often overturn many preconceived 
and apparently well-grounded tbcoricd. 

E. T. C. 

Pbovidenck. October ittb, 1875. 
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SiXTi'ix I. (A* nmiMiiIi'd Jnna 3. I^7S.) Thu tnnrn rInrVs nf iIip sorirnil 
towns, or In Ilt-u ih'-rcot. any (tri-Mn whom ihti l>ntin1 of nlilormi'n nf iiny oily. 
or tbe biwn cuiint-il <>( Any Inwn. mny appoint for thnl piirpoM.', nm bon-hy 
■atborixH nml n'tjitirv^ tuulitalii. chrundlogii-nlly rociml nnil inJux. us ro* 
qnlml by tite (urni* prc^cribnl by tlio thinl gin'linn of [lii» rlmiitcr. nil Infor- 
ixwtkin conn-minif Mrili.*, mnrrUgiM ami dniitlu. iK:i'itrrin)[ Hiiii>ii|t tlii^ Intiab' 
lUaU of thoir ropfpiivc townH; kuiI on or before lliu flrei M<>ni|iiy uf Mnrcli. 
VBUWllj. U> mnke iliily cnrUfltsI returns tllurctir In tlM SiH'n'Ury <if Rtulu, for 
Milling on iho ihirty-firtl day of Docnmber, iircompanying Uw mmo 
a ll«t uf Uuiu- Imllvliluals r»|ulrm] by law lo make relnrns Ui him, who 
'•fgWlnl thi> Mnie, and with suih reoiarlui rulatiug tu ilie ulgi.'ct ur tho 
\wm M thoy may ihwm importnnt lo caromiinlcnti.-. 

Sec. 9. I'hf SitTi-Uiry ofStato alinll tocoItk Uin mliirns made In puraaAnm 
of tha preoeiltni; n-i^lion. nnit ntinunlly. with siii'li aaslslanMi an sbnll tie ma- 
dar«d by any aiiiborin-il «ituniill«o t>f Uip Khmlc lalan J Medical Socivty. makp 
and pobllib, ni't cxciwdins onn thuusand copies, s genoral abalrnrt and rvport 
tiMrrvuf. in fnrin m pri'M'rlbeil by HH^Uon lliird uf this cbapUr. He stiall »I»u 
Uiuv said rrliims tu b« armngvd, full atphala'tli.'Al indices of all tlio nnmcs U> 
ba md*. the nboti- lo be tioiind in iMmvi-nivnl aiced roliimn. and oarvfufly 
prcMcrred In his ofBi-o. for which hu >liall mdve ihn sniu of flfty dollars. 

8tC. 1. Tlio blank foraii nsinlreil to oarry out tho pruTlsions of ihit chapter. 
■ball. <Mi application, bo fnmlidicd by llin Soorvury t>1 Stnto. to clerKyinon. 
yhyridan*. nndirtnlKrrs. town clrrkn. rlorkn of thn Society of FricmU, and 
lAbcriwnonsmiuirinR them, sutMtAnlially aftvribe following fonus, via. i Tba 
' of a bi/iA ikall state Uio date «nd place of birtli. natiie and sox of Um 
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child, wliftlier living or slill-ixii'n. the name nnd surmtniti, color. oc(!upnt{an, 
residuiic*^ iinH hiilh-plw-'e of iIib pHnmlii, an<t tlie lime i>f roconlins, so fitr m 
the same cnn be ascerUiu^d- The rmord I'f it mtrriayt shiiU eUto tlie <iat« of 
tbe mnriingn, pl;ice. nnmo, resiifcnce, Hnd oflicitil sbillon iifUie pnrson liy wliooi 
mnrried, nnniea nnd surniuneti of lh<t pnrCios. ngp. color, occiijiatinn. and reu- 
dance of ewli, cimditiim, (whether nnf}^ "r widowed.) what uiarriagu, if ew 
ODd, Ihu'il, iir other iiiairitmH. the ocviipationi birth-plnre and names of tl>eir 
pftrcnts. and the lime nf rociirding. so far as tlie aiimu can be ascerLiineil- Tb« 
record nfilealhe ahall elate ihn diilu of dunlh, name and aarname nf deceased, 
Uteeex. color nn<l i-undition, (singla or married ) nge. occupation, place of 
dentil, pliLCD nf bii'ili. niiiucB and birth-place of piirentSi disease or eatiso of 
dnalh. and iho lime of reivrding. so far as can be ascertiined- 

OV MARKIAUES, 

Sec. i. Every Society of Friends, clergymen, mid ail others anlliorized to 
, join persons in mnn-iage, shall niiike a faitlifnl recoi'd of ever? such rile pcr- 
foriueil by ihem. in manner and form aForesaid, lind return the samo on or 
before tlic second Monday efevery monlli, for the lasl preceding month, to ihti 
clerk of tlio town in which siK'h rite shall hnre bitrn iiarformed ; and no ni»r- 
rinee »hall be solemnlaed. until ihe parties shall have signed, and delirerud to 
the authority ulMut lo soleinniKe iC, or lo llic clerk of n Souiely of Friends, a 
cerlifieate containing the infnrmaiion required for the record of a uiarriage, M 
prescribed in tlie third section of this cliaplcr. 

OF Biimis. 

Skc. &' The cleric ol every town shall, annually, in the inonUi of Janunry, 
colleia tlie facts required by section third of this chapter, in i-claiion Uy all 
children born in the town during tlie year ending the tbirty-fir^ dny of Peciim- 
ber nesl preceding; and for each full report of a birth so obtained, the clucK 
shjill receive ten cents, lo be paid by the Li)Wn in wliiuh llie birtli is recorded. 

OF DEATUS- 

Sec 6. (Asnmended Jnno 3. ifi7o ) Whenever any person shall die. uT 
any ^till-horn chihl shall Iw brought forth, in tliis Stnto. it slmll bo tbe duty of 
tlie physician uttending at such bringing forth or last sickness, if nny physicUa 
so attended, within forly-eighl hours after such death or bringing forth, U> 
leave with tile liimily, if any, nr person having the care of the deceased, or the 
person bringing forth such still-bom child, or lo give to Ihe undertaker or per- 
son who conducts the funeral, a certilicate stating, in cnse of a death, the 
name of Ihe deceased, the dcite of the deiilh. and the disease or cause of Iba 
dentb. iind in case of the bringing forth of a still-bom child, the date and the 
cauee of such i;hild being brought forth still-born. 

Of UNDERTAKERS, 

Sec. 7. There may l>e appointed by the town authoriiiea of every U'Wn. ■ 

sufficient number of persons to act as undertakers, removable at the pleasure 
of tlie authorities. 
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Sec 8. (As mnvncleil Juni^.l, li*75 1 Tlii> imdcrtiilior. nr iliu ponton wIk> 
■Ml cnndmrt n fnni'ml. <ir trim nhnll bnry or <1ppo>>U tn n tomb, or w)hi Khali 
rxniovv ftsim lIiU St«t« or mIimwIho ili!>po«e "if iho rmnnlnH of any iIw-pim**! 
>r Mill bom I'lillil, ahnll dm nlitnin iho plijrHlclnn'a cartifliMUu n-iiiiln^ 
hy >ertlr>n 11 of tlila clintilpr. if n physii-iim vriis in nUenditncu iip«n ■iich [Hinon 
wIm) ha* ilnviunl. nr Ihc poi-si.n bringing furtli sui'h slill-bom child, nnil »hni\ 
roturti thoKitnin. (figcihrr wiih bi«<iwn (■crtiflcnUidf iho f:«-t« riiiniwil by mk- 
Iti-n 3. n» hPTvliy nnionitod. on I'r iMrforc tlio 8m-o|kI Munilny of llio noxt »iic> 
remltns nioDlb to Ux.- cltrk of (Iil- lown whi^re tiirh duntti or bringinjc farlh 
tnuk plncfl. 
ttKT. tf. Any (own inity enntl nitiniclpnl Iiiws, mnra efleiinnlly to nttnin Um 
la lifrein runt«aiplHtt><l ; /'rmiJrfi, tbi-y ilu nol conOli.-t with tlii* nmin nnd 
IVUlUSfl of (his lU-t. vii : t<> mwurn tlir iniist pL-rfurt rriclHtritlion. 

Of KEEfl. 

( An ninpnilril Juno 3, IftTfi. ) Tlie town rhrloi or (inr»i>n» appninlml 
na iifoiv«alil thiill rvoi>tvo fur cnch rmtirO ofnilmitli, uinde Hnil retiiriii-il lui m- 
■jnfi-Hl by Iriw, ivnii lor rm-li rticonl of n miirrirti{«. nuiiln luid ri'tiirnwi ns 
trquln-d by U<*, tivnnly [vn's; lo lie p:iiil In thorn unt of ihfir rccprrtivn b>wn 
tmiMirips : I'meuttd. ihnt the yi-nrly cum iHins.il ion to Iw p;iiii on( of tlio town 
trmaury, n* aforuaaiil. lu »ny »nu timn vWrk »t pentim Hpp»in(nl m nUin-miA, 
who vliall fniilifiilly ix-Tform tlio diilirs prF»i'ribtHl hg this olinplcr, »tiii]l not ba 
loH Ui»n Ovc ilolliii's. Cndt-rtnkt-ra nml othpra mnking returns I'f HcAths u 
rrquliwl In M'l'liun ulght nf tliiii cliiiplcr, hIiiiII n.vm*u for «nHi full ri^purt iif » 
ileulli miuln lo ilie lown cinrli. live Pitn>s in tliu cities of Fruviilttni-c or Nt'w- 
purt, and idb ci-nts in the otht^ Uiwns nf thn StHio. 

Sjdc !!■ If any clerKyninn. i>hy#i(-iHii, nnilnrtiiktir, town ctork. cli-rk cf any 
BMallng of the Stannly nf Frimils. or olltcr [imuino. sitall willfully ni-gki-t or 
Tvrnwi lo pcrforni <>ny of th« dnltvs ImpuMil im. or nn|ii<ro<l of lilnt. Iiy thin 
chiH>t(-r, h« trhnll. nl llic iliarrt-lion of tite vtntrl or jiistif^e tryiiiK llie runke, b« 
llDptI not fxci-nling Iwi-nty tlollnra for ciii'hoSiinfo; ono-half Uwri-of to Iho ilM 
oflliu lonrn In wliii'h tlio ikO'i'ncn thnll iK-ciir. the otiior half tti tho um of tlia 
pRTiHin wIki shnll oouip'iiln of ihe snmii. 

8kc. It. In order itinl ll ntny bo mnn> siin-ly aMnrtnlninl thnt no rlcrxymmn . 
phyaieiaBi wironiT. nndt-rtakto*, or cU'tk of thv Sut-lnty of I^Viraiil*. npghi-ts to 
rmIm lik) rtttnmi opc^lfii'il in lIiIs chnpler. loich of Hie mid )>Hniu> ahnll cntuia 
hU nanin anil nwidpnci' to bi- rvcorclixl in Hip clerk'* iilH.* of Iho l"wn where 

Srr 13. No Iriien of nchnlnistmiitm or letti'm li-sinni'-nl'ii-y shall Iw 
(rsBbnl by any n«iri of |>r'<biiiu, upon llw pfTiHts or imtiitp of nny |n-r«on nnlit 
Uw itunth ul «t»-h pfrwin, or llto fnitii from which llit> anmo I* presumtil. shall 
Iw dniy rrni5ui| u near n* ii»iy Iw. to llw- town cTcrk, in nnler ihiil thu WUO* 
Mny \tm .Inly rvfrisf roil m-cunling io tlw provi«inni ul tbU clmpltir. 

Kei' II. (Ai nninndml June 3, INTft.) The jtrrttin appiiiiitml tu pmvlilod Id 
■crliiiii («)■ of Ibis phniH'-r. tltiill be oiitiltrd to Imro Uio eiisioily of all reoonb 
nf Urllia drallisor ninrringivof Ihc town or cily for which bv la nppninU>il. 
wttrtlter nindf under llw dnliile now in (oTPa, or nny lormer ulntnte. and n cer- 
liflrate ■i<n<->l liy him ni town or oily rp|tl>'mr. i-erUfylng tlutt nny wrlliva ur 
prlniMl *Utli'nii<nt of nny mnningB. birth ur deatli U • Itim ropy of Uio rvoofd 
bi his ri»loily, stutll bs ndniJUpd ■• primA Jkeit proof of >m-h DiarHase, Mrlfa 
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Sec 15. Hii'ths, niarriagcs, and de.iths of non-rcsidonts shall bo distin- 
guishcMl from those of residents, in the returns, by l)eing arranged separately. 

Sec. 16. The Secretary of State may» from time to lime, vary tlie forms of 
returns, and require sueh additional information as he may consider necessary 
to eflect thc» olyect of this chaptei . 

Sec 17. 'I'he sum o\ three hundn-.d and fifty dollars, annually, to be drawn 
for by the St'cnilary of State, is appropriated out of tfie general treasury, to 
defray the expense incident to examining, collecting and arranging the regis- 
tration returns, making the necessary tables, and drawing up the report re- 
quired by the second section of this chapter. 

Skc. 18 The town clerks, or other officers appointed under this chapt»M', to 
collect, leconl and return the births in the several towns, shall receive fees 
therefor as follows: For collecting the facta required in relation to births 
fifteen cents each For making record and return of these fact^. as required by 
law, twenty cents each for the first fifty entries, in each calendar year, and ten 
cents for eacli subsequent entry and return. 



Cri AFTER 360. 

AN ACT IN ADDITION TO CIIAPTEU 187 OF THE GENERAL STATUTES, "OF THE 
CLEKKS OF THE SUTKEME COURT AND COUItT OF COMMON PLEAS.'* 

(Piisscd March 24, 1874.) 

It is enacted by Uic General Assembly as follows : 

Section 1. Tt shall be the <luty of the clerks of llio Supreme Court, in the 
several counties, on or before the first day of March, in each and ev«*ry year, 
to make returns to the Secretary of State for the year ending on the thiiiy-first 
day of December preceding, ol all the npplications for divorce, showing the 
number, the i umber granted, and the causes which are given for the applica- 
tion, but without the names of the parties, in accordance with the bl.anks which 
shall be furnished them by the Secretjiry of State, and like returns shall Ix^ 
made on or before the first day of August next, for the years 187*2 and 1873. 
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Secrbtart of State's Ofkick, i 

Providfiice. October 28, 1B7B. \ 

To the HonmrahU tht OeneraJ Ataemhlg: 

(Jkntlemkn:— The Twenty-Third Anoual Rqiori upon the Itceistnition 
iif Kirthii, MurrUgeA nnd Deaths Id Rhode Island i* bvntwilb prrsoulrd. 

Th)» rrport hnit Im-n jirepitred by Dr. IJdwnn) T. (^nswrll, and ptvM-t>U 
Ihc vital ntntiHtica for the ycor eudiug Uerembtr 3l8t, 187fi, with the usual 
rcrapllulotory Tnlfh-a and with lulditional cunimt-ntH. 

Thf nmubtT at Binb* for ihe year waa 6,508. or 02 mvn: than in 1874; 
tbc number iif Mnniagea 2,485, or fi6 Ipas than in 1874; nnd the nnmber of 
Dntlu ijil'. or 88 mure Iban in 1K74. 

During th« IwoDty-lhrcc years and six months sinro the comniencemcDt 
of Die |in««nt Ryot^u «f KcKhnratioD, i. e.. from June lit, IMS, to Decem- 
ber 31«l, 197A, tbc revurda In tliv whulc StAli.' havi! beon MrolluwH: cbildreo 
bom, 1 OS .433: pmons RiAfriitl 8fl.21(t; persons died, 08,833; chowiugintbV 
■Kgivgite ■ record of Uie birth, marriagr or draUi of 263,470 pcnona. 

Thi* report Includua an abstnirt of the returns of Dlvorcea for Ihr 
yew 1R75, from which it appears lliat there were 168 Divorces grwuted by 
th« Suprr mo Court, or 84 teiu than Id 1874. 

It aUo contain* an appendix in which the rr-njlt* of the Slate Census 
for 1S7S are compared with the Registration returns. 

JOSnrA M. ADDEMAN, 

Swrttarf t^ SbtU. 




Tabus 1. Q«aenl «bstmcl of thfil>inhs,in(UTiagi>s,aDd(le«th8 Iq1ST.1; 
Hhowing tli« number «f births. Hip sex and parentage of tliosu bum; 
Uie number of mnrringos, with the nativity of those married; the 
nurob«rof dcaihs, witli thi^ sex uni) )inrontHf;o of those who died; the 
•gfircgatf and average age of thr dccrdcntf of e«ch sex, and of tli« 
whole number of di?<-odenls whof<c agi- wiih given ; also the population 
of twch town and division of the gutn l>y the frnsiis of IdTS. S-3 

Tabi.k II. tiinhs; showing the uumber of eseh sex bom, in ench 
month of tins ywir, in Uie severnl divisions of the Stale, - 4-a 

Tarlk 111. riunvlity births; arranged by months, sexes and divisions 
of the Stair; and showing the nativity of the parents. - B 

Tablx IV. Marriages: showing the number of marriages in eaeh 
month, and in tXKh quarter of the year, in tlie several dlvlplons of the 
Bt»tc, 7 

Table V. Ages of pereons married; showing the number of each 
MX married, within certain slated periods of life, - - It 

Tablx \1. l>eaihs; showing the numbor of eaeh sex who dl«d iu 
McJi month. In tiic severai divisions of the State, - - 8 

TABtX VII. Dentils; showing the number of each sex who died at 
earlAin stated periods of life, in each t«vn and division of the Stale; 
also the popuhMlon of each sex in every town and division: with (be 
pvrcttntageof di^aths toiMpululloa, - ; - - lO-lA 

Tadlk VIII. Causes of I>eath in lATS; arranged alphabetieally, 
BhAwiug th« number of each Hex, and also the numlicr of American 
and of foreign parentage, who died from each cause, In each month, 
and in the whole year. ..-.-- 16-SO 

Tablb IX- Causc-Ji nf Peath; arranged alphabetically, and showing 
tbc number of earh sex who dii-d from each cause. In each ]>criod 
of Ufa. «-» 

Tablb X. Claaalficalion and Pflrcrntage; showing the numlier and 
peroeutage of deaths from each cause, and each clan of causes, In 
Ihe whole 8Ule, and In each division of ihe State, - 27-13 
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Table XI. Occupation and Ages at Death ; showing the aggregate 
and average age at death of the decedents, in each occupation and class 
of occupations, in the whole State, in Providence City, and in the 
rest of the State, ages under 20 omitted, - - - 34-37 

Table XII. Occupations and Causes of Death; showing the num- 
ber in each occupation, and class of occupations, who died by each 
specified cause; omitting ages under 20, - - - 38-43 

Table XIII. Meteorological; showing the mean altitude and range 
of the barometer, the prevailing winds, the mean relative humidity, 
the mean cloudiness of the sky, the number of days of rain or snow, 
and the quantity of rain or melted snow, for each month of the year 
1875. 44 

Table XIV. Meteorological ; showing the mean temperature, the 
highest and lowest temperature, the monthly range, the mean daily 
lange, and the greatest change in twenty-four hours, for each month 
of the year 1875. ------- 45 

Observations on the relations of the meteorological phenomena of the 
year to disease in 1875. (Tables), - . - - 45-49 

Kesults axd Observations, 1875, - - - . 51-^54 

Births, marriages and deaths in twenty-two years, (Table)^ - 51 

Number and proportion of births, marriages and deaths in 1875 to the 
population by the census of 1875, in each town and county in the 
State, (Table), ------- 52 

Births, marriages and deaths in each town and county in Rhode Island, 
in each of the three years 1873, 1874, 1875, (Table), - - 53 

Comparison of births, marriages and deaths in proportion to the popula- 
tion, seven years, (Tahle), ----- 54 

Remarks on the preceding Tables, ----- 54 

BiKTiis, 1875, ------- 55_^ 

Sex of the children ])orn in 1875, ----- 55 
Number and proportion of each sex in each of twenty-three 

years, (Table) , ------- 55 

Proportion of the sexes born, in each division of the State,in 1875, 5G 
Proportion of the sexes born in each division of the State, in each of 

the last thirteen years, ------ 57 

Season in connection with proportion of sexes born, - - 57 

Seiison in connection with the whole number of children born for 

twenty three years, ------ 5g 

Parentage of the children born in the last eighteen years, - 59 

Percentage by parentage of children born in Rhode Island in eighteen 

years, - ------ 59 
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" "■ in Rhcxlc Islaiif] fur twt-iily-lbrce yean, - - fll 

SUIUbom chfldn-n in 1876; sex. pnrentoge, color, scssoa, - 01 

&nn)iiuu7 nf olill-tiora in itrenry-thn-e yonrs and seven monthi, • 69 

Number of chUdrrn of mme mother, nineteen yenrs, {Tablr), • &3 

PoA'cutAgo of Hrat, si-i'ontl.lhinl. &<:, rhildrvn for ten , Toon, (Tahh). 64 

UARRlAOes, IST'i, ....... KG-GB 

Scjuon in rnnnrrtion wUh niarringes. twentythrre years, (T'ible) Ofi 
XiiliTitj' oT petvons marrioil in Hho<)e Islnnil in Ihn Inxt eighteen 

ytan, (TabU), 66 
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Tablb II. Births, 1876. 
Arranged by Months^ Sexes^ and Divisions of the State. 



DIVISIONS OP THE STATE. 



MONTHS. 



SEX. 



January ... 


Males 

Females 

Total 


February . . . 


Males 

Females .... 
Total 


March 


Males 

Females 

Total 


April 


Males 

Females* .... 
Total 


May 

1 


Males 

Females 

Total 


,hine 


Males 

Females 

Total 


July 


Males 

Females ... 
Total 







209' 
256 
625; 



244 
274 

618 



251 
252 
503 



276 
236 
512 



295 
266 
561 



285! 
250 1 
535' 



283 
243 
526' 



191 

8! 
27 



8; 

13' 
211 



8 
10 
18 



10 
10 
20; 



16 
38 



15* 

271 



Hi 

23: 



16 
14 
29 



13 
12 
25 



14' 
26; 



19: 

17 
36 



13. 
22 
35 



18 
24 
42 



23 
12 
35 



• 

a 
a 

s 


Providence Co. : 
Towns. 


22 


87 


24 


93 


46 


180 


12 


102 


19 


104 


31 


206 


16 


82 


21 


83 


i 37 


165 



24 
13 
87 



21 ; 

25l 
46 



15! 
16' 
31 



20 
16 
36 



78 

76 

154 



89 
89 

178 

! 

100 

75'; 

175i 



100 

84 

184i 



100 

96 

195 



84 
114 
198 



126 
113 

238 



127 
104 
231 



135 

98 

233 



124 
109 
233' 



101 
JOl 

202: 



26 
22 
48 



26 
12 
37 



8 
11 
19 



18 
16 
34 



21 
10 
31 



16 
11 



28 
18 
46 



1875.] 



Tablk II. BIRTHS, 1^75. — Continued. 



DIVIStONH OF THB STATE. 



MONTHS. SEX. 


■ i . 

it 


i ■ 


1 


I 


£ 1 i« 


AugUBt Mak'8 

Females.. . . 


, «75 
. 265 


7 
16 


i'.i 

15 


27. 

2r 


97 116 17 

!)5 101 17 



September. . Males 

Females. . 
Total 



300 
293 
603 



October . . Male* 2»9 

'Females. 253 

Total 542 



i ' 

16 30 106 119! 23 

16i 3lV 9ft lac 17 

82 60' 200 2S»i 40 



24 



211 1031 114' 19 
22, m| IV> « 
48' IOtI 2261 27 



. Male* ... 

Females. . 
Total 



97' 110 17 
113 an 11 
210 2U 28 



. Males . . . 
Females . . 
Total . . . 



320 14 20 26 



107 136 17 
99 103 22 
206 23<J 39 



Whole Year. Mates. 3.S(t'_' 140 197 '2h:i 1,117 1,390 2S.S 

Females 3,146 147 191 2.'> ' l.lftli 1,274 175 

ToUl G/AH L'K; 3>8 til-J 2.247 2,664 410 
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TABLE IV. M.ARRIAGKS, 187^ 
Arranged 6y Momtks amd DhUioH4 of (Ar StiMtf, 



MONTHS. 



January 



February 



March, 



First Quarter 



April. 
May. 
June 



Second Quarter. 



July 



Aognat.... 
September. 






I 

a 



9iS 



Be 



152 



179 
280 
223 
ed2 

198 
169 



Dtrmniifw or ma statr. 






•5 



e 



tn 



6 



201 lOi 18 18 



178 



4 17 15 



581 16 



8 

8 

9 

25 

6 



15 15 

50 48 



15 

14 

9 

88 



9 
15 
21 



61 

47 

36 

144 

45 
88 
59 



45 11^ 



75 

79 

71 

225 

84 

82 

KM) 

2^)6 



240 If) 14 5 



19 
16 
18 
48 

18 

23 
25 
66 



i 



i 



215 
181 

i:i2 

528 

188 
226 

614 



11; 57 101 I5i 210 



5 10 15. M 73 15. 196 



7 60 111 IH 2411 



Third Quarter. 6i;j 27 82 M 168 2H5 4H 664 



October.. 
S</vtmhfr 



V:mr\k Qmvtor 



2^1 13 11- 16 79 m 17 246 
.ir, II 10 M 91 114 W ZM 
183 h U m ¥9 %2 rS 21^/ 



Z*0 Jft 4/« rj0f i\h :^% iA 1%k 



WtK-Vt- T 



^%^ \i4^ W% 2Jr#. 7M jyC'i »t 3r/S4l 



TttT'tg-Tkird Ri^Mrati'>» Eefirt. 
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TAfcLE V. AGES OF PERJiOXS HARRIED, 1S75. 



AGES or WOXEX. 



AGES OF MEN. 



s i ^ g S 3 E g : 



Uodet 2f) •» 

S** to25 381 



14 83 SI. 



25 to 30. . 
30 to 35.. 



96 35*J 45 187 10 1 

30 107 52 84 12. 2 3 1 . 





29 37 21|13 
21 9 2615 
14 8 1410 








40to45 1 fi 

45 to 50 2 4 


6 2 

O 9 




I .. .. 


67 
64 
43 
24 


4 7 9 5 11 3 

4 2 5 7 9-2 










1 


3 


T R A 


3 2.. 
.. 2 1 


22 


CS to 70 ; 1 


1.. .... 

1 


2 


3 1 




11 


76 to 80 


1 : 










1 




1 1 








2 




1 1 


....|....... 












Wlioki No. FcmalcB. n98'l,044 


418;184j 108 


68 


S717 


8 


7) 2 


4 


2,485 



1876.] Ihalks. 

Tablb VI.— deaths, 1876. 
Arranged bg Montht, Sexei and DivUwni <^ th» SlaU, 



Jaoitary . . . 
February . . 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

AugTiH . . 
Septcmbor . 
October .. 
NoremtMr 
L>««einbor , 



IW 



Mnivs 

iFcmnlci. . 

'Total .... 
.|M»Ii» ... 

iKomalca. . 

iTotsl ... 
.iMffllM ] 171 

iKemalcM. . 

ITolal .... 
. j Males 

I Fen) ales. 

Total.. . 
.iMale* ! IfiS 

{Females < 17ii 

Total I 3»;i 

.'MalM 1 127 

FemalcH ....| 1.1)^ 

ToiBJ I 26fi 

JMolei. ' 17fi 

I Fein airs 

iToUil . 

.ImuIch -iae 

jFi:innleg. 

iToial..., 
. Male« ... 

Females. . 

Total 41» 

. I Mule* .. 

I Kvmalea 

Totnl \ 3J5 

. Malfx . . 

Females 

Total . 
. I Males . 

I Fomalea. 

Total 



WhokrMr. Males 24M 

: Females.. .. 2^ 
Total 4.sr 



DtVI»ION» Ur THE STATB. 



I : I 



irf 


IS 


1? 


•JS 


ia 


a* 


7 


15 


12 


l:l 


1!) 


38- 


4 


« 


in 


9 


14 


'! 



1601 34 

93 21 

104l 13 

1871 34 



140 28 
7« 11 

as g 

147 30 
3* 7 
M 10 
114 17 
77 II 
891 15 
26 
U 
12 
»7 
IS 
IS 
211 



83, 
89 
172: 



12 116 I70i 



ISI 26 2» 121 IM 28 

78* 132: 14'.' 649 9Boi 157 

87; 172 1B4 678 96.^] 158 

165' 304 296 ixr^ \y.\^ •»» 
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Table VII.— DEATHS, 1875. 
Showivg the Number of each Sex in each Period of Life in every 



TOWNS 

▲KD DITIBION9 OF THB 
STATE. 



BarriDgtoD... 

Bristol 

WarrcD 



PopuuLTioif* 1876. 



Whole 
Number. 



1,185 
5,829 
4,005 



SEX. 



DKATH0, 1876. 



Ba 



1 



. o 
■S*J 



01 o 



Bristol Co ; 11,019 



Coventry 4,580 

East Greenwich . 3,120 
West Greenwich. 1,034 

Warwick 1 11,614 

Kent Co 20,348 



Males . . 
Females 
Males . . 
Females 
Males . . 
Females 
Males . . 
Females 



572 1.69 

618 
2,747 1.35 
3,082 

1,823 1.65 
2,182 



Jamestown 



Little Compton 
Middletown 



Maled . . 
Females 
Males . . 
Females 
Males . . 
Females 
Males . . 
Females 
Males . . 



5,14:^ 

5,877 



2,173 

2,407 
1,508 
1,612 
516 
518 
5,684 
5,930 
9,881 



1.49 



20 

79 

66 

165 



H 
H 



Females! 10,467 



Newport. 



488 Males . . 

Females 
1,156 Males . 

i Females 
l,074,Male8 . . 

Females 



1.79 
1.95 
2.13 
1.19 
1.49 



1.03 
1.55 



New Shoreham. 
Portsmouth 



Tiverton 



Nkwpokt Co... 



14,028 
1,147 
1,893 
2,101 

21,887 



260 

228 

556 

60O 

542 0.74 

532 



Males . . ' 6,577 1.40 
Females 7,451 



82 

61 

22 

139 

304 



Males . . 
Females 
Males . . 
Females 
Males . . 
Females 
Males . . 
Females 



5 

18 

8 

197 

1.39 16 



612 

535 

988 0.95' 18 

905 



1,078 1.62 34 

1,023 

10,613; 1.35 296 142 
11,2741 154 



7 

13 
43 
36 

2^ 
38 
78 
87 



30 
52 
27 
34 
12 
10 
63 
76 
132 
172 



2 

9 

9 

7 

1 

91 

106 

7 

9 

7 

11 

19 

15 



a 



1 

4 

12 
6 
7 

14 
20 
24 



1 
6 
5 
5 
3 
1 

11 
15 
20 
27 




04 

a 
a 

9 



8, 

'J! 

41 
1' 
1 
4 
1 
17 
19 



•3 

a 



4 
1 



4|. 

7! 

51 



4' 

A/ 

7 
4 



2 
2 

1 

1 

1 
4 
5 



2 

3 
2 

4 
3 



1 


1 


M 


.... 


1 


2 


« • • . 


• • • • 



3 
3 
3 
6 



1 

*■ . • . . 



2 
1 



1 

3 
2 



1875.] 
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Table VII.— DEATHS, 1S75. 
Town and Dlv. of the State ; al^ the Ratio of Dealk$ to Population, 
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^0 
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a 


a 

a 


a 

a 
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3 
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•p 


•2 ! 


•0 


•0 


•0 


' ^ 


« 
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8 


"^ 


' a 


s 
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IQ 


' 8 
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S3 


9 
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8 

8 

• • • 
2 


•- 

• • • • 

1 
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8 


IR 












2 
1 


4 

4 


1 

'4 


• • • 

2 




• * • • 


1 


4. 


• • • 


1 




1 


• • • 


2 


1 


• • . • 


4 


o 


3 


1 


6 


3 


i 3 
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• • • • 


■ 

• • • « 


... 


8 


• ■ • • 


1 


1 


5 


2 


2 


1 
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• • • 


1 


•o 


3 


8 


1 
• • • • 1 


1 


6 
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• • • 
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o 


7 


1 


4 
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• • • 
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ad 


8 
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9 


9 


3 


2 


11 


6 


7 








1. 


1 

1 
• • • • 


• • • 


1 
2 


1 


2 


j 
3' 


3 


5 


4 


3 


1 


8 


1 


• « • • 


1 


1 


• • • • 


i 


5 


2: 


4 


6 


7 


6 


1 


4 


2 
1 


'> 


5 . 




]. 


•> 


1 


2 . 






3 


2 






1 


8. 


• • • 


1 


1 


2 


1 


8 


8 


6 


4 


• • • • 

• • • • 


• • • • 






1 


... 


1 

• • • • 


• • • • 
1 
5 


2 

• * * • 
2 


1 . 

1 
5 






3 

*> 

8 


2 

• * • 
2 


< • • • 
1 
1' 




• • • • 




• • • ■ 

■1' 


4 
4 




• • • • 

•> 


O 


i . 


• • • 


3 




3 


2 


6 


1 


4 


18 


5 
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Table VII.—DEATHS, 1875.— Continued. 



TOWNS 

A3n> DITUIOSfl OF THE 
8TATK. 



POFT^ATIOir, IKTS. 



I 
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Number. ! 



Dkatrs, 1875. 



SEX. 



^^ S 



e 
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s 
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Barrillvilie 
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N. Smithfield . . . 
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Paw tucket 

Scituate 

Smithfield 

Woonsocket .... 

Prov. Co. Towns 



5^49 Males . . , 

Females 
5,688 Males . . 

Females 
5,673 Males . . 

jFemales 
4,336 Males . . 

jFemales 
1,543; Males . . 

'Females 
2,098 Males . . 



Females 
4,999'Male8..: 

! Females 
11,565 Males . . 

Females 
1 ,303 Males . . 

Females 
2,797 Males . . 

JFemales! 
18,464'Males . . 

Females 
4, 101 Males.. 

jFemales 
2,857 Males . . 

Females 
13,576 Males . . 

Females 



2.628 1.31 
2,621 

3,081 2.50 
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2,793 1.13 
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2,257i 1.40 
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5,563 1.50 
6,002, 

620 1.38 
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6,3561 2.13 
7,220 
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75 

174 
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Table VII.— DEATHS, 1875.— Recapixulation. 



POPCLATIO!!, 1875. 



Dbath», 1875. 



CnrrNTIES. 



Whole 
I Nomber. 



SEX. 



■ *• «« -.9 



H 

9 
OQ 



Si 

! ^ 

9 

•a 
i a 



Bristol Co . . 



Kent Co. . . 



s 
s 



3> 



•a 

9 



•a 
a 



11,019 Males. . .! 5.142 1.49 165 
Females. 5,877 



78 20 7 4 
87 24 5 3 



Newport Co. 



20,348 Males. .. 
Females. 



9,881 1.49 
10,467 



304 



21,887:Male8. .. 10,613 1.35 
Females. 11,274 



296 



132j 
172 



142 
1541 



20 
27. 



17 
19 



7 3 
4 6 



4 3 

5 2 



Prov. Co ... ! 184,924 Males . . . 90,016 1.75 3,242 1,599 



Females. 94908 



1,643 



Wash. Co.. . 20,061 Males . .. 9,990 1.55 310 

Females. 10,071' . 153 17 10 



399 116 50 
325 133 51 



26 



157 
153 



WholeState 25^,239' Males .. . 125,642 1 67 4,317 2,108i 482, 137 65 

, Females. 123.597; i 2,209 ', 412 157 66 
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Tablk VII,— deaths, 1875.— Recapitulation. 
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Twenty-Third llegiUTatwn R.^'ori. 
Tahlk XI. OCCUPATIONS AND AGES AT DEATH, 1875. 
S/ioteinff the Aoerage Age at Dealli in, tlm several occupations, PtooI- 
denae City being separated from Ike rest of the State, and age* 
under twenty being excluded. 



OCCUFATIOKB. 



I. Ageicdltub: 



II. Mechamos and 
Aktisanb. 



Bakers 

BHrben 

BlacksmithB 

Bleachers 

Boat-bail der 

Boiler-maker 

Book-folder 

Brakemen — . . . 
Cabinet-makers. . . . 

CarpenterB 

Carriage-maker. . . . 

Cigar-makers 

Cooper. 

Cutler 

Dyer 



Engravers . . 

Fireman, R. R. .. 

Gas-filter 

Guilder 

Ganger , 

Gunsmith 

HamesH-raakers . 

Hatter 

Jewellers 

Lapidanes 

Loom-fixer 

Machioists. . 
Marble- worker. . 

MagoDs 

MeohanicB 

MUler 

Moulders 

Nailer 



71 



58 



34 



46.50 
6i».0U 
32.00 

48.00 
29.66 
65.00 
52.6: 
49.00 
53.00 
72.00 
57.0(' 
Tl.Oli 
44.17 
60.33 
■23.00 
58.00 
40.00 
39.00 
29.00 
67.00 
34.00 
83*2' 41,80 
93 31.00 
74 74.00 
2.031 46.16 
122 61.00 
1.094 60,7S 
894 5<i.29 
73 73.01 
714 44.62 
42 42.11(1 



11 



52.00 
41.2.5 
53.22 
51.66 



64' 32.00 
48148.00 
49 24.50 



1,076 
49 
106 



48.86 
49.tj0 
53.00 



71.00 
40.75 
68.25 
23.00 
68.00 
40.0<i 
Sii.OO 
29.00 
78.00 
34.00: 
41.41 
31.00 . 

i 43^9 
) 39.00 
I 54.67 



544 41.86 
42i 42.00 



64.11 
77.66 



63 63.00 
4545.00 
47'! 58.75 
3131.00 
62 62.00 



:i2.00 
65,00 
56.61 



128 



42.«6 



74 74.00 
.,03.-< 49.19 

83 S3.00 
602 66.89 
394 66.28 

73 78.00 
170156.66 



Tablk XL— occupations, 1875.— Cwstimukd. 



OCCDPATtOXS. 



0]>«rntives. 

Overaecra. 

Piiinten. 

Pxper-hangor .... 

Peddler* 

Piuio-tnncr. 

{^cker-makiir 

■ Plutvrara 

Ptumbrra 

PrinUTB 

ItoiH>*ni.ikcrB 

Rnbbor-work«r- . . , 

Suh-makrrs 

Shoe-makers. .. 

Silvonmilhs 

8u>ne-mitk«rs.... 

Slni*oo- worker 

Tailore. 

Tanner 

Tinsmiths 

Tool-maker 

Tomer , 

Weir borer 

WheelwrighU..... 
Wire-workers . , . , 

in. LuiORIRb- 

Coaehntan 

Ho«ier> 

laboren 

Porwr 

TeuDBten 

Wniten 

IV. BoUKMt Hll 

AgeBH. 

AiMrthecarieiL 

UMk Cashien.... 

Bar-ten dun.. 

Hook-Keepetv. . . 

Hruken 

HuiMcra 



2,319 47.33 
2*4148.80 
979'44,5« 
64j&4.0(i 
U4J 



108 



51.33 
rn.(Hi 
2.00 



* 64.00 
68 54.011 
I8r.l37.W1 
1 67 [83 .'•m 
23:23.011 
82' 4 1.1 «» 
sort 

lU!l:M.50 
34156.83 

27|27.«0 
6165«.y« 

02 162.) to 
11»35».60J 

24,24.110 

58:58.0(1 

rs.wi 



10 330 33011 
127 42.33 

12tfl,mU51.89 
li C3|63.(i|) 
12 dCU 46.67 
4 119XU.;fi 



681 52.38 

'603:38.69 
64!64.00 
164:5133 
70 70.00 
72 73.0(1 
41:41.00 
68.34.00 
86:28-33 
85|85.0O 



1,638 45.60 
1'44 48.80 
476 62.89 



38 38.00 

Bl'ci.OO 
176168.33 

'6055611 

1I9'39.'66 
24 24.00 
5858.00 
76|7fi.(t0 
7272.00 

118'6».00 



12832.00 

127143.3S 

93 4.32846 54119 

6363.0(»: 

2413443; 

4321J>0 



57|28.50 I 26 26.00 

144 48.00 1 2828 00 

I2361.50J 1 72i72.0« 

6;i|31-'i<h 1 2626. <» 

S7046 26I 6] 247|4ll.44< 

14<ir48.0C| S I03:.'il.fi<i 

12581 J«>! 2i ViRGiHO. 



67.00 



GO.UO 
82.00 
23.00 
44.00 
62.76 
BSMy 
66.33 
27.0U 
56.60 
62.00 



33jS6 
'56.'U 



31 JW 
A8.(K) 
51 00 
37.00 
4143 
43.00 



i ■ 



v}eniy~ThiTd Jiegittration Jieport. 
: X[,— OCCUPATIONS, 1875.— Coktinukd. 



OCOUI'ATiONS 



City Official .... 

Clerka 

Conductor, HW Car 

Conduotor,R.R 

CoriBtablu 

Expressmen 

Furnace-man 

Grain-dealer 

Grocers 

Hotel-keepers . , . 

Insurance 

Lamp lighter, 

Laundry-man .... 
Liquor-deal ere. . . 
Manufacturers . . . 

Markelmen 

Merchants 

Alilkmau 

Policemen 

Post-Master 

President Ins, Oo 
Saloon-keepers... 

Bexton 

State Commissioner. 
Street Coromiseione 
Superintendents . . 

Switchman 

I raders , 

Undertakers 

Watchmen 

V. PllOFKaSlONAL 

Mkn. 

Artists 

Chemist 

Clergymen 

Draughtsmen. .... 

Lawyers 

Musicians 

Nurse 

Fhysioians..... . . , 

Students 

Surveyor 

Teachers 



66 56 00 
713!39.61 
fi5|55,00 
34 34.00 
62|62.00 
9l)|45.0u 
6868,00 
44I44.OO 
12 663j54.42 
3 152 50,i__ 

2 13668.0(1 
II 76 76.00 
11 2929.00 

3 12842,66 
S 465 58.12 

4 18S47.00 
36 1,9-1965 

38 38-. 
143147.66 
6767.01 
6464.00 
115 3L.„ 
2424.00 
66 66. OH 
Sl.'Jl.OO 
8743.50 
CO 60.00 
21152 ._ 
24761.76 
29158.2U 



7738.60 
6161.00 

198,66.00 
78 39,00 

247fil.76 

12(142.00 
46 46. Ill I 

446 74,17 
6(i 22.1)0 
5353.00 

195 48.75 



), 146 
1,1,171 



46.00 
68.00 

'44.00 . 
161.90 
67.00 
'68.00 
176.0U 
29.00 
I42.66. 
168.71 
48.33 
55.76 



347.66 



149 49.66 
247 61.76. 
124 62.00 



6161.00. 
62 52.00 
3536.fH) 
.07 53.50 
26 42.00 . 
4646.00. 
115 71.66 
20 20.00 
5353.00 . 



64.00 
434S.O0 
B6.6T 

38.00 



778 



67 67.00 
6464.00 
11638.33 
24.00 
66.00 
51.00 
43.50 
60.00 
2.00 



146 73.00 
43,43. UO 

140 70.00 



230 76.66 
4623.00 



jupatumt. 
T*BLK XI.— OCCUPATIONS, 1876.— Coxtixwkd. 



occtiPArioxs. 



VLSeaKarikuHkn. 

Cspuina 

flsbermcD 

Huincn 

Oyatermen 

VII. SOUJIKB. 

VIII. Fkualkb. 

A^-nt 

Book-Koeper 

I)tvuinnk«ni 

Milliner 

ItniBM 

Oftentives.. 

Servknu 

SuUr of M«roy.. . . 

StewardeM 

TailofesMs 

Tsaobera , 



201 6T.00 3 

171543.76 

974 44,271 14 
6320,60 1 
31 S1.00 . ■ 



69 59.001 1 

35 36.001 
496,38.U8 

29 29.0U 
2117 66.75 1 
61(1 26 52 t> 
46l!57.C2 

303O.OOI 1 

38I38.OO 
183136.60 
260 36.7 1| 



6969.00 



17035.20 
292900 
78'78.li<i 

141 23.60 
663-'.5i> 

3<r3y,o« 

"14135^ 
16140.26 



h 



176 4.1.75 
364 44.26 
24 24.(10 



18963.00 
4«9 27.59 
896 66.00 

38 38 00 
42 42.(10 
89 29.66 



RECAPITULATION. 



OCODPATIOKS. 



AOKICULTDBIaTS . . 

Mechanics and ) 
Aktiwans. ) 

LlBORIcBll 

BtrRIXEMH Mkn.. . . 
PROFEIUIIOKAL MrM 

Seatahixu Mex. . 

_ SuLDIKK 

L FSMALU 

I Au. Clamm . . 



18.38: 
12,148 






10 



63.69 12 66665.60139 H,888a4.-il 



50.03 200 

50.11 no 

rril.97 



242 

14.V 

30; l.ftH'ISS.^Oi 14 

32 1,40346.28 18 

1 siisi.ool 

66 2,467,37 .80| 



9,4 10 47.20: 167 

4.930 44-81,182 

4.S59'5I.16 62 

;i551.07! 16 

8A0[47.22; 14. 

r 



63.-13 

66KI 
48 67 
64 Si 
42.54 
3l,lH» 
.'W.ati 40, 1.57739 42 



1.0»3|62,947151 40474 22,340.47.18661 30,597 .^.M 



-«-l 



Tatentff- Third Registration Report. 
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METEOROLOGICAL, 1875. 




The following Tables were compiled from the observations of 


i 


the Rev. Dr. Caswell, of Providence : — 


1 


Table XIII. 




Shooing the TneanalHtude and range of the Baromeler, the preoailiTtg wiitda, 


1 


the mean relative humidity, mean cloudinesa of the sfcy, the number of days 




of rain or snow, and the quantity of rain aiid melted mow, for eacJi month of 




the year 1S75, and compared mtk the average for H years. 






4 
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■Whole Year 


30.0^1.331 


92! M' 81 


1287(1.9 


»,»1 


10.1.13.2> 


0,B7+' niKM- 
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s 



Skoieiny IA« mean tcnqMnifMre, ofMl a oomfxiHton icith tht avtntgt of 44 urun, 
tke ktghtat and fowot tfaaperat»n, the monlAIy ranfje, (Ac mtrnt dmly rxmgt, 
«nd UU gnauat diange bt ttem^tjlottr AoHr«,>breacAmonlA i^ Ike i/tar 1K7A. 
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The most noticeable features, in the Meteorological Record of 
lS7d,are the low temperature of the entire year, and the excess of 
rain. As a whole, the year was Ikf eoldett in a period of forij/'four 
yrm**, with the exception of 183<i. Aglaaoe at the second column 
in Table XIV showti th^t only two months. May and December, 
were warmer than the average of forty-four years, and in 
each of these the temi^erature wa^ barely above the nverage. 
On the other hand, January, Februar>-. March, April and 
{ Norember, were greatly below the averse. January was an 
' •xeeedingly cold month: there were but three Jauuance colder 
1 tfas record. For twelve successive days thu nicun tem[>t!rature 
was only 18.4°. The maximum of tbe month was only 84°. and 
on only sere.i days in the month did the mercury rise above tlie 
freexii^ point. The minimum waa 0", and only on two dnys did 
it reach that point. Thus tbu dia'ingiiiahiug feature was lathcr 
ibe continui^ degree of cold ; in many Jauuaries the morcuiy has 
K dosoendod to a much lower point. February again was very cold ; 
^^ tbenwero bat two in the whole period colder; in this min.th 
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there were but seven days in which the mercury rose above the 
freezing point; once it marked 0° aoil once -3°. March aud 
April, as has been said, were also very cold, and on the 13th of 
April there wa:^ the heaviest snow storm of the whole season, 
measuring iwelve inches on the level. The summer months were 
all cool. The mean tempeiature of the three suminer months 
and of Sejitember was (>o.4". or 0.4° lower than in 1HT4, and 3.4<> 
lower than 1U72. In these four months there was but one day in 
which the mercury reached 90°, and only nine in which it rose to 
85° and upwards. In the month of August the maximum tempera- 
ture was 83". 

The rain fall of 1875 was exceedingly large, being almost ten 
inehe» above the average; in 1ST3, the excess was more than ten 
aud a half inches. In the months of June and August the 
amount of rain was more than double ihe usual quantity. On 
the 9th of June, nearly five and one-half inches fell; and in 
August, on the 12th, 3.47 inches fell in the space of three hours, 
and again on the 18th, two inches fell in an hour. These heavy 
rains, with the additional excess of October and November, brought 
up the amount on the 1st of December to 12. 8o inches above the 
average. The number of days on which rain lell was 103, or four 
more than in 18T4. 

As compared with 1874, there was an increase in winds from 
an Easterly direction ; thus there were 156 days in which it came 
from the East, and 209 in which it came from the ^\'est ; while 
in 1874 there were 1'20 of the former, and 24.5 of the latter. In 
the month of January, there were only three days in which the 
wind came from Southerly points, while in 1874 there were 14. 
In the month of August there were 10 days of North-easterly 
wind and on no day in the month did the wind come from the 
North-west. 

The Relative Humidity was highest in January, and then in 
March and August ; it was lowest in May. 

With these remarks, we turn to the record of deaths. From 
Table VIII, we find that there were 318 deaths from Cholera 
Infantum, or 53 more than in 1H74. The following Table shows 
the number of diaths from this disease in each of the sunmer 
months and in September, with the mean temperature for each of 
these months, in each of the Ittst ten years : — 
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From the above Table, we see, first, that the mean tem[>erature 
Olf thoiie roontha was lower iban in either of tlie provious yean, 
tud the number of deaths larger than in any year except 1872 = 
■OMod, the number of deaths in August, 18Ta, was larger than in 
any one month, with the exception of July, 1872. September of 
lS7o was three degrecti colder than the Mime month in 1872, and 
the deaths are within one of the same number. Detween Sep- 
tember and July of lW7o, there is a difference of t«n degrees in 
temi>erature, and in the colder month, there were ihree more 
deaths ; nor was tliere in the intervening jieiiod any excess of heat, 
for, a« has been noted, in the month of August the maximum tem- 
perature was 8S° I Moreover, the temperature of September waa 
2.^ below the average, and yet the number of deaths in the month 
waa larger than in either of the pn-vious ten yeiirs for the ?ame 
month. 8o in August: in 1875 the tem{)erature waa three degrees 
lower than in 1872, and the number of dt-aths thirty more than 
in the latter J car. We find therefore, iioUiiug in the record of 
1876 to change the opiniuna advanced in previous reports. 

The deaths from Pneumonia for the entire year reached the 
excexsively large number of 3*22, or about 100 more than in 1874 
or these deaths, 1^^ occurred in the first four months of the year. 
It will be remembered that in this connection, I'neumonia is tAken 
by itself; in the remainder of the Report, it is associated wiUi Con- 
gestion of the Lungs. 

The following Table shows the mean temjierature and the number 
of deaths from Pneumonia, in each of the first four months, of each 
of the last six years : — 
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In the month of May, with a temperature of 55.3°, there were 
also 41 deaths from Ihis cause, and 43 in the month of December, 
when the temperature was 29 9°. Prior to this year, tlie largest 
number dying of Pneumonia in any one month was 42 in April, 
1874; it will be seen that in this year that number has been 
exceeded in three months. That ihe deaths from this causfi, in 
tliis very cold year, were greatly above the average, is mar.ifest. 
We find, too, that they occurred largely among those, who were the 
least able to endure cold: thus there wire 71 deaths in children 
uader five years of ago ; 55 in persons from CO-70 ; 37 in ihose from 
70-80, and 35 in ihose from 60-60, or 127al oveSOyiareof age. So 
that in the two periods, under five years and over fifty, there ^ ere 
198 deaths, or almost two-thirds of the whole ni mber. The 
figures in the above Table for 1875, both as to temperature and 
the number of deaths, are so far removed from those of the otliir 
years mentioned, that we do not venture to institute a compiirison. 
If, in addition to these deaths from Pneumonia, we take into cc n- 
sidei-alion those reported from Congestion of the Lungs 78. Bron- 
chitis 57, and Croup 9C, it is ev'dent that the excessive cold of tl.e 
year added materially to the deaths from diseases of the Respira- 
tory organs. From the first two causes combined, ibe deaths in 
1^75 were 6Ij more ihan in the previous year. We observe, too, 
that there was an increase of 121 in ihe deaths from Consumption. 
Il is rather singuUir, however, that fewer deaths are ascribed in 
1875 to Old Age Ihan in the yiar previous, so that it is fiiir to 
jiicsmue ihat the old [ersons who succumbid to the influence of 
the cold are recorded under one of the various heads above given. 
Thus we frankly admit this year, as we admits d ihe converse of 
the proposition in 1872 with regard to Cholera Infiiutum, that the 
extreme degree of cold of the winter of IR75 was accompanied by 
■ s large mortality from diseases of the air-passiges. 



We think it may be fairly admitted, that continutd cold or contin- 
ued heat to an excefisive degree, will rcspeclively incre&Bfl with us 
the deaths from lung diseases and from diarrhceal diseases. In either 
case, it seems necessaiy that the two elements of continuance and 
exMsB should be present, for we have shown repeatedly, under this 
head in these reports, the contradictions which have existed be- 
t^MD the temperature, and the mortality of thexe diseases. 

There are 3 deutlia reported from Heat, and 8 from Frost-bite, 
and this, in consideration of the very cold winter and very cool 
summer, is in each purticukr, remarkable. These are the only 
points that present any interest in a comparison of the relations 
of the mortality to the meteorology of the year. 





RESULTS AND OBSERVATIONS. 1875. 



By reference to Table I, on page 2, we find that in the year 
1875, there were reconied in Ihe Slate of Rhode Island, tix thou- 
land five hunUred and eiffht (6,5U8) births, two ihoutand /our hun- 
dred and eighiy-jivt ^2,485) marriugtt, and four thousand three hun- 
dred and seventeen (4,317) diaths. 

llie usual comparison of the resulte of registration in the State 
for the laet twenty-two years is as follows : — 
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W« thus see that in 1875, there were more births than in any 
previous year, fewer marriages than in any year uace 1671, and 
morr deaths than in the previous year, but fewer than in 1878. 
The excess of living births over deaths iu 1875 whs I,1>45, or 880 
mora than iu 1874. 

On the next two pages will be found a comparison of the birihs, 
marriages and deaths in each town in the State in 1876, with the 
|iopulatiun of c^tth town, and also a comparison of tfao statistioa In 
iiioh town for the three yean, 1873, 1874 uid 1875. 



B1KTH3, MARRIAGES AND DEATHS IN KHODB 
COMPARED WITH THE POPDLATION Br THE 
SAME YEAR. 
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We present in the following Table, a comparison of the births, 
niarriagea and deaths in proportion to the population, for each of 
the last seven yeare : — 
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From this Table, we perceive that in 1875, the births and deaths 
were slightly more numerous, and the marriages less, in propor- 
tion to the population, than in the previous jear. The proportion 
of births to the population for the last two j eais is very nearly ihe 
same. The; death-rate for these two years is alto very nearly the 
same, and is a tiifle below what is considered the normal death- 
late, viz : 17 per 1000 of the population. It will be obj-erved that 
here are but two years in the above piriod in which it has risent 
above this rate. The uumber of niairiages in proportion to the 
population has been decreasing for the last two years. 

From the Table ou page 53, we find that for the years mentioned 
the births have constimtly diminished in Kent and Washington 
couiities ; in Newport county, and in the towns of Providence 
county, the number in IHTo was larger thun in 1874 ; Jind in 
Bristol county, and the city of Providence, it was smaller. The 
number of marriages was larger than in either of the years men- 
liiincd in liristol, Newport and Washington couulies, and smaller 
in Kent couniy, in the towns of Providence county, and in the 
city of Providence. The number of deaths was larger tlian in 
either of the years mentioned in Kent and W ashingti.n counties ; 
in Bristol and Newport counties, and in the towns of Providence 
county, it was larger ihan in the year preceding, but smaller than 
in 1873, and in the city of Providence it was smaller than in 1874, 
but larger than in 1873. 

With these remarks, we proceed to consider in detail the births 
marriages and deaths in 187o, 




BIRTHS, 1875. 



We have alreod; etnted on p^e 51, that the number of births 
in Rhode Island in 1)^75, was 6,608, a larger number than has 
ever before been recorded. 

The piiiliculars of theae births are found in the Tables on p^es 
2 to 8 inclusive, and from these we derive the following facta. 

SEX OF THR CHILDBK2I BORN. 

Of the 6,508 children born in this State in 1875, there were 
males, and 3,146 females ; thus there Wdre lOtJ.9 males tu 
)1l lOO females, or in each 100 children bora, there were 51.66 
ties and 48.34 females. The following table shows the number 

■nd proportion of the sexes of the children bora in this State 

each of the last twenty-three years : — 
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F We see from this compariBon, that in 18T5 there wore 61 mora 
I tnoleii and 1< k-sa females born than in the previous year. While 
I the actual number of males born whs larger than in any previous 



year, the relative proportion to the whole number was leBS than 
in 1873, and several other years, but it was still above the 
average of the twenty-two years. 

The number of children born in the city of Providence, in 
1876, was 2,064, or 116 less than in 1874, but 536 more than in 
1878. Of these births, in 1875, 1,390 were males and 1.274 
females ; thus there were 109.1 males to each 100 females bom, 
or in each 100 births, 62.1S were males, and 47.82 females. Id 
1876, therefore, the proportion of male birthi* was lai^er in the 
city of Providence than in the State as a whole The following 
Table shows a comparison of the percentage of male birlhs in the 
city of Providence, and in the State of Rhode Island, fur each of 
the last ten years : — 

PBnCK?*rA(lE OP MALE BIRTHS. 
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We here see that the percentage of male births in 1876, for the 
State, was less than in 1^73, 18(J7 and 1866, while for the city it 
was only equalled in 1S73. 

During the period of twenly-two yeais, from 1854—1875 inclu- 
sive, the birlhs in the city of Provideiice were 39,066, and of 
these 20,055 were raales, and 19,011 females. lhus,during this 
period, there were 105.5 mules to each 100 females, or in each 100 
births, there were 51.34 males and 48.60 females. From the Table 
on page -Oo, we see that for nearly the SHme period, the proportion 
of male births in the whole State was almost identical. 
SEX AND LOCALITV. 

From Table II, we find that the number and proportion of ench 
sex, in each division of the State in 1875, were as follows: — 
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Births. 



Tbe relfttivo proportion of the aoxea U tbiu Boen to vary 
inHterially in Iho difforenl diviaioos of the State The predomi- 
nanotf of maie births in Wanhington county in in strong contnutt 
with tho propor.ion of male birthu in Brititot and Newport ooiintiea. 

The following Table shows the relative proportion of ihe Hexes 
m each divUioa of the State in each of the last thirteen years :— 
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fVom this Table, we see thitt the proportion of males was 
amatlor in t87o, in Bristol county, than in either of the years 
meniioned, and In Newport county, than in any year since 1S64 ; 
while in Washington county it was larger than in any year^nce 
1868. Comparing lfJ7<5 with the prtscedittg year, we find a dimin- 
ution in the proportion of male births in a 1 the diviaionsof the 
State, with the exception of Washington county and the city of 
ProTldence. 

SEX AND SKA80N. 

Table II. on page 4, gives the number and sex of the children 
bom in each seaxon of the year 1875. From that 'I able we derive 
the following resultt in relation to the proportion of the sexes 
bora in the different seasons : — 

.tM ■*!«.... TMICiult^ or.... KItnlMleBWklMlMMta*. 
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[1676. 



The small nuniber of ni»le births in the first quarter of tb« 
year, and the large number in the second quarter, are tlie most 
BtiikiDg features in the above 'i able, and is conlrai'y to the usual 
rule. 

The following Table shows the proportion of male births to 
each 100 females, in each quarter of the year, for each of the last 
ten years : — 
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It will be seen from this Table, that the proportion of male 
births in the first quarter of 1875 was the smallest of any 
quarter in the above period, with the exception ot the second 
quarter of 1871 and the fourth quarter of Hf68, and the proper* 
tion of the second quarter of 1875 was only equalled by that of 
the third quarter of 1866, which was the same, and that of the 
second quarter of 1868. 

We find from Table II, that in the month of March, the num- 
ber of girls born was one more than that of the boys ; in Decern- 
ber there were forty-eight more boys than girls, and in February 
thirty more girls than boys. 

.SEASON. 

The following table shows the number of children bora in 
Rhode Island, in each quarter of the year, in each of the last eight 
years, and also in the aggregate for twenty-three years, fi-ora 1853- 
1875, inclusive: — 
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We Me from thU T»ble, that for the iHst six ye»r«, aa well as 
for the whole period of twenty-three yean, the larj^est nuinlnir of 
birtbe has ooourred lo the la«t quitrtur of the year. Tho tunallost 
nomber hae ooourred in the fimt quarter of the yosr, iu hU the 
jrean Dioatioiied, with the exception of 1871, and also in the 
■ggregkte period. 

PAHENTAOR. 
Table I shows the parentage of the obildren bom in the State 
of Rhode Island in 1875. The following Table shows the paren- 
tage of the children bom in the State, in each of the last three 
years, and for three pt^riods of five yeara each, t. e., from 1M58~ 
1872, inclusive : — 
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The percentage of each class in the above periods is shown i 
the following Table :— 
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It will be peroeind by Uus Table, that (he peioenta^ of birtlw 
of Anerioan parenti^e is a trifle larger than in 1874, while that 
of fore^ parentage Is smidler ; that of mixed |>arentage is larger 
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in each claBS than in 1874, and than the aggregate of the periods 
given. 

From Table I, we find that there were more children bom of 
foreign than of American parentage in each of the following 
towns, viz.: Warien, Bmrillville, Cranston, Cumberland, Lin- 
coln, North Smithfield, Pawtucket, Smiihfield, Woonsocket, and 
in the city of Providence. In Smithfield, however, the number 
exceeds by one only that of the births of American parentage; 
in East Providence the latter number exceeds by one that of the 
births of foreign parentage. The above list ia the same as for 1 874, 
with the exception of East Providence, and the substitution of 
Warwick for Warren. 

In 1876, there were five towns in which there were no births of 
foreign parentage. These were West Greenwich, Jamestown, 
Portsmouth, Foster and Exeter. In this list for 1874, Ports- 
mouth was left out, but Little Compton and New iShoreham were 
included. 

COLOBED CHILDREN. 

In 1875 there were 156 colored children born in the State of 
Rhode Island. 1 his number is 14 less than 1874, Of these 
births, in 1875, there were 79 males and 77 females. The percen- 
tage of male births was 50.64, or 102.0 males to each 100 females 
bom, a less proporlit n of males than in either of the five preced- 
ing years- In the city of Providence, the number of colored 
births was 8 lees than in 1874. 

The number of colored children born in each town in 1875 waa 
as follows ! — 

BriHIol « CrauRton 3 Hophlnton 1 

Kut Greenwich 6 LlDooln 1 North Kin gftowa 1 

Wutrick 4 Nurih SmithOBld 1 SoiiUi KlngBlown « 

Mewpoit 16 pBwtiiaket 3 Wenlerif 3 

BuTTlIlTUle 1 CfaKriBstoETD 4 Clly uf Proviilenee 101 

TohJ 156 

PL0BA1.1TY BIBTHB. 

From Table HI, we find that there were 71 cases of plurality 
births in Rhode Island in 1875, or 3 more than in 1874. Of this 
number, 30 were in the city of Providence, and 19 in the towns 
of Providence county. Of the 71 cases, 22 were of American, 16 
of Irish, and 7 of English parentage. All of the cases of plurality 
births were of twins. Among these cases, there were 9 in which 
*herG were 14 still boru children. 



TOS] 

Duriag the twenty-three years from 1858 to 1875 incluBivc, 
here were reported in Rhode Island : 

lol.TfiSouMutalbKlMbiTtht glTlns in,TW ebtldno. 

■.(uecufMuriwin blrtlu Kl*toiE a.llBehlldrBO. 

ITc»»«oftHiilebinliii., .gtvloR SI children. 

ID3,IITR CUM n( child birth lli*iDg IM,008ebil<lr«p. 

Of the whole number of (102,878) CMes of child-birth, one in 
92.4 produced twina; and of the whole number of (104,008) 
children born, one in 40.4 was a twin. 

Of the whole number of 1,1, 113) cases of pluralily births in 
twenty-three years, both parents were American in 477 cases; 
both were foreign in 538 cases ; in 90 the parentage was mixed, 
and in 8 unknown. 

Of the 2,243 ohildrt-n bom in plurality cases in twenty-three 
years, there were 1,103 males, 1,136 females, and four sex not 
known. 

8TILL-B0EN CHILDREN. 

The statistics on this j-oint are derived from the returns of 
deaths, although they are never included in the deaths in these 
reporta. 

There were 246 cases of still-born children reported in Rhode 
Island in 1875. ThiH number is 31 less than was reported in 1874, 
and 18 more than in 1873. Of the number reported in 1875, 170 
were in the city of Providence, 18 in Woonsockei, and 15 in Brii*- 
toL Seventeen towns reported no still-births, while there were 
but 10 in 1874, and 14 in 1873, in which none were report^^d. 

Sex. — Of the still-bom in 1875, 133 were males »in\ 113 females. 

Parentage, — Of the 246 cases of still-birth, 121 were of Ameri- 
can and 12o of foreign parentage. This equality in parent^o 
was even more marked in 1874. 

Cotor. — In 1675 there were 2ii0 cases of still-birth among the 
white, and 26 cases among the colored population. This last 
number is just twice that of 1874, and in that year theie were 216 
cahes among the white population. 

StaaoK. — The number oi still-births reportt-d in the several 
montfasof 1876 was as follows : — 
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The following Table shows the niunber of still-born, and thu 
sex, for the period from June l3t, 1852, to December Slst, 1870, 
and for each of the last five years: — 
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^er.— The above Table shows, that since the Ist of June, 1852, 
there have been reponed in Hhode Island, 3,972 cases of still- 
birth. Of these, 2.416 were males, 1,504 females, and 52 sex not 
stated. This gives 61.63 males and 38-37 females in each lOOstill- 
bom, or 160.57 males to each 100 female still-born children. 

Parentage. — The record of parentage of still-bom chihlren 
commences with 1859. From 1859 to 1875 inclusive, there have 
been 3,216 cases of still-birth, divided according to parentage as 
follows : American, 1,410 ; foreign, 1,804 ; not stated, 2 ; total, 
3,216. The proportions according to parentage, for the above pe- 
riod, are as follows : 43.87 American, and .56.13 foreign in each 
100. From the table on page 59, we have the parent^e of 
the children given for a period of eighteen years. Classing 
those of mixed parentage under that of the father, and omitting 
those whose parentage is not given, we find the percentage of oil 
births of American parentage was 49.73, and that of foreign 
parentage. 50,27. Comparing: these percentages with those of the 
still-births given above, we find the rule again exemptitied that 
the proportion of ihe foreign element among the slill-born is 
greater ihan the foreign proportion of all the children bom. 

(SeiMOM,— The season of the year in which the still-births oc- 
curred in Rhode Island, for the period of twenty- three years, fi 
18.53 to 1875 inclusive, was as follows : — 
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Pint alx noDifa*. 1,901; H«and«ix monilia, 3,071; Total, t,(l3& 

HUUSER UF THE OUILDBKN. 
The following Tulile bIiowb the iiiiinlier of the child i/ tke 
mother, i e.. whethur (he child whose birth is n-ported, in the first, 
secoad, or third, etc., of ito mother. The Table shows the num- 
ber of the children born in Khode Ishind in 1S75, ns well as of 
bU bom during the eighteen yeant from ]857-lJt"4 inclusive, 
uid the total for nineteen years : — 
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W The proportion of first children born in Rhode Island, in 1875, 
\ was 24.4 in each 100, and for the period of nineteen years, 25.0. 
The propoilion of second eliildreu born in ISlo, was 20.fi in each 
100, and for the period of nineteen years, it was 20.3. 

The following table shows what peicentage of the childrea 
bora in each of the last tea years, was the first, second, third, &c., 
child of the mother. The calculations are only carried to the fifth 
child:— 
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We see from this Table, that ia 1875, the proportion of first 
children born was less than in either of the preceding years ; that 
of third children was leas thaa in any year since 1868. The pro- 
portion of children up to the fifth was less thao in either of the 
years raeotioned, with the exceptions of 1868 and 1S66. The pro- 
porTioii of first children born in 1875 was a little leas than one- 
fourth of all the children born. 

i 



MA RRI AGES, 1875, 



Tbere wore 2,486 murria^es reported in Khode Island in 187<^. 
This is 56 less than tlie number reported in 1874. Table IV, 
page 7, shows the number of marriages in each of the diviBion« of 
the Slate, in each mouth, and in each quarter of the year 1875. 



The following Table shows the number and percentage of the 
marri^es in Rhode Island, in each quarter of the year 187a, com- 
pared wiih the i^gre^ate number and percentage for the twenty- 
iwo years previous, i.e., from 18o^l874 inclusive : — 
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W« Mc from this Table, that the perceotagfl of the marriagps 
in the different q<iarter8 of the year 1875 corresponds to thoMj of 
the aggregate for twenty -two years; the largest percentage in each 
inatance occurring in the fnurth,and the smallest in the first quar- 
ter of the year. 



The following Table shows the number of marriages, according 
to the nativity of the parties, for each of the last t«n yean, and 
•lao for the ^[gregaic of eightocn yearn, from 1858-1875 tnoln- 
WTe:— 
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From this Table, we see that the numbeT of marriages in 1875, 
where both parties were American, was less than in any year since 
1871, and where both parlies were foreign, less than in any year 
since 1868. The number of mixed marriages was greater in each 
class than in either of the years mentioned. 

The percentage of American, foreign and mixed marriages, at 
different dates, and in the aggregate, for the last eighteen years, is 
shown in the following Table. It is understood that the term 
mixed, is applied to those marriages in which one party was of 
American, and the other of foreign parent^e. 
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The above Table shows, that in 1875, the percent^e of Ameri- 
can marriages was smaller than in either of the given years, with 
the exceptions of 1872 and 1874, and was smallertfaan the *^gre- 
gate ; that of foreign mamages was smaller than in either of the 
years mentioned, with the exception of 1868, and smaller than 
the aggregate ; and the percentage of mixed mnrriageB was much 
larger than in either of the years mentioned, and lai^er than the 
aggregate ; indeed, it was almost twice as large as in 1860. 

AGES OP PER80K8 MAKRIED. 
The number of persons married at the different periods of life, 
in Rhode Island, in 1875, is given in Table V. onp^e & The 
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whole number ut maleH and ftimiiles marriuU at the diCfereot J 
periodfl of Ufe, in 187fi, was aa foUows :— J 
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From tha Tabl« on page 8, wo learn the following facta. One 
mau undur 25 married a woman over 40, and 8 men of the same 
^e married women over S5; one man under 35 married a 
woman over 50 ; one under 45 married a woman over 60. One 
fpA under 20 married a man over 50, two married men over 45, 
■nd one married a man over 40. One woman under 25 married a 
wmn over do, and another married one over 70. Four men over 
TO were married, and one over 75. Two women were married 
between the ^es of Go and 70. 

The following Table shows the number of persons that have 
been married in Rhode Island, at each period of life, in each of 
the hut ten yeara, viz., from 186tJ-lH75 induaive :— 
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It bu been already' stated, that the whole uumlMsr of marria 
in 1876 waa leas than iu either of the three preceding jra 


an. 
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From the preceding Table, we see that the number of marriages of 
persons under 20, was less than in ajty year since 1860 ; the number 
between 20 nnd 25, was greater than in the preceding year, though 
less than in the two previous years ; the number between 30 and 
35, was greater than in either of the years mentioned, with the 
exceptioQ of 1873; the number from 45 to 50 was the same as in [ 
the preceding year, and those from 50 to 55, and 65 to 70, greater 
than in the preceding year. 

The percentage of males and females married at different 
periods of life, in each of the last sixteen years, was as follows : — 
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We see from the above Table, that the percentage, both of 
males and females, marned under 20 in 1875, was less than in any 
year since 1865 ; the percentage of males from 20 to 25, was a 
little lai^er than in the preceding year, while that of females waa 
much Inrger than in 1874, and larger than in any year since 1866 ; 
the percent'\ge of females from 25 to 30, was much smaller thMi 
in 1874, and smaller than in any year since 1863, The percen- 
tage of mules from 30 to 40 was the same as in the preceding year, 
itn(i in the later periods, there was but a slight difference between 
these two years, in either sex. 




OOLOBED lUmUAGKS. 

In 1ST5, there were 7Q niMTMges unong oolnrrd p«i»on8 to 
Rliode Inland ; this is 4 leas thsu id 1874, aod T more tbKU in 
8; it is the suae number u in l$7i. 

) 76 marrogee of colored perwns in Rhode IsUnd in lS7a, 
I 48 in the citj of Providvpcv. 11 in Newport, 4 in 
, 2 escb in Warwick and Pawtuckct. and one each in 
Briatol. Corenlxy, New Shorvham, Crannton. Foet«r, Soituate, 
Hopkinton, North Kingstown and South Kingstown. 



DIVORCES. 




TIhi number of applications for divorce, in 1876, ' 
of these, 158 were granted, or 84 less than in 1874. 

The following Table present* for each county in the State, the 
number of applications for divorce, and the niimbcr grantt-il, in 
1475, with the cause or causes alleged. It will bo rt-nietnlicred 
that the application generully embnices a number of charges. In 
Kent count}', the number gninted included 8oni« that hod been 
oontjnued from the previous jear. 
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It will be seen £rom this Tiible, that as is usually ibe case, the 
largest number of appltcaiioDS allege the want of support, aud 
next comes wiiful desertion. The proportion of cases alleging 
adultery in IST5, was somewhat smaller than in 1ST4, while that 
of those alleging extreme cruelty and continued drunkenness, was 
much larger. 

The following Table presents the number of divorces granted in 
each county of the State, in each of the last seven years, with the 
proportion to the number of marri^es in each year : — 
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We are glad to find from the above Table, that in 1875 the pro- 
portion of divorces to marriages was so much smaller than in the 
previous year, and smaller than in any year since these returns 
were made. It will be lemembered that the number of marriages 
was less in 1875 ; but even this would not cover the difference. 
There is a marked reduction in both the number of applications for 
divorce, and in the number granted The diminution in the num- 
ber of divorces granted is most marked in Bristol and Provi- 
dence counties ; in Newport county aloue, is there an increase 
over last year. We would be glad to believe that succeeding 
years will show a still farther diminution in the number of appli- 
eatiniis for divorce, as well as in the number gmnted. 



DEATHS, 1875- 



The number of deaths reported in Khode Island in 1875, was 
4,317, or .S8 more than 1874, and 86 less than in 1873. In the 
city of Providence, in 1875, there were 1,915 deaths, or 77 less 
than in the preceding year, and ITS more than in 1873. From the 
TWble on page 52, we find that the death-rate of 1875 was one to 
every 59.8 of the popuUtton, or 16.7 in each 1,000. This propor 
tion is larger than in 1874, when it was one in 61.1. or 16,4 in 
each 1,000, but considerably smaller than in 187S, when it was one 
in 49.4 of the population, or 20.3 in cHch 1,000. 

In the city of Providence, in 1875, the death-mte was 19,02 to 
each 1,000 inhabitants In the city of no§ton. we find from the 
RejKirt of the SUte Hoard of Health for Massacbusetta. that it 
was, for (he same year, 26.18 per thoiuiaad 

SKX or URCKDBN'Tfi. 

Of the 4,317 decedents in 1875, 2,108 were malvf. and 2,209 
females. 

The following Tables Ehow the number and projiortion of males 
aad femalea among the decedents, and among the children bom in 
Khode Island, during the last twenty-three years : — 
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From the first of the above Tables it ia evident that in 1875 the 
proportionate mortality of malea was less than in 1874, and very 
nearly that of 1873, when the entire mortality was larger. 

Comparing the second of the above Tables with the fi(«t, we 
find that in 1875, the proportion of male births was larger than in 
the preceding year, the ratio of increase being about one half of 
that by which the mortality of males was diminished. Thus, 
among males, in 1875, there were 3 less deaths, and 51 more 
births, and among females 91 more deaths, and 9 less births, than 
in 1874. 

BEX AND BEASOK. 

Table VI, on pi^e 9, shows the sex of the decedents in each 
month in the year 1875, in each division of the State. 

The following Table shows the number and percentage of 
deaths in Rhode Island, in each quarter of the last four years, 
and in the aggregate for nineteen years, viz., from 1853-1871, 
inclusive : — 
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From this Table, we see that in 1S75, as usual, the largest per- 
centage of deaths was in the third quarter ; it was a little larger 
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tfa&D io the preceding Tear, bat mth thnt exception, the smallest 
in the precc-diiif; t«ii yeKni, and smuller than the iibovo i^gre^te. 
Id l87;"i, the smuUrat percentage of deaths was in the second 
quarter of the year, and this woa much smaller than in the curres- 
pnnding quarter in either of the two preceding years, though 
larger than the aggregate for nineteen yeart. The percentage of 
the firal quarter in 1S75, waa the largest for that quarter in ten 
years, there being but one year which came near Ui it, and that 
WM in 1867, when it was 2.5.17; it wad also much above the 
aggregate. The mortality of the first quarter of the year, aa 
has already been stated under the head of Meteorological, was 
largely due to the fatality of the disea^s of the air paasages, to 
which we shall again refer. The percentage of the last quarter 
in HTo, though a little above that of the preceding year, was 
below the aggregate. 

The following Table shows the number of deaths id aaoh month, 
in the order of mortality, for each of the last four years : — 



We see from thia Table, that in 1875, the largest monthly mor* 
tality was, as usual, in August, and the smallest in June. .Septem- 
ber occupies the second place, as it did in the preceding year, and 
February, which was thu lowest on the list of 1874. tttands in the 
third place. July, which ia ordinarily second or third on the list, 
oooupies Che neventh place, and January, which is genemllr low 
down on the list, stAnds fourth, in 1876. It will be obserTcd that 
in this Ibt, all the months from the second to the seventh, arc the 
cold months, and it has been shown under the head Metcorolagi- 
c*lt that three of these months were exceptionally cold. 

PARBKTA.OB OF TBS DRCEDEKT8. 

The p*renta;e of the decedents, in the State of Rhode Island, 
in 1875, determined by the birth-place of lh« fMkee of the dece- 
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dent, was as follows: Annriciin, 2,466; foreign, 1,851; total, 4,317. 
Seven towns reported no decedents of foreign parentage. Theise 
were, West Greenwich, Jnmestown, Middletown, New ^boreham, 
Foster, Exeter, and Hopldnton. The last two were not included 
in tfai3 list in the preceding year, otherwise it was the same. Six 
towns reported four or less decedents nf foreign parentage, viz. : 
Barrington, Little Conipton, Portsmouth, Giocester, Charlestown, 
and Richmond. Three towns in Providence county, and one in 
Bristol eounly, reported more deaths of foreign than of American 
parentage. These were, VVaiTcn, Cumberland, North Smithfield, 
and Woonsocket: these towns also reported more births of foreign, 
than of American parent^e. In the cily of Providence, in 1875, 
there were 87 more deaths of foreign than of American parentage. 
The i. llowing Table shows the number and percentage of the 
decedents of American and of foreign parentage in each of the 
last five years, and in the aggregate tor eighteen years, &Dm 1858 
—1875, inclusive. 
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We perceive from this Table, that the percentage of decedents 
of American parentage, in 1875, though larger than in 1874, was 
smaller than In 1873, and sinaller than the aggregate. 

AGE OP DECEDENTS. 

Table I gives the ^gregate and average age of the decedents, 
in each town and division of the State, in 1875. The number of 
decedents of each sex, in each division of ages is shown for each 
town in the Siate, in Table VII, beginning on piige 10. 

From Table I, we find that the average age of all the males 
who died in Rhode Island in 1875, was 29.72 years, and the aver- 
age age of all the ft-male decedents was 32.75 years. These ages 



2>etUk», 

•re a little above those of tlie preceding yeur. The grfat«st 
avei^e age, in any town in the Statv, wa« 55.68 years, in Gloccs- 
tvr, and the least was 19.71 years, in Lincoln. In nix towns in the 
Slate the average ^e was leaa than in the city of Providence. 
These were, Warren, Cumberland, Lincoln, North Providence. 
North Smithiield. and Woonsockel. 

The following Table showa the average age of the deoedenbi 
in each division of the 8tate, in each of the laat four years, and 
aUo in the aggregate for three periods of five years each, vie. : fiDtn 
, laoh-lBlJa, from 1868-l«(i7, and from I86r^-I87:i: — 
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We see from this Table, that in 187o, the aveisge age of all 
tbe decedents in Rhode Island was gretit^r than in either of the 
ihree preceding }'ears, and greater than the aggrcgnte in two of 
the above period!) : it waa. however, less than in 1878, when it 
was 88.52 years. In 187.5, the avpragc nge of tlie dccedcota in 
Biistol and Wiudiiogton counties was less than in either of the 
three preceding yenis. In the other divisions of the State, with 
the exception of Kent county, it was greater than in either of the 
e yean, and in Kent it was greater than in 1874. For tlic 
post three years, the average nge of the decedents in the towns of 
Providence ooutity has been greater than in the city of I'rovi- 
deoce. Dnriiig the year 1875, two persons died who were re- 
ported to be ov<'r one hundred years of age. Both were femalem 
and both of IrLsb parentage ; one waa in Newport, aged 103 yearsi 
one in Pawtufkct, aged iO'2 year*. 



PBIiOESTAOE OF UEOEDESTS AT ttlFFBKRST AOIUi. 
The following Table shows the percentage of decedents, in 
division of nges. in each of the hut ten vearrt, and in the 
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gate for two I erit (1b, one of ttn jfars and seven months, fiom 
June 1st. 1852, to December U&t, 18ti2, inclusive, aod one fiom 
1B63-1872, inclusive :— 
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We see from this Table, that in 1875, the percentage of deaths 
undei' one year, and at all ages above 20, was larger than in 1874, 
that of those from 1-20 was smaUer. The jiercentage of deaths 
under one year in 1^75 was larger than in either year given, with 
the exception of 1872, and larger than the aggregate of either 
period. The percentage of ihe period from 1-2 was smaller in 
1875. than in either of the precedingyears given, with the excep- 
tion of 1871, and smaller than either of the aggregates : that from 
2-5 was smaller than in either of the two preceding years. B 

colobeh deckdbmts. ^^^H 

The number of deaths among colored persons in Rhode Ishmo^^ 
in 1875, was 169, or 18 more than in 1874. These deaths oc- 1 
cnrred in ihe different towns in the State as follows : Providence 1 
city 109, Newport and South Kingstown each 13. Cranston 10, | 
Warren and Lincoln each 3, Bristol, East Greenwich, Warwick, 1 



Charlestown, North KingstowD and We»t«rly, iwch 2, ud New 
Shorehan , Tiwrton, North Providvoce, PawtDoket, Soituate and 
Wuoiuocket each one. 

.%-x. Of these deathx, 66 were of mules, and 108 of females. 

Sea$<m. These deaths occurred in the different montha of the 
year, aa tollowa : — 



The average agt ol the colored decedent* in 1875 was as foU • 
lows : — 



FrmUxHct City. 



SFBDCABT OV COLORKD POFULATIOH. 

1 he number of births, marriages and deaths among the colored 
population of Rhode Island, in the several divisions of the State, 
in 1875, aa compared with the entire colored populatiou, ia aa 
loUowv : — 
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There were fewer births and marriages, and more deaths, among 
the colored population, in proportion to their number, in 1875, 
than in the previous year, as will be seen by comparing the fig- 
ures above given for the whole State, with the following for 1874 : 
births one to every 30.9, one person married in every 39.2, one 
person died in every 41.5, of the population. 

The following Table shows the number of births, marriages, 
and deaths, among the colored population of Rhode Island, in 
each of the last fifteen years : — 

1861 97births 90 nurrUb^ 109 deathi>. 

1 802 96 birthfl i3 inarriage« 90 deaths. 

1863 73 birtb« 68 marriages 104 deathr. 

1864 60 birthfl 3^ marriages 121 deaths. 

186*> 87 births 51 marriages 1S9 deaths. 

1866 124 births 66 marriasrea 123 deaths. 

1867 144 births 61 marriages 106 deaths. 

186S 147 births 84 marriages Ill deaths. 

1869 136births 70 marriages 133 deaths. 

1870 168birihs 70 marriages 128 deaths. 

1871 146 births 64 marriages 116 deaths. 

1S72 171 births 76 marriages 184 deaths. 

1873 163birthff 69 marriages 160 deaths. 

1874 170 births 80 mnrriages 151 deaths. 

1876 166 births 76 marriages. 169 deaths. 

Total 1,937 births 922 marriages 1,933 deaths. 

We thus see that there were fewer births than in any year since 
1871, fewer marriages than in the previous year, and more deaths 
than in either of the two preceding years. In 1875, the deaths 
exceeded the births by 13, while for each of the preceding nine 
years, with one exception, 1872, the births have exceeded the 
deaths. For the whole period of fifteen years, the births exceeded 
the deaths by only three ; at the close of fourteen years, or in 
1874, this excess was 17. 
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The wbolo number of dvalhii in Rhode Tsltind, in 1 >*76, as liiw 

idy been stared, was 4,817. In Table!) VIII, IX, and X, wo 

tven tbe wx. age, and paren'.iipe of the decedents, from each 

B of death, together with the number from eaub cause, in each 

finontfa of the year and the percentage of mortality from ea;:h cause, 

bid fn>m each rlass of c^mses. in each <]ittaion of the State. 

The number of deaths from unknown causes returned ia 1875 
Was 207, including two casett of sudden death. Tliiiiis an increatie 
of of) over the numbir of 1874, and 10 le^ than that reported in 
, 1»7S. 

The following Table shows the wh"Ie number of deaths reported 
, in 1t<7o. in each diviMon of theState and the number and prnpor- 
' tion of deaths in each dtvuion, fur which no cause wiut assigned : — 
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The following Table shows the proportion of the number of 
deaths report^'d as unknown, in each diviJiiou of the State, and in 
th« whole Stale, for each of the lost thirteen jvAta : — 
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It iii erident from the above Table, that the increase in the nuF^ 
\f^ of unknown deathii is chieflr dae to the counties of Kent a^ 
Wa.«ibinj(t/j'n^ in each of which the proportion is neariy doable tha* 
of the f/rftceding year. The proportion thus returned in the city ^ 
of Providence in 1875 is less than in either of the years mentioned, 
with the exception of 1873 ; so small a number is extremely cred- 
itable Xa} the registration of the city. 

PRINCIPAL CAUSES OF DEATH. 

7*he followincr Table gives the thirteen principal causes of death 
in Hhodf; Inland, with the number reported from each cause, in 
<!iicli of the last three years, and in the aggregate for twenty years 
and seven months, from June Ist, 1852, to December Slst, 1872 : — 
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We Bee from this Table thai, in 1870t as nlways, Consuinption 
hesdii the list, and with a largely increased mortality. FneuiDoiiia 
comes second, instead of fourth as in 1874, or fifth an in 1873, and 
with a great increase in the number of deaths. Cholera Infantum 
retains the same jilace it had in 1874. hut vrith an increased mor- 
tality. Scarlatina has dropp«d down from the second to the sixth 
place, and Dijihtherta does not appear in the li^L The demhs 
from thisUt1«r disease, in 1876, were butSS, the smallest onmber 
Ainco 1870, when it ivas the «ame. as it was also in 1S69. 

The following Table shows the sex. parentage, and ages of the 
decedents, with the season and locality of their deaths, in con- 
iipction with sixteen of the most important causes of death, in 
Rhode Island, in 1975 :— 
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Tu>enty-Tfiird Jt^fftstratum Heport. [1875. 

We may reiDitik here, before proceeding to consider some of 
the factR presented in this Table, that there were, in 1875, but 4 
deaths fiom Small Pox, as compared with 8 in 1874, and 2d in 
1873. 

The deaths fmm Suicide, in 1875, were 26, a much larger niun- 
ber than in any year since 1870, when it was ihe ^ame. In 1874, 
there were 18 cases of suicide, and 8 in 1873. This large nuin- 
ber of suicides and the small number of marriageM in 1875 are, 
perha[ie, indications of the depressed condition of all commercial 
matters in this State during the past year. Of these 26 suicides 
in 1875, 16 were men of the ages varying &om 20 to 65, 4 of Ihem 
being above 60 ; and of the 26 cases, 14 were American, a pro- 
portion that would perhaps harilly have been expected. 

In looking at the preceding Table, one can scarcely fail to he 
struck with some cuiiosities which it preseuts us a collection of 
figures. Thus, the apparently iecipi{>calrelatiousbt.-tweeii the vex 
and parentage of the decedents from Cholera Infantum, from 
Croup and Diphtheria, the equatiiy of the sexes in the deaths from 
Diphtheria, Dysenten", Typhoid Fever and Hooping Cough, and 
the equality of parentage in the decedents fiom Meningitis, aie, to 
say the least, quite curious. 

ACCIDENTS. 

In 1875, there were 130 deaths from Accident, including 6 from 
poisoning, and 35 from drowning. In 1874. there were 120 deaths 
from accident, including 5 from poisoning, and 39 from diowning. 
In 1876, there were 12 deaths from railroad accidents, while in 
both 1874 and in 1873, there were 16 : of the 12 deaths in 1875. 
10 were of foreign parentage, and 3 were under 20 years of age. 
Of the whole number of deaths from accidents, in 1875, 77 per 
cent were males, 56 per cent were of foreign parentage, itnd 
almost 20 per cent, were under five years of age. 

CBOUF ASD DIPHTHEKIA- 

There weie 96 deaths from Croup, in 1875, and 33 from Diph- 
theria: the former is probably the largest number ever reported 
in Rhode Inland from ihis cause. We give below a Table showing 
the deHtlis from each of these diseases in each of the last ten yean, 
and the sex and jiarentage of the decedents : — 
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We tboB see, thmt while in 1875 the deaths from Croup were hr 
more numerouB than in either of the preccdiug yean, the dvatbfl 
from Diphtbem were I<«i tli&ii in any year unco 1 870. We doubt 
Dot that many of the deaihn are placed under one of thcao licatU 
when they might with ei(ual propriety be clsMed under thv other. 
Indcvd, there are those nho maintain that tht-iv is no distinction 
b«twreii the livo dtseasea. Witliout asM-nting to thia pTvpo>Jtioii, 
WL' admit the difficulty of defining the Inie Itniita u( each drseasv 
in a large number of cases, but it does not belon*; to us to discuas 
this poinL We observe (hat for the past ten years, acoordinf; to 
the returns, Croup haa caused maay more deaths than Uiphthrria. 
lo C roup the disparity Itctween the sexra is a trifle lar^r, but the 
r deaths LB amonf; males, and in Diplitiivha among fe- 
le majoiity ' ( the ducedents from Cmup are of foreign 
^, and from Diphtheria of American parentage. 
All the decedcnis from Croup, in iHTo, antJ all hut tlire« fr-m 
Diphtheria, were unfler 10 yean of age, and of the 9<j decedents 
I CrDU|i, 56 wen in ibe city of Pravidence, and :fti in the 
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towns of Providence county. These deaths in the city of Provi- 
dence give a mortality from Croup of 0.55 per thousand ; in the 
city of Boston, where the mortality from this cause was, in 1875, 
nearly double the mean of the previous ten years, it was 0.64 per 
thousand. Of the deaths from Croup, 37 occuiTcd in the first 
three months and 44 in the last three months of the year. Of 
the 33 decedents from Diphtheria, 14 were in the city of Provi- 
dence, and 8 in the towns of Providence county. 

SCARLATINA. 

The number of deaths from this cause, in 1875, was 185, while in 
the preceding year it was 462. Of these deaths, in 1875, 125 were 
in the first five months of the year, the largest monthly number, 
30, being in January, and of the whole number 106 were under 
five years of age. 

The following Table presents, for each of the last twenty-one 
years, the whole number of deaths, the number from Scarlatina, 
with the percentage of the whr>le number, the sex and parentage, 
from 1865, of the decedents, and the number of decedents in 
each division of the State : — 
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or UiR 2,161 deaths from ScarlHUna, from IdGS-lSiS, bcliuive, 
1,269 were of children under five years of age. 


CBOLKBA DJPANTtlM. 


The number of deaths from Cholera Infantum, in 187,'>, was 318. 
or 63 more thati in 1874. Of the»e 318 deaths in 1875, V>6 weiv 
tndeft, and 162 fpmales : 155 were of American, and IfiS of fonrign 
ptrentage ; 234 were under one year, and 68 between onp and 
twi> yenTR Of thi-so deaths. 136 ncciirrwl in the ejty of Provi- 
dence, and 108 in the towiisof i*rovidonco county. 
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The following Table shows the numlier of deaths from Cholera 
Infantum, for each of the last eleven years, with the sex and par- 
entage of the decedents, and the number in each division of the 

State:— 
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We find from this Table that, in 1875. there was a marked in- 
crease in the decedents of American parentage as compared with 
the preceding years. In the city of Providence, the deaths from 
Chok-ra Infantum, in 1875, were 1.35 to each 1,000 of the popula- 
tion ; in Boston, in the same year, they were 1.98 per 1,000. Of 
the whole number of deaths in eleven years from Cholera Infan- 
tum, 47.26 per cent, were of American, and 52.74 per cent, of for- 
eign parentage. 

CONSDMPTtOK. 

18T5, was 650, or 121 more than in 1^74, and considerably larger 

than has ever been reported. The krgest number of monthly 

was 65, in the mouth of January, which, it will be remem- 

1 



bered, wbb exceaaively colrl ; it is probatily the largest nnmber ort^r 
reported from tins causu iu any eingle monih. 

Tlie following Table kIiowh the total nuoiber of dcatlis from all 
htoim eansef, with the ntiniber and peicentage from Consumption, 
in thv xeveial divisions of the State, in each of the Ithtt tvn yean, 
and in the aggregate for sixteen years viz. : from lhGO-1876, inclti- 
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From this Table we see that, while the number of deatha from 
Conauniption in 1875 was so much larger than in either of the 
other yeai-s mentionetl, the proportionate mortality from this cause 
was lai^er in each of the years preceding 1872; in 1875 it was 
smaller than the aggregate for 16 years. The proportionate mor- 
tality from CoDEumptioQ, in 1875, in Washington county, was 
smaller than in either of the years mentioned. 

The following Titble shows the population of the State, the 
number of deaths from Consumption, and the number to each 1,000 
of the population in given years in each of which a census of the 
population was taken. 
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In the city of Providence, in 1876, the number of deaths from 
Consumption was 297, or 2.95 to each 1,000 inhabitants ; in Boston 
for the same year, the deaths from Consumption were 3.86 to each 
1,000 inhabitjints. 

It is gratifying to see from the above Table, that the re is a grad- 
ual, if slight, diminution in the proportionate mortality from Con- 
sumption. 

PNEUMONIA AND CONGERTION OF THE LUNGS. 

There were 400 deaths reported from Pneumonia and Conges- 
tion of the ].iungs, in Rhode Island, in 1875. As has been said, this 
is by far the largest number ever reported from these causes, and 
this large mortality was without doubt due to the extreme se- 
verily of the weather in the first quarter of the year. 

The following Table shows, for each of the last eleven years, 
the whole number of dcitths, the number from these causes, witii 
the percentage of the whole number, the sex and pareniage of 
the decedents, anil the number in each division of the State : — 
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And the following Table shows the ages of the decedents from 
these diseases in each of the same years : — 
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We see from the first of these Tables, that the percentage of 
mortality from these causes, in 1875, was far larger than in any 
previous year. The number of deaths thus produced <'imounted to 
1.55 to each thousand of the inhabitants ; in the city of Providence 
the death rate from these diseases was 1.97 to each 1,000 of the in- 
habitants, or 10.34 per cent, of the entire mortality : in the city of 
Boston, for the same year, the deaths from Pneumonia constituted 
7.43 per cent, of the entire mortality. All the divisions of the 
State participated in the increased mortality from these causes ; 
even in Newport county, which possei?ses the mildest climate of 
the State, the deaths were more than three times the number of 
the previous year. The equality in the sexes in the mortality for 
1875 is quite remarkable, and it is even more so when we look at 
the total for eleven years. From the second of the above Tables, 
we find, in 1875, a large increase in the number of deaths under five 
years of age, and in all the decades above 30. For the relation 
between the mortality of these diseases and the severity of the win- 
ter, we would refer the reader to the head of Meteorological, re- 
minding him that the Tables there presented include simply 
Pneumonia. 

DISEASES OP THE HEART. 

There were 186 deaths reported from Diseases of the Heart, in 
Rhode Island, in 1&75 : this is 28 less than in 1874, and less than 
in any year since 1871. 

The following Table shows, for each of the last eleven years, the 
whole number of deaths, the number from these diseases, with the 
percentage of the whole number, the sex, and parentage of the de- 
cedents, and the number in each division of the State : — 



1875.] 



Cau$eH of Death, 



9a 



YKAKS. 



8 



1 

6 . 

a 

i I 



s 



3,406 
2.970 



DI8KASKS OP TUG IIKART. 



o 

a 
p 
'A 



1663 

1886 

1867 2.889 

1868 2^12 

1869 3.382 

1870 3,238 

IWl 8.314, 

1872 4^7 

1873 4,403 

1874 4.«iyi' 

1875 \ 4.6I7 ' 



a 



fKX. 



J 






PAEBMT*OK. 



..I. 



a 



I 



98 
116 
114 
116 
128 
117 
IM 
189 
188 
214 
lit 



I 



2.N8 
3.87 
3.94 
3.96 
3.78 
8.61 
4.80 
4.46 
4.20 
606 
4.31 



Toul. ..,139,336 1,610 



61 
58 
67 
68 
76 

n 

78 
104 

83 
109 



1. 



47" 

57 

47 

68 

63 

40 

66 

86 
It 6 
106 
IQrt 



I 

9m 



66 

»! 

81 
79 
79 

n 



lldj 
122 

150 

j 

113< 



33 
26 
33 
37 
49 
40 
63 
70 
67 
61 
73 



DtrmiONt OP THE STATB. 




4.09! mi; 766; 1.066 544 



a 
a 

5 

s 



•- ■ o rr 5 - 






l"-^ i 



6 
8 
9 
8 

13 

10 
7 
9 

11 
6 

13 



I 



8 
10 

7 
12 
11 

8 

8 
10 
14 
28 
22 



I 



27 
41 
37 
36 
36 
36 
42 
50 
48 
60 
49 



a a 

II 



49i 



99: 13K 469 



47 

40 

I 

49 
« 
62 
50 
77 
98 
101 
106 
88 



n4 



6 

9 

8 

4 

4 

1 

6 

13 

11 

18 

IS 

91 



And the following Table shows the ages of the decedents from 
these diseases in each of the same years : — 
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From the fiist of these Tables we perceive that the percentage 
of morlality from these {'ifeat-es, in 1875, was less than in 1S74 
and 1872, and a trifle lai^er than in 1873. Compiiring 1875 with 
the previous year, we find that as to aex the decrease in mortality 
was ahnoBt entirely among males, and ai> lo parentage it waa among 
those of American, there being an increase in the number of dece 
dents of foreign parentage. Kent county was the only division of 
the State in which the mortality was increased over that of last 
year ; in the towns of Providence county it was within one of the 
same number ; in the city of Providence it was smaller than in 
any year since 1871. From the second of the above Tables, we 
find that there was an increase in these deaths in the decade from 
50 to 60, and quite a diminution in the decade from 60 to 70. 
dPOPLEXY AND PAEALYSIB. 

There were 166 deaths from Apoplexy and Paralysis in the State ! 
of Hhode IslanO, in 1875, or 10 more than in the preceding year. 

The f.jUowing Table shows, for each of the last eleven years, 
the number of deaths from these causes, with the percentage of 
the whole number, the sex and parentage of the decedents, and the 
number in each division of the Slate : — 
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The follciwing Table shows the ages of the <lecedents frnm thei 
\, ia each of the same years : — 
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We see from the first of these Tables, that while the number of 
deaths from these diseases was larger, in ISTd, than in tlio pre- 
vious year, the percentage of the entire mortality wua amiiUer. 
There were fewer males, and more females among these decedunte 
than in 1874 : ihere was aUo an increase in the number of dece- 
dents of American parentage, and a decrca-^o in tho*© of foreign 
parentage. As lo the different divisions of the Slate, there was s 
diminution in Kristol and Washington counties, and an increase 
in the other divisions of the State, especially in tlie city of Prori- 
deoce. 

Fmra the second of tho above Tables, we 6nd thnt thi^re waa an 
inoreoae in the number of decedents below ^0 yi-tkt^ of age, and in 
the decadct from 40 [o 60, and TO to tfO: fntm tiO to 70 Uirre waa 
an increase of one. 
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TYi'HOID FEVER. 

The number of dealhs from Typhoid and TyphiLs Fever, in 1875, 
was 146, or 20 more than in 187 4, and 19 less than in 1873, There 
was one di ath reported from Typhus Fever in 1876. 

The following Table shows the whole number of deaths, the 
niimlier from Typhoid and Typhus Fever, with the percentage of 
the whole number, the sex and parentage of the decedents, and 
the number in each division of the State, for each of the laat 
eleven years : — 
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The following Table shows the ages of the decedents, in each of 
the same yeaiB : — 
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We see bom tbe first of these Tatilea that, in 1875, the pv^ce^tl^(« 
of the entire mortality caused by these diseases wiu somewhat 
larger than in the [treceding year. A» to the sexes, ttio ittcn-ti«e 
waa very nearly equally divided, but in parentage, the iocrea»« 
was entirely among those of American paientage, (ht-re being h 
diminution in the number of decedents of foreign parentiige. As 
to the diviaions of the State, we And a decrea^e of mortality from 
this cause in Kent county, and iin increase in the other divisions 
of the State, with the exception of Bristol county, wheiv, asta.it 
year, there was one death. In the city of I'rovidence, the deaths 
from Typhoid Fever were 0.fi9 to each 1,(HK) iuhahiiaiits ; in Bos- 
ton, for the name year, they were 0,6;) to each 1,(M>0. There uas 
an increase in the number of deaths under lU yean of age, in each 
of the decades from from 20 to ,'iO, and in that from tiO to 70. 

Lootcini; at the total for eleven years, we find that of the dece- 
dents, 48 3 per cent, were male», ami GOM per eenL were of Amer- 
icao parentage, and of these deaths for eleven yenra 36.S per cent 
occurred in the towns of I'rovtdenoe county, and SS.& percent, io 
the city of I'roviiience. 

Iq conci usion. we present in the foUnwing Table a eEim|)arison of 
the leliitive mortality of the different diseases that we have con- 
aidered of the last few pages. 
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The following Table presents the percentage of the entire mor- 
lality from the given diseases, for each of the last ten years, and 
for the aggregate of eleven years : — 
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ConKnmption 15.1 

PDCumoniA ' 9.3 
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We find from this Table that, in 1875, the percentage of the 
entire mortality due to Consumption and Typhoid Fever was 
below the aggregate for eleven years ; that of Apoplexy and 
Paralysis was the same, while that of Diseases of the Heart was 
slightly above, and that of Pneumonia considerably larger, than the 
aggregate. In 1875, it is evident tliat Typhoid Fever stxinds fifth 
on the list, and in the aggregate, fourth. 

Finally, we present the following Table, showing, foi 1875, the 
proportiomite mortiility to each 1,000 of the population, in each 
division of the State, and for the whole State, from all diseases, 
and from the diseases which we have considered, and also the 
proportionate mortality in the whole State for 1874 : — 
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1875.] Cauneis of Death. 1^9 

We see from this corap.irisoii, that the de.ith rAt\? in IS75 was a 
little larger than in 1874. The (Hflfeience iii the inorcality of the 
above diseases iu these two vears is mo>t marked in Pneiinnaiia 
and Scarlatina. With regard to the divisions of the State, wi* find 
that in 187.*), in Bristol county, the rate of mortality of Cholera In- 
fantum is nearly equad to that ol Consumption. In Kent county. 
Scarlatina comes next to Consumption ; in Newport county. Dis- 
eases of the Heart, closely followed by Pneumonia ; in the towns 
of Providence county, Cholera Infantum ; in the city of Provi- 
dence, and in Washington county. Pneumonia succeeds Consump- 
tion. The rate of mortality in Consumption, Pneumonia and 
Croup, was the Largest in the city of Providence ; in Cholera Infan- 
tum it was largest in Bristol county ; in Scarlatina, in Kent 
county ; in Diseases of the Heart, in Newport county, jis in 1?<74 ; 
in Typhoid Fever, in Washington county ; in Apoplexy and Pa- 
nilysis, in Newport county, and in Diphtheria, in Wjishington 
county. The smallest death- late from Consumption and from Scar- 
latina was in Newjjort county ; from Pneumonia, in the towns of 
Providence county, as also from Diphtheria, which was. however, 
the same as in Bristol county ; from Cholera Infantum, in Kent 
county ; from Diseases of the Heart, Typhoid Fever and Croup, in 
Bristol county, and fit)m Apoplexy and Paralysis in Washington 
county. 
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CENSUS OF 1875. 



According to custom, we append to the Report for this year, 
various Tables, showing the relations between the populacion 
and the returns of Registration. These Tables are compiled from 
the statistics of the census for 1875, as given in Table XIX of the 
Census Report. Such Tables have appeared m each of the Regis- 
tration Reports for the year, or the next following that, in which 
a census of the State has been taken. Owing to the promptness and 
activity of the efficient Superintendent of the Census, Dr. E. M. 
Snow, we are enabled to embody these results in the present report 
where they properly belong. 

The entire population of the State of Rhode Island, according 
to the Census of 1870, was 217.353, and by the present census of 
1875, it was 258,239, showing a gain in the five yeai-s of 40,886. 

Census of 1876. — Population accokding to Ages, Sex, 

AND Percentage. 



AGES. 



MALEH. 



Under 1 year... 

1 and under '2. 

2 and under 5. 
Total under 5.. 



Number. 


Per 
cent. 


3,140 
2,540 
8,091 


2.50 
2.02 
6.44 



F> MALLS. 



Number. 



3,167 
2,614 
8.204 



Per 
cent. 



2.38 
1.97 
6.18 



TOTAL POPULATION, 



! Per 
Number. ' cent. 
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5 and under 10, 
10 and under 15. 
15 and under 20. 
20 and undergo. 
.SO and under 40. 
4(J and under 50. 
50 and under 60. 
60 and under 70. 
70 and under 80. 
80 and under 90. 
- -,ver 
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10.74 

9.83 

8.90 

10.;]5 

19.93 

14.61 

10.88 

7.42 

4.58 

2.13 
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0.06 



tif 1875. — Pvpydalim aerordivg to A$t*, ^c. lOl 

We obeierve from tliis Tnblo that, after ono year, tliun- u a gntd- 
ual rise in ihe perceut^e of euch period of lifu up to 2i<, with the 
exception of the pericul fmin tO to lA, From 'JU Ui 30 the nmximiim 
\* rt'ftcheil, iiiiil there iit & ntt-aily decliae in all the peiioda of lifi.*. 
C'ojiii>aniig the two scx<.9i, we fuid there in a predominaaci: itf males 
in all the periods up to 16 years. From lo to itU the females iire 
the most uumerous. In the deuadea from BO to 70, the sexes arc 
alleruittely the n]0>t l>umelOU!^ and from 70 on, the females show 
the hir^esC percentage. Nearly half Uie population, ur over 4» 
per cent, are included in the periods from 'JO to 60 yi-Ant of age, 
coniiidoring either the ii, dividual eexts, or tJie population aa a 
whole. 

The following Table shows a comparison between the |i«rcen- 
tages of the Mexes iit tlie difTerent ages, Hcconliog to the census 
taken hi each of the given years : — 
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Comparing the percentages of the whole populaticn in the above 
Table, we find that, in 1875, there was a larger percentage than in 
either of the other years, in the Total under 5, and in the periods 
from 15 to 40 ; from 40 to 90 the percentage was less than in the 
other years. Looking at the different sexes, we find that the per- 
centage of males has steadily increased, being nearly one percent, 
larger than it was ten years ago. In 1875, the percentage of males 
is the largest under one year; from 2 to 5 it is the smallest, and 
again the largest from 20-40 : in each decade from 40-90 it is the 
smallest, while over 90 it remains the same for the three years. 
The percentage of females, in 1875, was the lai^gest in the periods 
tinder 2, from 15-30 and from 70-80 ; it was the smallest in the 
periods from 10-15, from 30-40, from 50-70, and from 80-90. 

We have already stated, that the increase of the population from 

1870 to 1875 was 40,886. In this period, there were 29,641 living 

l)irths,and 20.540 deaths, or an excess of 9,101 births over deaths. 

Thus, there has been an accession to the population of 31,785 from 
without. 

We proceed to consider in detail, some of the statistics of the 

census of 1875, in reference to the Registration returns for the 

same year. 

BIRTHS. 

The following Table shows the number of women between 15 
and 50 years of age in each division of the State, the number of 
children born, and tlie proportion of births to the number of wo- 
men, together with the same facts for 1870, and the proportion of 
children to women of the same age, in 1865: — 



DIVISIONS OF THE STATE. 



Bristol County 

Kent County 

Newport C<muty 

Providence County, Towns 

Providence City 

Wttflilngtoti County 

Whole State 




1875.] 



CentuB of 1875. — MarriageM. 
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We thus see that there has been a icnstant increase in the 
whole State in the proportion of womm btaring children. This 
is true of all the divisions of the State in \><1i) as compared with 
I860; com[>ared with lh7o there is a diminution in the number 
in Bristol and Kent counties. In 1^7"), the towns of Providence 
county show the largest proportion, and in thi.*< division alone is 
the proportion hirger than in the city of Providence : tlie smallest 
pro|)crtion is in Kent county. The Census Tables, so far as pub- 
lished, do not give us the ages of the women as to nationality, 
and we are, therefore, unable to pursue the comparison as to the 
relative increase in the native and foreign population. 

MARRIAGES. 

Assuming fifteen as the lowest age at which any person would 
be married, we pres^ent the following Table of mamages, in 1875, 
in connection with age, sex and pi^pulation : — 
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The ages of two males and four females were not stated in the 
marriage returns, and are therefore omitted. 

The following Table shows a comparison of the proportions of 
males and female^ married at the given siges. in the three Ia>t 
census years : — 
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We thus see that there is a decided decrease in the proportion 
of marriages to the population, whether we compare 1875 with 
1870, or with 1865. Looking at the different sexes, we find that 
this is true of males in all the periods of life up to 60, above 
which, in 1875, the proportion was larger than in 1870. Compar- 
ing these two years together, there was a most marked diminution 
in the proportion of males maiTied under 20. Among females 
under 30, the proportion of marriages in 1875 was smaller than in 
1870 or in 1865, and from 30 to 40 it was larger than in either of 
those years. The largest proportion of marriages in each year, 
and in each sex, was in the decade from 20-30. 

DEATHS. 

The following Table shows the population of the State by sex 
and age in 1875, with the deaths of each sex, at all known ages, 
from all causes, and the proportion of the same to the popu- 
lation : — 
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We see from thi« Tnble that, La 1875. tli« Urgast proportionAte 
mortality wan in tlint jiertod of life in which the population was iho 
Bmallttst, i. <.'., tivor HQ. and tho next largest under 1 year. From Dn« 
yearwpwftrd the proportionate mortality dimiDiabcs with ttachi>e* 
riod of life until it rc-acb^s the minimum from lO-lo years. The lai;g- 
est numhiT of doaths with ih** exception nf thr,m' under one year, 4»d 
the largest popnlution. is found in the decade from 20-;iO ; the propor- 
tionate mortality, however, atanda nearly midway Iwtween the two 
extremea t~^omparing the two at^xea, we find that in ihe I.otal, there 
is bat a alight difference in the mortality, but in looking at tho 
rarious periods of life, there are ttome marked differences. Under 
out! year and from 2-.1 theri- were more deaths among males than 
femalrs, and more in the total under five years of ai;e. From 6-10 
there were more among male^ than among females, and from 10-40 
more among fcmalos than males. From4iJ upwards the largest 
proportionate inortiUty va.* among males. 

Tho following Table shows the proportionate mortality of the 
sexes, and of the whole population, at the difTerent porioda of life, 
lor the tiwae years 1875, tci70, aDdlH65:— 
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From the above Table, we see that for the total population the 
proportionate mortality of 1875 was greater than 1870 and leas 
than 1865. The same is true of nearly all the periods of life, 
the exceptions are fi-om 15-30, when it wus smaller in 1875 than in 
eitheiof the other years, and from 40-50, when it was larger. Look- 
ing lit the different cexes, we find that the proportionate mortality 
of males was the smallest in 1875 in the periods of life from 1-2 
years, from 10-30, and from 50-60, and that it was the largest in 
the periods from 40-50 and from SO-SOyears : in the other periods 
of life it was greater than in 1870, andle&i^ than in 1805. Among 
females, the proportionate mortality of 1875 was, in every period 
of life, greater than in 1870. and leas than in 1865, with the single 
exception of the period from 15-20 years, when it was leas than 
in either of the other years. 

The following Table shows the rate of mortality per 1000 in- 
habitants living, at each of the designated periods of life, for the 
city of Providence, for the rest of the State, and for the whole 
State:— 



DEATHS PKR 1,000 INHABITAMTS.— IBTL 
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We see from this Table, that in all the perioda, the prnpovtion- 
ate mortality was larger in the city of Providence than in the 
rest of the State : the difference is most marked in the mortality 
of those under 1 year, and it is the smallest in that of the popu- 
lation over 5 years of age. In the city of Boston, for 1876, the pro- 
portionate mortality at the same periods of life, per 1000 of the 
inhabitants, as given in the lieport of the State Board of Health. 



Under 1 jeHr 378 g 

Uuilor years SIt.N 

Over G yenrs 18.8 

At aU aKOH S9,l 



We Uiu« sea a very great difference in Uie oompantire morial- 
ttjr of the two cities, especiallj in thu period oC life andur one 
year of age. 

We will DOW proceed to confddor some of the diflsaaes already 
meDtioued in this report, with special reference to tlio perioda of 
life at which the largest raurtaUty occurred, and lo the number i>f 
inhahitanta of tht^ aiime >ige. We shall, for ibia purpose, »\tovr the 
ratio to each 1000 of the inhabitants of the given age. We 
should have adopted this method in the previous Tables, but for 
the sake of cuiupnnson with previous reports. 

(^naumptiaH, — Tbe entire mortality from thin caune, In 18T5, 
as has been stated, wa4 2.5 per 1000 of the inhabitants Uviog, 
Of the 66U deaths, there were 325, or about one half, between the 
ages of 20 and 40, as follows : — 



Toul lifT . or 3 6 |«r I.Mn Uvlait 

Pram »— «0 til MalM.... ^w 3 3 par 1,000 III lor 

13 FamalM or 8.8 pet l.OOV Utluic 

Totkl ...lot tn- 3.1 pM 1,000 lldDK. 

We thus see that the largest rate of mortal!^ from consump- 
tion was among women between the agt-s of 2U and :tO. The pro- 
portionate mortality among males was greater in the period from 
8(MI0 years, tliait in tliat from 20-30, and the iiro[>orUor)ate mor> 
taltty among women from SO— 10 yeiuit, was greater than among 
men in eithi-r period. 

Oid Age. — Of the 2ll> deaths in 1875. rotunied under this head, 
65 were from 70-80, and 146 ovtT 80. We therefore have the 
following as the rate of mortality : — 
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We have in this Table carried out the pro{K>rtionate rate per 
1,000, although the whole male population over tJO yean of age 
WW but GIO. We find from tliix Table, that the rute of mortality 
WIS larger among men than women in vaib jwriod uf life, bui cm- 
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pecially in the period over 80, in which the female population was 
nearly twice that of the male. 

Pneumonia and Congestion of the Lungs. — We have already 
seen that the mortality from these diseases was 1.55 per thousand 
of the inhabitants living. Of the 400 deaths repoited from these 
causes, 120 were under 5 years of age, and 104 in the period 
from 60-80, as follows : — 

Under 5 years 62 Males or 4.5 per 1,0C0 \\\\nf;. 

68 Females or 4.2 per 1,000 living. 

Total 120 or 4.3 per 1,000 livinii;. 

From 00—70 30 Males or 5.6 v>er 1,000 livinff. 

31 Females or 4.8 per 1,000 liviog. 

Total CI or 5.2 per 1,000 liTing. 

From 70—80 14 Males or 6.2 i)er 1,(.00 living. 

20 Females or 9.0 per 1,000 living. 

Total 43 or 78 p«r 1,000 living. 

This Table shows that the proportionate mortality from these 
diseases was greatest in the period fiom 70-80 years of age, and 
least in the period under five, although in the latter the deaths 
were almost three times as numerous. 

Apoplexy and Paralysis. — Of the 166 deaths from these causes, 

in 1875, 85 occurred in the period from 60-80 } eara of age, as 
follows : — 

From 60—70 19 Males or 3.5 per 1,000 living. 

21 Females or 3.3 i)er 1,000 living. 

Total 40 or 3.4 per 1,000 living. 

From 70— 80 21 Males or 9.3 per 1.000 living. 

24 Females or 7.4 per 1,000 living. 

Total 45 or 8.2 per 1,000 living. 

We see from this comparisc n, therefore, that both the number 
of deaths and the proportionate mortality was greater in the 
period from 70-80, and that in both decades it was greatest among 
males. 

Diseases of the Heart. — Of 186 deaths from these causes, 102 
were in the periods from 50-80, as follows : — 

From 50—60 17 Males or 1.8 per 1,000 living. 

36 Females or 1 .5 per 1,000 living. 

Total 32 or 1.7 per 1,000 living. 

From 00—70 M\ Malos or 2.9 per 1,COO living. 

13 Females or 2.0 per 1,000 living. 

Total 29 or 2.4 per l.OtO living. 

Frooi 70-80 Hi Males or 7.1 per 1,000 living. 

2r» Females or 77 per 1,000 living. 

Total 41 or 7.5 per 1,000 living. 
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We thus see that, from these causes, the largest number of 
denths and the largest jirojiortiouate mortality occurred ia the de- 
cade from 70-80, and in this peiiod, the laigest mortaUty and the 
greatest number of deaths were among females. The j>ro[>oi- 
tiouate mortality ia in iin iocreaiiiDg ratio for each of the three 
decades. 

Comparing ihe diseases already mentioned, we find that in the 
decade from 70-tiO, the mortality returns were u follows : — 

Ultl Ak* II.K p«r 1,<,00 llrltir 

Apoplnj ■nd Punlfaii 8.1 per I.UIO IIvIuk- 

t^icDnxnilA •ml CuugiHtioa af Lnngi .. 7.8 par I.IXQ lirlng. 

tiliMun ut tha Hnmrl. 7.a |Kr 1,(100 llrlB|, 

Tjfphoid i'ecer. — The number of deaths from this cause was 
146, giving a proportionate mortality of 3.4 per 1000 living. Of 
these deaths, tiO occurred in the period from lo-4U years of age, 
as follows: — 



ITraui liO-30 2S Uftlas... 

101 
TuUl <S .. 



J p«r 1,100 llvliiK. 
1 par J.OOD lltliitf. 
a pur i.ijua liviDg, 
H p«( I no iiTioft. 

1 |iar LUCU tWlDn 
6 pf>r I.OUO living. 
S par I.OCO llvlim. 

We thus see that, from tbis cause, the gnatest number of deaths 
and the largent proportiimate mortulily was in the di-cadc from 
20-30, and among males. The proportionate mortality and the 
number of deaths was u trifle larger in the period fium 10-15 than 
in that from oO-40. 

Taking this laiit period, from 30-40, as tluiiof the beginning of 
the prime of life, we bud that the proporlionaic murtality from cer- 
tain disesMS was as follows: — 



CuniiiiiipUaD 3-1 pM l.ooe IItIds. 

I DBuiiiutilk and Congaallon »r t-uup 8 per 1,000 llTliif. 

IMmum of UiB Haart -O-T per I.KO lU.ug. 

TjphuM rorer - 0.5 l-ar 1,000 living. 

We now turn to the diseases of childhood, and consider tirst — 
VhoUra lufantum. — 'I here were 318 deaths from this disease in 
187i>, all under b ycxrs uf nge, as fulluws: — 
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Under 1 year. 121 Males or 38.0 per 1,000 living. 

113 Females or '^R.S per 1,000 living. 

Total 234 or 37.2 per 1,000 living. 

Prom 1—2 29 Males or 11 .4 per 1,000 living. 

40 Females or 15.3 per 1,000 living. 

Total ()9 or 13.4 per 1,000 living. 

From 2—5 6 Males or 0.7 per 1,000 living. 

9 Females or 1.1 per 1,000 living. 

Total 15 or 0.9 per 1,000 living. 

We thus see the high rate of mortality from Cholera Infantum, 
87.2 per 1000, among children under 1 year of age, in the cool 
summer of 1875. Great as this rate of mortality was, it was 
much surpassed in 1872, when there was a very hot summer, 
and the total mortality from Cholera Infantum was 391 : in that 
year the proportionate mortality of children under 1 year was 
66.9 per 1000, taking the census of 1870 as the basis of calcula- 
tion. In 1875, the rate of mortality under 1 year was greatest 
among males, and from 1-5 greatest among females. 

Scarlatina. — Of 185 deaths from this disease, there were 160, 
as follows : — 



Under 1 year 2 Males or O.fi per 1,000 living. 

8 Females or 2.5 per 1,000 living. 

Total 10 or l.G per 1,000 living. 

From 1—2 12 Males or 4.7 per 1,000 living 

10 Females or 3.8 per 1,000 living. 

Total 22 or 4.3 per 1,000 living. 

From 2— 5 40 Males or 4.9 per 1,000 living. 

34 Females or 4.1 per 1,000 living. 

Total 74 or 4.5 per 1,000 living. 

From 6—10 25 Males or 1.9 per 1,000 living. 

29 Females or 2.3 per 1,000 living 

Total 64 or 2.1 per 1,000 living. 

This Table shows that the proportionate mortality from Scarla« 
tina was greatest in the period from 2-5 years, and among males. 
The next most fatal period was from 1-2, and again the highest rate 
among males. Then comes the period from 6-10, with the highest 
rate among females. 

Crovp and Diphtheria. — Of the 129 deaths included under these 
two head.s, 126 were as follows: — 
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We find from this Table that the proportioQat« rate of mortal- 
ity from Croup and Diphtheria was Iiirgest in the period from 1-2 
jrcars of age, und among males : the next largest wiut under one 
year, also among males, and then comes the pvtiod from 2-o, 
in which, huwtver, the aclual numlier of deaths was the greatest: 
in thia laat j'oriod the proportionate mortality was largent among 
females. 

Contrasting now the diseases most fatal to infancy and early 
childhood, we piettcnt the following Table of comparative mor* 
tality :— 



Coder t ;mt.. 



.. riinlHni tntantutn 3T.3 

Cron|i Bnilitliphtherla. ... 4 3 

BearlatlDB 16 

. ('luilpra Inf*niaiD 13 S 

Croap andPlphtlivriR..... 4 11 

SoartBttna 4.3 

.. SuarUtina. Kb 

Croup «D>I DIpbibarIa B.3 

Cliolen Inlaaun D.fl 

. Scarlatina. 2.1 

Crunp aod DIpliitMiia. 



p*r l.OKO 



IItIdk. 

llTlbC. 

llvluK. 

U*lD(. 
llTlDf. 
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We thus see that Cholera Infantum was by far the most faLil 
of infantile diseases. In the fir^t two yean of life. Croup and 
Diphtheria were more fatal than Scarlatina, nud in the periiid 
from 2-10 tin* latter was more fatal than the former. It should 
be remembered, however, in Ihis coitDection, that inlKTo the mor- 
tality from Scarliitiiia was less rhan half Ihe mortality from the 
same cause in th« preceding year. 
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• 
With these statistics, we close our Report. We have already 

extended these comparisons beyond the usual limits, and we still 

leave many interesting topics untouched. Some of these we have 

not the necessary data to enter upon, and from others we abstain 

for the want of time and space. Much has been left, however, 

which will repay the attention and thought of those interested in 

these matters. 

E. T. C. 

Providence, October 28, 1876. 






APPENDI X. 



The Registration Law of Rhode Island. 



CESBRAl. STATirrES, CHAPTER 77. PARE IWl. 



Section 1. (As nniemleil June 3, 1P7G.) The town clprks of llir *e\c- 
TtS loirnH, or in lieu thprcof. any penon whom th<> boani of alilomicn of any 
Hty, or (ho town rnuncll of any town, mny appoint for that purpoor, nrw 
hereby nuthorixrd nntl required to obtiun, chronolojiicjOly rwwrii ntirt mdi-x, 
M rrquirrj by thr forma prcsrribcd hy thp third spction of tliis ohiiptor, nil 
infomintion rnnrcrninit births, niiirnngiMi nnd dmthi', ncrnrriti); aniuii;!: tlio 
InhnbilnnlM of ihcir rtuppctivo towns; nnd on or Iwfiirr the flr«t MnniUy of 
Mcirrh, luinuolty, lo mnku iluly oertilird n-tiimn thi'irof to the SfHirrtiiry of 
St«i«. fur ew^h ycnr eodiiitc r>n the thirly-finU day of Dt>o«nih«r, arpompany- 
inittho urae with nlisi of thi»e individiuils nHiuinil I>y tawto miike munis 
to him, who hnvp up^li^c-ted the Mine, nnil with «ucb remarka rvUtiug lo thp 
object of the law m lltey may deem tmpnrtant to conitnunlcote. 

Sec. 2. The Secretai; of Stain thull rrt^civc the r«tuniit made in pureu- 
aacc of the pn-i^edin); aection, and annually, with lueh aa^tance aa shall be 
rendered by any authorized ronimittei? of the Kliotli-tNlnndUrdkal Soelely, 
make Kod publish, not exieediuj; one Ihnuiuuid (Oiiie*. a ;[eneral abslract 
Mill rvport thereof, in fomi on pretK-rilieil by xri'iinii third of this chl^1ter. 
H« ahall also eause said returns lo be arrTUiged, full olpbatiellcal indi(T« of 
nil the nainca lo bo made, tlio whole lo be bound in eonvenlrnt sixed ro]< 
umcs, and carefully prescrrcd in lil» ofllee, for wlilfh he rImII rrccire the 
iHiin of tlfly dollfini. 

Skc. 3. Tlic blank fonns required to rarry out the prorlidotM of this 
cbnpler, nhnll, on aftidlcnllon, be fumlshetl by the Secn-Mry of Slate. Ia 
clergymon, phynldant, uniierinkeni, town clerkH. t-lerks of the Sorlrty of 
Friend*, and other iKTvon* requiring: them, ■ulvsianlially kUw \Vw ttt-VaKV-Mt. 
ftirmi, v«: The iword <if n l»irl>i rt»i\ "VaV* Vive A*.* mAi^w** '*'««*»'» 
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name and sex of the child, whether living or still-born, the name and sur- 
name, color, occupation, residence and birth-place of the parents, and the 
time of recording,* so far as the same can be ascertained. The record of a 
mamaf/e shall state the date of the marriage, place, name, residence and offic- 
ial station of the person by whom married, names and surnames of the par- 
ties, age, color, occupation and residence of each, (whether single or wid- 
owed) what marriage, if second or third or other marriage, the occupation, 
birth-place and names of their parents, and the time of recording, so far as 
the same can be ascertained. The record of deaths shall state the date of 
death name and surname of deceased, the sex, color and condition, (single 
or married) age, occupation, place of death, place of biilh, names and 
birth-place of parents, disease or cause of death, and the time of recording, 
so far as can be ascertained. 

OF MARRIAGES. 

Sec. 4. Every Society of Friends, clergymen, and all others authorized 
to join persons in marriage, shall make a faithful record of every such rite 
performed by them, in manner and form aforesaid, and return the same on 
or before the second Monday of every month, for the last preceding month, 
to the clerk of the town in which such rite shall have been performed; and 
no marriage shall be solemnized, until the parties shall have signed, and de- 
livered to the authority about to solemnize it, or to the clerk of a Society of 
Friends, a certificate containing tht; information required for the recoixl of a 
marriage, as prescribed iu the third section of this chapter. 

OF BIRTHS. 

Sec. 5. The clerk of every town shall, annually, in the month of Janu- 
ary, collect the facts required by section third of this ch.apter, in relation to 
all children born in the town during the year ending the thirty-first day of 
December next preceding; and for each full report of a birth so obtained, 
the clerk shall receive ten cents, to be paid by the town in which the birth 
is recorded. 

OF DEATHS. 

Sec. 6. (As amended June 3, 1875.) Whenever any person shall die, or 
finy still-born child shall be brought forth, in this State, it shall be the duty 
of the physician attending at such bringing forth or last sickness, if any 
physician so attended, within forty-eight hours after such death or briuging 
forth, to leave with the family, if any, or pei*son having the care of the de- 
ceased, or the person bringing forth such still-l)orn child, or to give to the 
undertaker or person who conducts the funeral, a certificate stating, in ciise 
of a death, the name of the deceased, the date of the death, and the disease 
or cause of the death, and in case of the bringing forth of a still-born child, 
the date and the cause of such child being brought forth still-born. 

OF UNDEUTAKERS. 

Sec. 7. There may be appointed by the town authorities of every town, 
a sufficient number of persons to act as undertakers, removable at the pleas- 
ure of ilw authorities. 
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Skc. 8. (As amotwl(>d Juno 3, 187fi. ) TIio unilortAkor, ur the poraon nlio 
•linll condufi n ruiioral. or wbo ■hall hmy or iloprmit in a tomb, or who aliall 
nmovo from tliis SUli' or othcrwiw diipiMc of llic rcnimTi* of any dii-cupd 
(lerson or $llll-b(im rhild, »liull flM "btnin tho phyainnn'o ccriiflralc ic- 
(|ulred by spctifin 6 of tliiB rhnptrr, if n idiysiiiiin ww in utlrndHnrr upon 
HUi^h pcrnoti who linti d<^<-cn«<'d, or lb« jH-nioti btitii^iiig forth nioh siill-bom 
child, nnd ahnll n^tuni iho Munu, logi Ukt with hi* own cvrtifli'Atc «f the 
txin roquirnd by action R, ns he n-by aniundwl, on ur bvforv tlie »Fnitul 
Monday of tho next 8ucc6i>ding motiili to the clork of th« town wticre «uch 
death or brinjpag furlli look place. 

Skc. U. Any town inny (.-nui-t iniinklpoJ Inws, inort effMtuiUly to ntlnin 
the objit'ts herein conleuiplated: /Von'ded. they do not coullii-t witli tho 
mmn iind Hiieclflc- object of this act. vU.: to ttetmre the most perfoct 
n;(jiflr!iiii'ii. 



8hC. 111. (As amended Jiine 3. 1875.) The town clerks or pt-wouw aji- 
pofnli-d an afon-natd shall roccirc for each record of a death tiiiule and re- 
tonied as reijuired liy law, and for each record of a marnage, miule uid 
returned as required by law. twe4ity cents: to be paid to them out of their 
roapectlve town trciisuric«; Providrtl, (hat the yearly compensation 10 be 
paid out of the town Irenstiry. as aforceaJd, to any one town clerk or person 
appointed as aforosaid, who shall faithfnily perfonn tho duties proscribed by 
this chapter, shall not bo less than Hvc dollare. Undertiikcm and other« 
making mum« of dcjttha as rcquimd in pcclion eight of ihia chaplcr. »liall 
roceivo for cjtch full report of n death made to ihr town clerk. Arc centa in 
tho cities of Providence or Newport , and Ion cents in tho other towns of the 
State. 

8ec. 11. If any dorgyniaii, |ihysician, undertaker, town clerk, clerk of 
any nuNiting of the Society of Friends, or other pemon*, shall willfnlly neg- 
lect or refuse to perform any of the duties imposed on, or rrrjuireil of him, 
by this chiiplcr. lie nlmll, al the diH-retion of the court or juitice trying lh« 
cntue, be fined not esceedinf; twenty doliam fur each uffeuce; nnc-balf 
thereof to tin.' use of the town in which the offeuce shall occur, the tiilivr 
half to the UNe of the person who Hfaall complaiu of the same. 

Sec. 12. In order lliut il may be more surely ueertaiued tluit no clergy- 
iiMn, physicjuii, coroner, undertaker or iJcrk of the Society of Friends, neg- 
lects to make the relurru sjieuitled in this chI^l|er, each of the said parties 
khall enuse his utune and residence to be reeorde^l in tlic clerk'* office of the 
town where be resides. 

Sec. 13. No lellere of lulminislmtioii or letter* tcwtnmontary shall be 
granted by any court of probate, upon the effects or estate uf any perwa 
until the ileath of such pentuu, or the faela from which the some Is 
presumiil, nbnll In- duly certified as near a* may he. to the town clerk, in 
tinier that the same may >iv duly registt-n-d SLConliuK to the pravtiiitMi* of 
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Skc. 14. (ABamcnilert June 3, 1875.) The person appointf^ri as proviilerl 
in section one of tliia chapter, shall be entitled to have tlic custody of all 
records of births, (lenllis or man iages of the town or city for which ho is ap- 
pointed, whether made under the eUitute now in force, or any former statute, 
and a cortiScutc signed by him as town or city registiur, certifying that any 
written or printed slatomcnt of any marriage, birth or death is a true copy 
of the record in his custody, shall be admitud as printa fade proof of such 
marriage, birth or death. 

Sec. 15. Births, marriages ftod deaths of non-residents shall be diatin- 
guished from those of residents, in the returns,by being arranged separately. 

Sec. 16. The Secretary of State may, from time to lime, vary the forma 
of retoms, and require such additional information us ho may consider 
necessary to effect the object of this chapter. 

Sec. 17. The sum of three hundred and fifty dollars .annually, to 1/e drawn 
for by the Secretary of State, is appropriated out of the general iren.iun , 
to defray the expense incident to examining, collecting and arranging the 
registration rettuns, making the necessary tables, and drawing up the report 
required by the second section of this chapter. 

Skc. 18. Tlie town clerks, or other offlcere appointed under this chapter, 
to collect, record and return Ijie births in the several towns, shall receive 
fees therefor as follows: For collecliug the facts required in relation to 
births fifteen cents each. For making record and return of Ihesn facts, as 
required by law, twenty cents each for the first fifty entries, in each calen- 
dar year, and ten cents for each subsequent entry and return. 



CHAPTER 360. 



(F^aeA Morcli 24, 18T4.) 



/( M enabled by the General Asisemhlij as/ollowg; 

Section 1. It shall bo the duty of the clerks of the Supreme Court, in 
the several counties, on or before the first, day of Uarch, in each and ov«ry 
year, to make returns to the Secretary of Slate for the year ending on Ibe 
thirty-first day of December preceding, of all the applications for divoice, 
showing the number, the number granted, and the causes which are giT6D 
for the ajiplication, but without the names of the parties, in nccordnnce 
with Ihe blanics whicii shall be furnished them by Tiie Secrelnry rf 
Btate. and like returns shall be made on or before the first day of August 
next, for the vcars 1872 and 1B73. 



